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INTRODUCTION. 
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We are all sons and daughters of Adam, and we can all 
boast of the great antiquity of our families. 

Like Don Quixote, Robinson Cruaoe, and other great 
heroes and self biographers, the Author was born at a certain 
hour, on a certain day of the week, mont!) and year ; at a 
oertaia village, and under a certain planet : of the precise 
second it is perhaps of little moment unless to the astrologefj 
who may wish to §ne-draw a horoscope, or cast a nativity ; 
but, as fortunately for mankind, all the cobwebs spun by this 
rag^d race of foretellers of future events are swept away^ 
the author is left to tell his own tale. Without entering into 
particulars,— the san had just sloped his western wheel 
when the Author was born; five and sixty summer suns have 
since rolled over his head, and from a sligjit view of the shades 
upon that dial, the setting of the bright orb of day is ap- 
proaching ; it therefore behoves him in every sense, to em- 
ploy the fleeting moments to the best advantage, 
" O geatlemen the time of life ia short, 
To apend that shortnegg linaely, were toQ tong. 
Though lire did ride upon a dial's, point. 
Still ending at an hour."— Sua KEsrEiKE. 

Ill interweaving the Author's life throughout the following 
recollections and selections, it is requisite to say something 
of himself and family. However humble their origin and 
pretensions, some interesting branches may spring out of the 
genealogic tree; we shall not trace them with the ardour 
of a newly made peer — a page or two will suffice. 

Some branches of the Aufhor's family have been remark- 
able for longevity, others throngft matrimonial tics, have 
been particularly noticed as early settlers, and as having been 
longer residents upon one spot than any family in England, 
others as persons of travel ; but the whole are now 
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brought within so limited a circle, that the Author believes 
he and his son are the last surviving stems of his family 
bearing his name* 

His ancestors were owners of considerable flocks, and 
cultivated extensive tracts* of htnd. Often has he sighed 
for a few paternal acres, but unle&s he held them only *' by 
t!i^ tcii^re oftt peppCit (sytn to ^h eeiimkty] a»d hk only khQ- 
lord the lord of all Mttd,** perhaps hh anxieties And cares 
vmkld b^ t^ s«tm^ ad they hot»> eit^. If he has. hod ihany Wbh 
HfktiV^ to bdtt^ of, h^ ha& the let at as ^W poov onea to 
dfepJore. 

' ffls grieat ^anHfethfer, bh hfe fkthei-'fe sWe^ by a ftit^gfe- 
dksh bf the peh fbr iat feithles* fHfen4, fo^t bi« fotrit antt Ibi'- 
ttiiie, and dfeiStroyed the pros^ts of hJs femrly. They With- 
drew their ftbcks from the herder of the extensive &cehe bf 
SaHsbtiry Phih, ahd !eft their resideiie^ flear the drijWicel abd 
niysterroiis mottutnents of SttdriigfiiSiigfe. They became settler* 
hi a dehghtful village m Surrey ; WhferetheJrexperieneie and 
Industry %ere appreciated by an ecc^ehtricj hut phil'osophiefer- 
taelr, i(bf Whdiii hiore hiereafler.) Here, itpoh a farth of two 
thousand stores, ample iscopie was gtVen to my grandfather's 
ekertiyns, whiich cbtitiiiued tb * rtrf eitehde'd perfbd ; he 
lived to a veiry great ajge, atid Wrw actively ferrtpldyetl on 
horseback after he was e%hty y^ar» of ag^. One grave 
opened at the S^me holiT ifbr hitti ahd my ^tand toother, the 
latter dying in the evening, and the fbrmer oh the followino- 
morning, after having lived together, to the number of years 
that almost amount to the natural age of m^tt. 

The author's matetndl grandfether, died at nihety, of tlie 
small pox caught from some children in the village ; his wife at 
an age little sliort of that oJf her husband. The joint ages 
of the four personages embraced about three hundred and 
fifty years. 

The Author's father died at sevehty-six, his mother at 
eighty one, he himself is, (this 2ard day of October, 1835) 
9ixty-five. In summing up this merely introductory outline, 
it will be necessary to the subsequent developement of events, 
causes and effects, to divide his life into seven stages, in 
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tbe course of which, his adventures, appointments, bless- 
ings, comforts, disappointments, enjoyments, events, exer- 
tions, fears, grief, happiness, health, hopes, joys, and all the 
auxiliaries, that can aid him in rendering the following pages 
amusing and interesting, are yet to be developed. He has 
only to entreat the reader's patience and perseverance, in 
contemplating him through all the mazes of a chequered and 
eventful life ; it may prove a lesson to others, as well as 
to his childrens' children. ' He has considered himself in 
some respects, as almost a patriarch, a friend has desig- 
nated him — father Abraham ! ! ! 

If his age, experience, and literary stores will not avail 
him sufficient materiel for his magazine, or Recollections 
and Selections, he trusts that he can as well as some of our 
ingenious historical novelists of the day, resort to the 
V olden time " with good grace. 

The author by his second marriage, can point out, as 
relatives, within 24 miles of London, the family circle 
of the owners of a spot, granted to their family by Alfred the 
Great. (He glories in that name.) They have enjoyed, and 
resided upon the farm in lineal descent, and uninterupted 
possession and succession for nine hundred years, but more of 
this hereafter. The Spaniard wishes his friend might live a 
thousand years ; the author has no desire to live nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine : the reader perhaps is beginning to 
yawDy he therefore closes his introduction. 
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upwards of two thousand acres ; he left bis son involved. 
The latter geDtteman, was a captain in the Surrey Militia, at 
tlie same period, that his friend, the celebrated Captain Grose 
held a commission in that corps. The society, which, at that 
period assembled at Parker's seat, at Waddon Court, was of 
the first order. Several of the Boscawens' were visiters ; 
Mr. Marshall, acelebrated Agriculturist, and author of many 
popular publications on agricalture, also, frequently joined in 
the gaj circle of a hxHise.kepl more in the style of a noble- 
man's, than afarmer's. Grose was then in the hey-day of life, 
and perhaps, oneofthemost witty and pleasarit companions in 
the world, we shall have much to say of him hereafter, of cha- 
actera with whom he associated, and with whoi 
quainled at the same time. One person in particular, claims 
our attention, he ts worthy of notice, and was known to the 
author when he had so large a family as twelve childi 
His eldest daughter, a beautiful girl, had nearly wmi 
heart of tlte author's eldest brother. The following accouj^ 
of him was written by Captaia Grose, and communicated, I|y 
liis friend, James Petit Andrews, ^leq. F. S' A. wfa^ th# 
acknowledges it : — 

"The following letter, contains an iastance of the most ex- 
celleut domestic management, which imagination can con- 
ceive. It may be depended on, for, facetious as the writer 
iskaowD to be, he never indulges his humour at the expence 
cf Lis veracity ; and lie avers every cirownstance ihere related 
-to be lite rally true." 

ECONOMY. 

" Tou ask me, what 1 have seen in my r&ml:^, n:oi'tJiDBr- 
Jatiitg. You are no antiquarian, I will not therefore te^M 
yoa with ruined abbeys, Gothic castles, Ruomji and Dauil^ 
camps, or Druidical circles, but contiae my narrative to^ 
fcuman curiosity. TliJs is a Mr. O&baldeston, an uttoroe^p 
clerk; aud in spite of lire popular prejudices against Jiis pro- 
fession, said to be an honest man. This you will allow to be 
a curiosity, but tliat U not all. This honest limb of Uie law 
u atried, and has at least, Ualf.a dozen duldreu, all v/Ikok, 
with a£ maay couple of hounds, and a. brace of liuutei's, 
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btains out of — liow much do you tliink ? Guess Httle I 
"pray you — why then, to support biiiMGlf , a wife and bjk chil- 
dren, tweUe dogs, and two horses, he haa not a penny more 
tbaH sixljf ptfunds per anmtm I And if possible to increase 
the miracle, be did this id London for many years; paying 
every body thcw own, and keeping ■». tight coat for Sunday s and 
iKjIydays : but I will try to explain this seeming paradox. Af- 
ter the expiration of the time which Mr. Osbaldestoii owed liis 
master, he acted as an accountant for die butchers in Clare- 
market, who paid him in offal ; the choice.st morsels of this, 
he selected for himself and family, and with the rest he fed his 
liounds, which he kept in his garret. His horses were lodged 
in bis cellar, and fed on grains from a neighbouring brew- 
house, and on damaged corn, with which he was supplied by 
a cora-chandler, whose books he kept in order. Once ar 
twice a week in the season he hunted, and by giving a hare 
now and then to the farmers, over whose grounds he sported, 
he secuTed their good will and permission. Besides which, 
Bcveral gentlemen, struck with hfs extraordinary economy, 
winked athis going over their manors, with his moderate pack. 
" Accident has since removed this uncommon man to Lewes 
in Susses ; where, outiie same stipend, he continues to main- 
tain the same family. Curiosity led me to visit this extraor- 
dinary party, about their dinner time. The two-legged party 
were clean, though not superfluously clothed, and seemed to 
Jive like brothers with the surrounding animals. It looked, in 
short, somewhat like the golden age. Mr. O. himself, seemed 
and acted like the father of the quadrupeds as well as the bi- 
ped», and as such, decided with the utmost impartiality ; for 
hiaslcr Jackey having taken a bone from Jowler, he command- 
ed immediate restitution ; and on the other hand. Doxy ha- 
ving snatched a pieceof a liver from miss Dorothea,, was oblig'd 
on the spot, to restore it to the young lady. 

tf "On enquiry, I found that Mr. O. was the younger son 
i^a gentleman of good family, but small fortune, in the north 
iof England, and that, having imprudently married oneofhia 
lather's servants, he was turnetl out of doorSj with no oUier 
fortune than a southern hound big with pup, whose offspring 
^- have since been a source of profit and amusement lo him ."F.G 
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" Tlie writer of the above letter has informed the Editor,- 
that this very extraordinary character has lately resided with 
tlie same family at Croydon, in Surrey. J. P. A. 

At the time the Author knew Mr-Osbaldeston, he had 
tlie numerous family of twelve children; the eldest son 
was somewhat deformed, and the old gentleman being m 
the vale of years, was almost incapable of following his 
profession — the poor maii had frequent occasion to obtain 
temporary credit of tlie author's mother, but always paid 
most honourably. This was about the year 1780; during the 
I Hsidence of Mr. Osbaldeston, at Beddington.* He retained 



* As coEnideiable liUlorical iateregt ia associated wllh the the village of 
Mldington, tha fullowiag account of it, from the " Amliulator " and 

' ** L^BOOi' Environi of Londdn," cannot but he acceptable to ifie reader. 

DtDniNr.TON, a >illige two miles neat of Crojdon ; Here is Ibe seat of 
ancient family of Carew, whicb descemling lo Ricbard Gee, Esq. of Or- 

' piogtod, in Keal, that gentleman, 1780, took the name anil arms of Carew. 
IS forreitedia 1539, on ifae attainder and execulioa of Sir Nii:ho1as Carew 

I toi 3 conapiraey. Ilia son. Sir FraDci», having procured tbe reversal of the 
rfttainder. purchaaeil thiaeetate ot Lotil Darej to wbom ithad been granted 

I bj Edwaid VI. He rebuilt the maasion bouse, and planlL-d tbe garden with 
rtoice fruit Irees, in ths cnllivation of wliicli he took great delighl. Sir 

I Trancis spared no eipence in procuriug ibem from foreign L-ountrice. The 

[ first orange trees seen in England, are saiit to liard been planted b; him. 

I jlnbrey say? liny were braught frain Italy by Sir Francis Carew. liutliiC 
editors of tbe Biograpbia, speaking from a tradition preserved in the family, 
fell, they were taisedby Sir Francis Carew from llioseedsof the fitptotangps 
which were Imported into England by Sir Waller Raleigh, who bad married 
kia niece, the daughter oFSir Nicholas Throckmartan. 1'he 1 rees nere plant- 
ed in tbe open gronnd, and were preserved in iHe winler by a moveable aheel. 
They flourished for about a cenlary and a half, lieingdestroyedbj the hard 
frost in 1739-40. In tha garden was a pleasure house, on the top of whith 
was painted lie Spanish Infasioa, la August 1599, Queen Eliiabelh paid a 
iiait lo Sir F. Carew. al Beddington, for three days ; an<l again in llic»ame 
aisDlh the ensuing year. The queen's oak, and her favourite walk are slill 
poisted out. Sir Hugh Piatt tells an anecdote, in his Garden of Eden, rela- 
ting to one of these visits, which shens the pains Sir Franclstook, in the ma- 
nagement and cultivaliiniofhis fruit Irees. " Here I will ronclude" says br', 
"with a conceit of thai delicate knight. Sir F, Carew, who for the better ac- 
eompliahment of his royal entertainment of our late Queen Eliiabelb, of hap- 
py memory, at bia house at Beddington, led her niajesly lo a (berry tree, 
whose fruit he badof purpoat kept back from ripening, at the least one moalti 
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rund followed his professional employment until an advanced 
Ilia alliletic, and groteaque figure, dressed in the old 
English style, with a large cocked hat, and full bushy wig, 
gave him an air of consequence, and importance among the 
peasantry of the place ; and the author perfectly recollects, 
although a cliild at the time, the cuiious qorrupted appel- 
lation applied to him, which was tliat of Lamijer Distanec, 
(ar corruption of Lawyer Osbaldeston.) At a more advanced 
period the audjor would have willingly known some of the 
profession by that name, although them justice, he lias, 
throughout all his vicissitudes, received not only Indulgence, 
hat also much personal kindness from them. 

Captain Grose also furnishes another curious instance of 
parsimony iu the character of a person, not long deceased,* 
whose memory will long be remembered for the distinguished 
preference which' he gave in his last will, to public charities, 
over his nearest relations. A very singular, and Uugli- 

3 Tier all othei chenies liad Ulien tbetr faiewell or EngliLa). 'I'his secrel tie 
psrformed by altaiuiog a lenl, or co'er of canvass, oter Ihe whole Iree, and 
WBtlingllis Bame, DOW anil then witli ascoopor born, a3t)ie beat orthe wea- 
thEtreqairediaod™, by wilholJin^lhe sun beaiOifroni reaeuting npQQllie 
berries, they gTsw bolh great, and wurevery long before lliey bad gotten tbeir 
pcrrect cherry colour ; and ithen he was assured of her majesty's coniing, he 
temovcd the lent, and a few sanny days broHf;htlhcm to their full malutily. 

The Park H still famous Sbi nalnul trees. The maaar house, siluated 
near llie church, U built of brick, and occupies three sides of a iquare. Il 
WIS rebuilt in ils preaent foriQ in 1703. The great doot of the hall, has a 
ruiiaus aatient lock, richly wroitghl; a <itiield witli ll]e arms of Eogiand, 
moving in a groove, conceaU the key-liole. la this ball Is the portrait of a 
lady, falsely ehewn as Queen Elizabeth; a smalt room, adjoining la tlie ball 
feiains the ancient pannala, wilb mantled carvings ; over tlie cbimoey is a 
small portrait of the Care ws, surrounded byapedigree, Another room has 
■eraral portiaitsofthe Haclcet family j particularly one of Bishop Ilackcl, 
by Sir Peter Lely. In llie pan-lour, at tlie nanb.Qnd afthe hall, are some 
olhcf family pnrUrails, among vliicti is one of Sir Nicholas Carew, wlio was 
beheaded in the reign of Henry the VIII. In the aisle? of the church, 
vhichlsa heaulifut Gothic jnle, are several stalls, afi er ibe maDDor of cauls'' 
dots, liaving formerly belonged to Metton Abbey. ' 

* From a note by the late Isaac Reed, Ksq. la Iho autbor*s cop] of 
Andrews's anecdaies, it onuld appear lliit lliii Bnguli 
Ui. Itussol, of Ucimonilsey. 
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A subsequent portion of the author's life is interestingly' 
connected with the preceding events, and in fulfilment of the 
assertion already made in his title page, he hopes to create 
% lively interest with regard to those letters, even at the pre- 
eent day : he has only to entreat his readers patience, to fol- 
low him throughout bis history, and the chain of corroborative 
evidence respecting them ; and he feels convinced that the 
particulars he has to relate, will be productive of a gratifica- 
tion similar to that which he has himself experienced. 

In this year died W. Guthrie, author of the history 
of the world, a dull and heavy book, worth little more than 
waste paper ; but the Geography under his name has been em- 
inently successful, particularly afterit was edited by Ferguson; 
a bookseller's trick was practised in Ireland, by issuing a 
Gazetteer under his name, wliicli Guthrie never wrote or 
compiled. 

About the period of Guthrie's death, the executors of Mr^ 
Millar, (a celebrated bookseller,) obtained an injunction!' 
against Mr. Taylor, a bookseller, at Berwick upon Tweed, fo|r^ 
the sale of a pirated edition of Thompson's Seasons, and Mr. 
Millar having been the sole proprietor of that inimitable pro- 
duction, his executors obtained a perpetual injunction. It is 
ratlier remarkable, that another, and more celebrated his- 
torian, Tobias Smollet, author of the History of EngiantI, 
and ContinuatoF of Humo, died in tlie same year with 
Guthrie ; but perhaps he was as inferior to Hume, as Guthrie 
was to Smollet, Dr. Mark Akenside, author of the Pleasures 
of Imagination, &c. diet! this year ; as did poor Chatterton, 
tlie youthful and ill-fated poet of Bristol. George Whitfield, 
a Calviniatic Methodist, also died in 1770, at Newberry 
Port in America, he was the original founder of the great 
chapel in Tottenham Court road, which has recently bcea 
sold by auction for £8000. 

In 1771, Ml", Wilkes and Mr, Horne had a literary war, 
which is humorously alluded to in the chorus, of an heroic 
l^allad, entitled "the renowned history and rare atchievonient 
pf John Wilkes, which runs thus, 
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Sdiin Wilkfs, lie was fur Mivl.lIesDit, 
They diusE him kuiglitoF iliaeiiiro ; 

Ami ht: made a. fool of Aldermaa Uvli. 
Ai]dca.I('dpar»n llQRNsaliar. 
is apotlier place, it Is thus alluded to— 



In tliia year, according to a modern clironologlat, ""An im- 
portant questiou was canvassed in parliament, concerning the 
privileges of the house of commons." The newspaper pririr 
tershad been in the practice of printing the member's speeches 
under their respective names ; many of them were spurious 
I productions, and in oppusilion to the orders of the house. 
A complaint having been made by a member against two of 
those publishers, an order was issued for their appearance, 
with which they refused to compl y ; when a-nother order was 
sent with no better success. One of the publishers was then 
taken into custody by the speaker's warrant, and carried be^ 
fore Alderman Wilkes and flie Lord Mayor Crosby, by whom 
he was discharged. The anger of tlie house was then direc- 
I ted against the city magistrates, and many measures resorted 
to: but the contest terminated in favour of the publishers, 
E who have ever since continued t« report the proceedings of 
L parliament and tbe speeches of the members without opposi- 
I tion. In a more advanced portion of this work, many plea- 
I jant anecdotes will ba related on this subject. Among the 
I f eporters, Mr. Woodfall was considered as the first and most 
y celebrated. The last letter he ever wrote, was to the author, 
a fac simile of whidi will appear in its proper place. 

Gray die celebrated poet, died in 177t, as did also the 
ti&turalist I>innfpus. 





■ Mr. !1 


Imnp f 


it tliu 1 












to Ihat 










■■The a 


■rlirliu 




8«J i„ .., .U s clE^il W.«lrobe. fot Ihe ntidac 




loftlie 




Uoe 
One 


it suTijaineil : 

suit o> srulat aad eatd 

Bu>t of wLileand wUec 

suit or blue and silver 

>uilof<iD«wr«HJ^I^ 

etiitorUackullc 


clolh 
ditio. 
cmblet 





TheM many mlaured caDomtalii, are uid to Imvo been enlniEled to II19 
ody of air. W. iu May 17li7, ind Mr. 11. diargt-l him «ilh hating 
' ■■' -niu I'aiis, (or net«*ariw, in ihe SejiteQibBrfo lowing. 



( >B ) 

Id 1773, an interesting decision was given in farour of 
Bumerset a negro slave, whose cause, the literary, talented 
and philanthropic Granville SharpG, took up and carried 
through the superior courts, from having seen him chastised 
hy his master, in the public street ; up to that period, 
to the digrace of many, negro servants were treated as slaves; 
but from the settled point obtained by Mr. Sharpe, judg- 
ment was given, that any person, cf whatever complexion, 
should in future be considered ai/ree from the moment they 
icA/oot upon English ground. 

The author felt peculiar pleasure about thjrly years since, 

at being introduced to Mr. Sharpe. In this year, 1772, Henry 

Cromwellj great-grandson to Oliver Cromwell, died, lu 1773 

the gieat traveller, Mr, Bruce, returned in safety to Egypt, 

from his journey through Abyssinia, to the source of the Nile. 

The author (who digresses,) saw this athletic traveller, at a 

Bubser|uent period in England, previously to the publication 

of his travels, which were originally in five ponderous vol- 

H nmes. His work gave rise to " Gulliver recieed, or the travels 

B of Baron Munchausen,'' written by Mr. St. John, of 

^B Oxford, iu a vein of irony upon Bkuce, who, after exploring 

^M the most dangerous and distant climes, met with an acci- 

^H dental death at home. Stephen Jones, a literary friend of - 

^1 tjie author, gives the following account of him — " James 

^1 Bruce of Kinuaird, near Falkirk, in Scotland, a celebrated 

^M traveller of Abyssinia ; who, after having encountered iiinu- 

^1 merable perils in distant regions, in search of the source of 

^P the river Nile, met an untimely death by a fall down a stair 

^M case, at his seat at Kinuaird, April 1794. The accounts of 

^M his travels, which occupied near the space of six years, from 

^M 1768 to 177H, abound with events so extraordinary, present 

^1 instances of persererance and intrepidity so wonderful, that 

^1 were it tli= production of a man whose character was less 

^B disputable, it would appear to be the fabrication of a romantic 

^H brain. From the discoveries of Mr. Bruce, however, Geogra- 

^M phy has received material improvements ; and, that natural 

^M history has acquired new and valuable information, is at- 

^^ tested by tUe celebrated Freach natuiralist, Count de UufFon, 
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in an advertisement prefixed to the third l^olume of Iiis Iiis- 
tory of Birds." Since Mr. Jones's account of thirty years ago, 
the name of Bruce, has continued to gain additional fame 
from his travels, and many circumstances which he related 
that were deemed almost fabulous, have been proved to be 
facts. 

In 1773, Foster Powell, the celebrated pedestrian, walked 
from London to York in six days. (The author saw him enter 
London after a simifar walk in 128 hours, about twenty-five 
years after the above period.) In this year (1773,) the use 
of coffee was prohibited by the Landgrave of Hesse-(7astle,* 
and a Schoolmaster having transgressed this law, Was found 
guilty, banished and condemned to hard labour. During this 
year Lord Chesterfield, author of the celebrated letters to 
his son, (Philip Stanhope, Esquire,) died, as did also Dr. 
Hawkesworth, the author of several miscellaneous works, and 
editor of Captain Cook^s voyages round the world. 

In 1774„ Mr. Wilkes. was elected Lord Mayor of London, 
The tiansittons and vicissitudes he experienced were so nu- 
merous, that w« barely present an outline of him, as drawn- 
(we suspect) by tlie literacy and talented Alexander Chalmers,. 
Esq., which states that thia gentleman, was intsoduced to 
public moUce,, under the patronage of Richard, late Earl 
Temple-,, and was^ for same time Colonel of the Buokinghanik 
militta. Buined with respect to fortune,, he commenced as 
poiiticftlt wsit^ against the; Earl of Bute, and instituted the 
perk)dLfWklpAperof the North. Bcitott, before alluded to. For 
the celebrated No. 45, of that paper, in which a speech of 
the King, at the close of a session in parliament, was freely 
diseased. Mr. Wilkes wa» prosecuted by the- administration 
of Mr. Geo. Grmi^iUe ; and the Essay on Woman, a licen- 
tious and obseone-composition,. of which a few copies had been 
privately printed, but which was never intended for the pub- 
lic eye, being discovered, her wias expelled front the house of 
commons^ obliged to fij^ the Idngdam, and declared an out- 
lam The friends to whom Mr« Wilkes* had. been introduced 
by Earl TempLswere,. among others the Duke of Grafton, the 
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Earls- of Chatbam and Sandwich, and Lord 1e Despenscr ;' 
and Mr. Wilkes was not sparing of Lis invective against these 
noblemen, for having deserted him in so critical a situation. 
He was followed in exile by his friend, the celebrated 
Charles Churchill, who died during his journey. Mr. Wilkes 
also commenced during his residence in France, an intimate 
acquaintance with Mr. Andrew Baxter, author of the enquiry 
into the nature of the human soul, who professes in a dedi* 
cation to the third volume of tliat work,, to have derived 
great information in the rnost abstruse points of metaphysicar 
controversy from the conversation of his friend. 

# * • • 

In the affair of his banishment, Mr. Wilkes was the occa- 
sion of bringing into q.uestion the business of general warrants 
and of ultimately gaining an important point in favour of the 
"popular part of our consttution. Having suddenly returned 
to- England at the time of the general election, 1763, it was 
again his fortune to involve the country in a great constitu- 
tional question, respecting the right of election,. Mr. Wilkes 
was'an'unchccessful candidate to represent the- city of Lorn- 
don, biit Was' imtnedfately' after elected by the freeholders of 
Middlesex. By th6 absurd policy of the administratbn, he was' 
three times expelled from the' housfe of commons, and being 
as often re-elected by the county, they thought proper, finally 
to' accept a candidate (Col. Luttrell,) whose iturabfer of votes" 
fell short of Mr. Wilkes's in the proportion of near ^^ to one. 
Tiie publications of this celebrated polittciah, besides those' 
we fiaVe'mentioned*, have been principally, an introduction i& 
a History of England written in 1768, and Speeches de- 
livered at the hbuse of commons-; His Correspondence has* 
beeh subsequently published; 

fn the yeatof Mr. Wilkes*s Mayoralty, his old' opponent, 
the R'eV. John ttbrne, was ordered to appear at the bar of the' 
lloiise of commons, fbr a bleach of privilege voted against 
him by the house, for publishing a letter addressed to tlie 
the speaker of that house, inserted in the Public Advertiser. 
The printer was ordered to attend, which he accordingly did^ 
and gave up the Rev. Mr. Home, as the writer. Mr. Horner 
ivas then ordered to appear, and upon his compliance^ he 
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was tlien orJered to appear, and upon compliance, he 
demanded to have evidence brought against him, when there 
not being anj but the printer, who was in custody, he was 
discharged. That gentleman was subsequently famous, and 
known by the name of John MarneTooke. Anecdotes of him 
will appear in our future pages. 

In tlfis year, (1774,) the new excise office was built 
on Lbe site where Gresham college stood. The author's 
affinity to the family of Sir Thomas Gresham (founder also 
jDf the royal exchange) will be alluded to in its proper place. 
'I'fhe celebrated Dr. 'Goldsmith, of popular poetic and drama- 
ijc farne, and tlenry Baker, the natural philosopher, died 
H 1.774. 
la l/?7.5. tlie two Perreaus, twins, were executed for for- 

r ^Fjy, at Tvbucn. The notorious Mrs. Rudd, who appeared 
to be so much implicated in that transaction, died many years 
afterwards, in great distress ; as did also her Jiuaband. She 
,was said to be the authoress of the " Belle Widows," a novel. 
Jler husband wiote for several periodicals; and afterwards 
for the law stationers. In this year Campbell the historian, 
died. The Stationers Company's injunction against Jdr. 
Carnan for printing Almanacks, was dissolved. Carnan was 
an eccentric and singular character. Upon obtaining his 
victory over the stationers company, he drove repeatedly, in 
triumph, round St, Paul's church yard and through Pater- 
noster row. In his lofty phceton and pair. Mr. Carnan was 
successor lo the good and great Newberry, well known to 
the children of the last century, as the publisher of Tom 

\ Thumb's folios. He was also the first pubtiaher of Gold- 

I smith's Traveller, Deserted Village, and his Vicar of Wakc- 
^eld ; for one of these publications, (we brieve the Traveller,) 

I he had given to GoldemUk so large a sum that tlie Doctor 
»id he thought '' it would be ruinous to llic poor man," and 

i ^nt him back half his purchase money — tins however t!^ 

, fibliopolist generously reHised to accept of. 

Mr. Carnan was succeeded by Power and Hancoclc, the 
fiKmer geniteman became an emiasnt vine merchant, and 
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tTie concerns liave recently become the property of two spF- 
riled and enterprising booksellers, (Hurst anil Cliance,) "Iwi 
liave made that house once more a celebrated depot for somft 
of llie brightest gems of the graphic and typographic Ait~ ' 

In 1776, Mr. Garrick, took Iiis Tarewdl of the stage; 
after having a short time before disposed of his share in tits, 
theatre, to Mr. Sheridan and others for £35,000. This year 
was very prolific in literary productions of merit - for in the 
course of it appeared Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations, Gib- 
bon's decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Dr. Priestley's 
observations on the blood, and Macpherson's History sf 
Great Britain, and original state papers. In the same yea( 
died David Hume, the celebrated Hi^toriiin, and Dr. Maty, 
Librarian to the Biitish Museum, and Editor of a Review, 
published for many years after his death, under the title of' 
Maty'* Review. Thomas Weston a noted comedian, ani 
John Rarrpson, (he inventor of the lime keeper, also died 
in 1776, the former constantly played with Garrick, with 
eclat, llie latter diJ not survive to witness the extent of his. 
researches in attempting fo produce perpetual molion. 

In 1777, the late Mr. Colman or as the present Mr. Cot- 
man styles him, (in the preface to his Iron Chest)^" Georgi 
Colman the elder, translator of the comedies, of Terence* 
purchased the Haymarket theatre- of Mr. Fbote, for an aimui'^ 
ty. Foote, as well as his successors, liie Colmnns, was an 
extraordinary and talented man ; his sliarpness at repartee^ 
and his contest with Miss Cliudlergh, afterwards Dutchess 
of Kingston, will never be forgotten. His having one of hia 
plays, (the Minor,) wfpresaed by the Lord Chamberlain, pro*- 
duced a curious interview with the then Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. The character of Mother Cole, in the Minor, and 
in fact the play altogether were considered objeclionabh 
upon this occasion Foote waited upon his grace i 
tered copy, and asked him if he would be goad 
suggest further alterations— No Mr. Foote, replied his graoa. 
— it shall not be said that Mr. Foote brought out a second 
edition of his "Minor," revised and corrected by the Arch- 
hisho^ of Canterhnrif. 
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-A melanclioly event occurred o 
tlie Rev. Dr. Dodtl, was found j 
£4,200 upon his pupil Lord Clies 
ted and executed on the 37tli of the following montli, (Maj;) 
and the author perfectly recollects with what an emotion he 
heard vociferated in Ills native Village the speech Dr. Dodd 
Iiad made at the place of ex'^cution. As perhaps many of 
our readers may not have read this speech addressed to the 
judge and to the ordinary of Newgate, which was said to 
have been partly written by the celebrated Dr. Johnson, we 
present it entire. 

The sessions being eudad at the old Bailey Dr. Dodd was 

^broug-ht to the bar, when the clerks of the arraigns addressed 

le Doctor as follows " Doctor William Dodd, what have 

rou to say why judgement to die should not be passed upon 

m accordiHg to law." The Doctor then addressed liimselfc 

foils ws: IJ 

Mt lord, * 

" I DOW stand before you a dreadful examjile of humari' 
ivfirmlty. 1 entered upon public life with the expectatieu 
Ceiuiaon to young men, whose education has bven Hberul,. 
and whose abilities have been llattercd— and when I became 
a clergyman, considered myself as not iwpairing the dignity 
of tile order. 1 was not an idle, nor 1 hope, an useless uii- 
uister. 1 taught the truths of Christianity with the zeal of 
conviction, and the authority of innocence. My labours were 
afipraved — my pulpit became popular— and I have reason 10 
thai of those who heard mc, some have been preser- 
r«d from sin, and some have been reclaimed. Condescend^ 
Lord to tliink, if these considerations aggravate my 
crime, how they must embitter my punishment. 

," Being distinguished and eUted by the confidence of 
.iqankind, 1 liad too much coufidencein myself; and thinking 
ly integrity what others thought it, established in siuccrity, 
fortified by religion, 1 did not consider the danger of 

lity, nor suspect the dcccitfulness of my own heart. 

The day of conflict came, in which temptation surprised 
and gverwhcioieJ mc ! 1 committed the crime, which I e«- 
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treat your Lordsliip to" believe that my conscience honrly 
represents to me in its full bulk of niisclilef and malignity.— 
Many have been overpowered by temptation, who are n 
among'tlie^penitent in Heaven! 

" To an act, now waiting the decision of vindicti?e j 
tice, I will not presume to oppose the counlerbalancs of aC 
most tliirly years^(a great'part of the life of man) pas 
exciting and exercising charity ; in relieving sucli disi 
as I now feel ; in administering those consolations which 1 
now want. I ivill not now otherwise extenuate my offence 
than by declaring — what many circumstances make proba* 
ble — that I did not intend to be entirely fraudulent, 
will it become me to apportion my own puDishmcnt, by al-jl 
leging tliat my sufferings have not been much less than niy j 
guUt. I have fallen from reputation, which ought to hav^J 
; into poverty i 



n sunk at >: 



given mc content. 

scorn ; my name and my crime fill the ballads in the streets 

the sport of the thoughtless, the triumph of the wicked. 

It may seem strange, my lord, that rememberiag *hB 
have lately been, I should still wish to continue what I 
But contempt of death how speciously soever it might r 
gle with heathen virtues, has nothing suitable to chiisiisn- 
penitence. Many motives impel me earnestly to beg for life. 
— I feel the natural horror of aj violent deatli, and the uni- 
versal dread of untimely dissolution. I am desirous to re^ 
compenje the injury I have done to the clergy, to the world 
and to religion ; and to efface the scandal of my crime, by 
the example of my repentance. But above all, I wish to die 
with thoughts more composed, and calmer preparation. The 
gloom and confusion af a prison ; the anxiety of a trial ; the 
horrors of suspense; and the inevitable vicissitudes of passiou 
leave not the mind in a due disposition to the holy exercise 
of prayer and self-examination. Let not a little life be de* 
nied me, in which Imay, by meditaibn and contrition, pre-' 
pare myself to stand at the tribunal of Omnipotence ; and' 
support the presence of that judge, who shall distribute to all 
according to their works ; who will receive to pardon the re- 
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petiting siimtrs ; ariLl ftoiii wtiom Hlc merciful' shall obtain 
mercy ! 

"ForfftesC reascms, my lonf, amiJat sfisme anfl miaery, 

I wHsR yet to live; and' most ftamWy implore tftiit 1 may be 

commcncfcd by yoii-rUirdyiip to the clemency of His Majesty," 

Here he snrik dawtt, quite overwlitljnGd with a^ny, and 

after some Irttle time, the Recorder apoke tohim as follows: 

I " Dr. William Dodd, 

I You are convicted of the crime of ulterinw a bond as true, 
knowing the same to be forged : yon have had a very fair 
candid trial, and every opportunity of exculpating yourself 
the law can give you. You, yourself, have admitted the crime 
vHiich you have committed, and I am glad to see the contri- 
tion and sortow which yon exprtss for the same, wliich is the 
best preparation you can make Ibr die dreadfi:! consequence : 
—If would therctore be highly improjwr for me to enlarge 
upon tJie heittOusncsB of the crime whicli you so fully acknow- 
ledge. But one thing I couM wiaii you to avoid, that is 
every attempt, to palliate or extenuate a crime of such mag- 
nitude. Your education, abilities, rank in life, and above 
all, your sacred function, are the circumstances that aggravate 
tlie matter, and spread the pernicious efffcta of the bad exam- 
ple among mankind. Dy no means, therefore, go about to ex- 
tenuate your crime, hut prepare yourself for the awful event. 
_ It remains, therefore, only for me to perform the puinful task 
t jrf' ptissing the sentence upon you which the law has provided, 
^ that is. You, Dr. William Dodd, are to be taken to the place 
from whence you came, and from thence to the place of Exe- 
cution, where you are to be hanged till you are dead, and so 
the Lord have mercy upon vom soul !" 
■ Tlie unhappy Divine thin retired with tremblings, groan- 
ii^ wflb Mitiittcrable anguish, and exclaiming in the most la- 
mentable raoaninf^s, " Lord J«sus receive my soul." 
I The following gentlemen attended Dr. DoddiuCoart; the 
EiBev. Mr. Butler, Dr. Cogan. Mr. Buckstooe, Mr. Hatcher, 
Mf. l>eDham,and Mr. Hawea. 

It appears that Lord Chesterfield was swnewhat reviled at 
Ibe time, for giving ei'idcnce against Dr. Dodd, vho had tie- 
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i^lared to him liis intention of making good the amoant ; but 
it aho appears that hU lordship, under some pretence, had 
(quitted his room, and left the fatal instrument under Dr. 
Dodd'scontroul thus giving him the opportunity of destroy- 
ing the bill in tjuestion. NotwithstftrnJing petitions in his 
favour, measuring many yards, were signed by thousands cf 
persons of the first consequence, it could prove of no avail, 
as the two unfortunate Perreaus liad been recently execu- 
ted for a similar crioie. 

Dr. Dodd's last solemn dedaration which be delivered to 
tbe ordinary of Newgate, at the place of execution, on the 
27lh May, 1777, was as follows :— 

" To the words of dying men regard Las always been paid. 
1 am brought hither to suffer death for an act of fraud, of 
■which I confess myself guilty with shame, such as my former 
sCjite of life naturally produces, and I hope with such sorrow . 
as he to whom the heart is known, will not disregard. I re~ 
pent that I have violated the laws by which peace and con- 
fidence are established among men ; I repent that I hare at- 
tempted to injure my fellow creatures, and I repent that 1 
iiave brought disgrace upon ray order, and discredit upon re- 
ligion ; but my offences against God are without name or 
number, and can admit, only of general confession and re- 
pentance, — Grant Almighty God, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, that my repentance, however late, however iraperlect, 
may not be in vain, 

" The little good that now remains in my power, is to warn 
others against those temptations by which I have been se- 
duced, 1 have always sinned against conviction, my princi- 
ples have never been shaken, I have always considered the 
christian religion as a revelation from God, and its divt(te 
Author as the Saviour of the world, but the laws of God, 
though never disowned by me, have often been forgotten. 
1 was led astray from religious srictness by the delusion of 
slmw, and the delight of voluptuousness. I never knew or 
attended to the calls of frugality, or the needful minuteness^ 
of painful economy. Vauity and pleasure into which ^I ,-. 
plunged, required expcaec, disproportionate to my income;^ 
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expense, brought distress upon me, and distress iniportiiniite 
distress urged me to temporary fraud. 

For tliis fraud I am to die; and I die, declaiing in tbe 
moat solemn manner, iLat however I have deviated frojn my 
owu precepts, I have taught others to the best of ray know- 
ledge, and with all sineer&y the true way to eternal liap- 
piaess. My life, for some few unhappy years past, has been 
dreadfully erroneous ; but my ministry has been always sin- 
cere. I have constantly believed, and I now leave tlte world 
solemnly avowing my conviction tliat there is no otlter name 
under heaven by which we can be saved, but only the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom my sins may be forgiven, 

1 ray soul received into his everlasting kingdom.. 

William Dod». 

3everat years ago, the Doctor and Mes. DoJd went on a 

lurable jaunt to Brifitol. Whilst they were there, it was 

Uial with them to ride out in the morning for the benefit of 

ktbe air. in the outskirts of the town,. In one of these excur- 

1^^ they met a floek of gipsies who surrounded them, ani 

jged they might lay open to them the future incidents of 

liheir lives. 

Mrs. Dodd was for complying to their humour, not 
through any reliai»ce upon llieir predictions, but merely to 
divert herself with a little harmless merriment. Accordingly 
she told one of the Sybils that ^e might begin her progaos- 

Etications. The Doctor, all this time, heard with silent dis- 
'l^robation, the researches of the old bag, wlio was trump- 
ing up B long siring of fortunate events- that were to happen 
4o his wife. But when the dame had finished, and was going 
S) proceed with a solution of the Doctor's destiny, lie could 
Ho longer keep his patience : but in very severe terms repre- 
hended the insolence of the woman in interrupting him, and 
amusing his wife with a jargon of ridiculous stories. The 

I gypsies however continued to entreat ; the Doctor in a ton* 
W anger, porsieted in liis refusal to hear a syllable of the ple- 
aded disclosure. 
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Mrs. Dodd paid ibe eypsiea somethio^^ the Doctor Iiav- 
ing had no consideration, the-y coDseqtieiUly Iiiid no deniaad 
upon him. One of the gypsies, when the chaise moved, 
bawled out, "since you will not give anything' I'll teH you 
your fortune for ■nolhinjf. You seem to carry your head very 
high now, but it wrH be raised higher yet before you die, for 
you will be hanged." The Doctor was so far from paying 
any serious attention to n'liat the woman snid , that the same 
day he related the affair to Sir Richard Temple and his Lady, 
with whom he dined, iu such a vein of ridicule and pleasan- 
try, that it created no small degree Of mirth among the com- 
pany present. 

Some time afterwards, the Doctor and Mrs Dodd going 
together with Mr. Angolo and several others in the packet 
from Dover to Calais, a violent storm arose, and the passen- 
gers were under dreadful apprehensions of being cast away. 
Doctor Dodd, who thought there was danger, in order to cheer 
up the drooping spirits of the company very facetiously said, 
" you may be assured that no barm will arise ; for as I am 
to be hanged, you cannot be drowned." 

The few following passages are selected from the convict's 
address to his unhappy brethercn, delivered in Newgate on 
Friday the 6th of June 1777, by Dr. Dodd. 

" To teach others whaLtAc^ must do to be saved, has long 
been my employment and profession. You see with what 
confusion and dishonour I stand before you — no more 
in the pulpil of instruction, but on this humble seat with 
yourselves. You arc not to consider me now as a man au- 
thorised to form the manners, or direct tlie conscience, and 
speaking with the authority of a pastor to his flock ; 1 am 
here guilty, like yourselves, of a capital offence ; and sen- 
tenced like yourselves, to public and shameful death. My 
profession, which has given me stronger convictions of uiy 
duty than most of yuu can be supposed to have attained, 
and has extended my views to the consequences of wicked- 
ness fartlier than your observations may have reached, has 
loaded my sin with peculiar aggravation, and 1 catreat of 
you to join your prayers with roiue, that my sorrow may be 
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proportionate to my g^uilt ! 
^^K " I am now like yourselves, enquiring— «,'7i(i( must I da 
^^Kio be saved? and stand liere to communicate to you wliat 
^^K that enquiry suggests. Hear me with attention my fellow 
prisoners, and in your melancholy hours of retirement, con- 
aider well what I offer to you from the sincerity of my good 
will, and from the deepest conviction of my heart, 

" Salvation is promised to us christians on tlie terms of 
Jhith, obedience and repentance. I shall therefore endea- 

TOur to show how, in the short interval between this moment 

^^Ej||Biid death, we may exert faith perform t^j^t/ience and eser- 
^^ftcise repentance in a manner which our heavenly Father may, 
^^vin his infinite mercy vouchsafe to accept." 
^^Bl The unfortunate Divine then proceeds to explain and en- 
^^V4brce the above duties ; for his arguments on which heads 
^" 'the reader is referred to tlie Pamphlet itself; and we shall 
only add here the following sentiments of this gentleman on 
the repentance of persons in the unhappy situation of him- 

•self and his fellow prisoners. 
' " Our repentance is like that of other sinners on the deatT) 
^)ed ; but with this advantage, that our danger is not greater, 
and our strength is more. Our faculties are not impaired by 
"weakness of body. We come to the great work not withered 
by pains nor clouded by the fumes of disease, but with minds 
capable of continued attention, and with bodies of which ive 
need have no care ! we may therefore better discbarge this 
tremendous duty, and better judge of our own performance. 
Of the efficacy of a death bed repentance many have dis- 
puted : but we have no leisure for controversj-. Fix in your 
minds this decision " Repentance is a change of the heart, 
of an evil to a good disposition." When that change is made 
repentance is complete. God will consider that life as 
nended if he had spared ft. Repentance in the sight of man, 
f the penitent, is known but by its fruit; but the Cre- 
n the blossom or the seed. Suclvweie 
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On the 1st of July 1777, came on in llie court of King's 
Bench, before Lord Mansfield and a special Jury at Guild- 
hall, an extraordinary cause, wlierein Mr. Hayes, Surgeon, 

was plaintHT, and Jactjues Broker defendant. The 

plaintifi' bad paid the defendant one hundred guineas, for 
which the defendant had sig:ned a policy of iasuraoce, to pay 
the plaintiff seven hundred guineas ivlienever he could prove 
lliat the chevalier D'Eon was a female. Mr. Biiller opened 
for tfre plaintiff, and concJuded be should prove Af 
a woman, whicfh occasioned ranch laughter. 

Mr. WaHaeeopened the cause, and drouth lie said iiecoriH' 
not go so fer as his friend reijuired, he should prore that the' 
person called tlie cheralier D'Eon was a woman, 

Two French Mftdicsl Wen we»e eaMed en *o prove (hat 
ftom tjieir own certato knowledge and abs&rvatiuD, tlie ctie- 
valier D'Eob is a female-; aisd one uf these gentlemen could 
iiot^eak a wonl of J^glisb, iitereluiK Monsteiu' I>e Moiiinde 
was called to tie 'his isterfKeter. TltSi gentletuan had pre- 
viously undergone a very long examinatioii kimselF, and:aiter 
iBUcji cereraoBy, ciicuuJoeution, and relation of presumptive 
ciicumetaoce^, pi:.avcd Ui« Eajst .dfimcto^rajtiop— that he was 
»uresbe wasa woouLD. Ti>e <Hlier ga.ve positive pioofaaS 
the saiocj 1^ idatu^ paitjculw:* tw indelicate Jior us 

Mr. MassSeUjOBthepaxt af the,defendantj , pleaded, tliaji 
tluE was utie of tkose gq^mbling .tucidents and unoecessarjr 
cases, that .ought ueyer .to.be pecmitted to come iato a court 
of justice, that, besides the inutility and indecency of .the 
case, the .plaintiff had unfairly tak^en in his .client, being in 
possessioa of intell^nce .that ertabled him to lay with greater 
certainty, ahlKMgh with such great odds on his side ; that 
llie plainti£r, at Ulb tini,e of lay.iag the wager, knew that the 
court.of France treated with the clievaliec as a woman, to 
grant her a pension ; and that the French Court nanst have 
some very strong circumstances to imbibe the idea, there- 
fore he hoped the jury would reprobate such fraudulent wa- 
gers. The defendant's counsel did not attempt to coutradic'f 
the plaiutifi's evidence, by proving the masculine gender. 
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Mr. Wallace in reply observed, that the derentlanl thought 
it no indecent thing to take a hundred guineas of hts client, 
and sign a policy, and to keep the money three or four years, 
leaving the plaintiff under the onus protandl, the difGculty 
of [jroving the sex iu question ; thai even since the institu- 
tion of the suit, be had not thought proper to pay into the 
court tlie hundred guineas, but had prudently kept all the 
money, trusting to the impracticability of the proof; but 
now it was come to the proof, truly it was indecent. It 
would not have been indecent to let !imi keep the money. 
that so far from tite plaintilT being in possession of certain 
intelligence about the wager, he had sold Baron Noltekin a 
moiety of his chance, upon the same terms lie Imd laid, eleven 
or twelve months after signing tlie policy, which he would 
not think of doing if lie had been sure of winning. 

Lotd Mansfield, witk kis usual delicacy and |)reciskio, 
ejrpresKd his abhorreBue of the wliule transaction, and the 
more so, tlieir bringing it into a court of justicB, when it 
miglU have been belter settled elsewkcre ; wUkin^ it bird 
Imco. in his power, in coucnrrence whli the jury, to have 
msde both parties lose; but aa the law bus iM>t expressly 
prohibited it, and tJie wa|^ was laid, tiie questiom beiora 
thoa ma — WTta hadwon* His Lordship obseived, tliat 
the indecency of the proceeding arose more from the unjie- 
ceaiary questions asked, than from the case iCtelf; that the 
witnesses had declared, titey perfectly knew the ChcviUiei: 
D'Eon to be a woman. If slie is not a woiaan tliey aie cer- 
tainly perjored. There is therefore, no iteed of eut^uiriug 
how and by what metltods Uiey knew it, wluck was alt tliat 
i(ac wasted to be known. 

As to the fraud suggested, of the plaintiff's knowrag more 
pian the defendant, he seemed to think there was no funn- 
dation for it. His lordship then recited a wager entered into 
by two gentlemen, in his own presence, about the dimensions 
of the Venus of Medicis, for a COO pounds. One of tlio 

Iceotlcmen said — ■" I will not deceive you ; I tell you fairly, 
t have beca tlierc and meuuicd it myself." " Well says 
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the other, and do you think I would be such a fool as to 
if I had not measufed it ? — I will lay for all that. " 

This short anecdote, accompanied by a facetious pointed 
manner of telling it, set the whole court which was very full, 
into one universal fit of hearty laughter and good humour, 
beyond all that the indelicate part of the trial had done. His 
lordship then went on with becoming dignity to state lo the 
jury, that this chevalier had publickly appeared as a man, 
bad been employed by the court of France as a man, as a 
military man, in the civil office, and as a minister of state 
here and in Russia: that there was all the presumption 
against the plaintiff, and the onus probandi lay upon him, 
which might never have been come at ; for it appeared , the 
only proposition of a discovery of ses that had been made to 
the chevalier, by some gentlemen upon an excursion, had 
been resented by D'Eon, who had instantly quitted their 
Company on that account, it might therefore have never been 
in his power to have proved his wager, but for some acciden~ 
tal quarrels between D'Eou and some of her countrymen. 

His lordship was tberelbre of opinion that ihe jury 
would find a verdict for the plaintiff. The Jury, without 
going out of court, after consulting about two minutes, gave 
a verdict for the plaintiff of seren hundred pounds and 
forty shillings. 

Lord Mansfield seemed to think that the court of France 
knew not tlie secret respecting her sex, until the demise of 
the late king ; but the French ministry knew D'Eon to be 
a woman. It was known to many of them, that she had ap- 
peared in her true female capacity at the court of Russia, 
Having recognized her as Charge des Affaires at the cour( 
of London, it would nol have comported with tlie dignity 
France, to have entrusted that nation to the management 
4 woman. This accounts for tjie sectesy observed by France 
on the occasion. 

Besides the seven hundred pounds given by the verdict' 
Mr. Hayes, he recovered three thousand pounds on otl 
policies. Immense sums in policies were dcpcndi 
above suit, 
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e early part of the year I??7, the Be*. John Home 
iras tried and found guilty of writing and publishing an 
vertisement, stating that his Majesty's troops at LexingtoBi 
in America, had commiited murder. He was in conscquenee, <" 
sentenced to one year's imprisonment, two hundred pounds > 
fine, and to find security foe his ^od behaviour for three ■* 
years. 

The author having the original advertisement in hia com- 
mon place book, tai^en from the London Evening Post of 
January 1777, inserts it from thecircnmstaace of keeping up 
ilie feature of Mr. Home's political life. 

Tuesday morning at nine o'clock, came on in Guildhall, 
before LoM Mansfield and a special jury, the trial of the 
Printer of the London Evening Post, on an iuforraation filed 
against him by the Attorney General, for printing and pub- 
lishing, so far back as June )775, l^o following adver- 
tisement. 

" King'sArms Tavern, Comhill, June 7, 1775. 
" At a special meeting this day of several members of tli« 
Constitutional Society, during an adjournment, 

"A Gentleman proposed that a subscription should bfl 
immediately entered into (by such of the members present 
who might approve the purpose) for raising the sum of one 
hundred pounds, " to be applied to the relief of the widows, 
orphans, and aged parents of our beloved American fellow-r 
subjects, who, faithful to the character of Englishmen, pre- 
ferring death to sUvery, were, for that reason only, inhu-r 
manly murdered by the King's troops at or near Lexingtoii 
and Concord, in the Pro\i.i^e of Massachuseta, on the 19th 
of last April," 

'Which sum being fmm;Ji tely collected, it was thereupon ' 
resolved. 

'That Mr- Home do pay to-morrow into the hands of 
Mess. Brownes and CulJison, on the account of Dr. FrankT 
lin, the said sum of one hundred pounds; and that Dr. 
Franklin be re€|uestcd to apply tlie same to the above men» 
lioned purpose. 

JOHN IIORNE." 



( 34 ) 

Mr. Bulkr opened on the side of tlie prosecution, by ge- 
neFftlly setting fortlt the substance of the record. 

H«was followed by Mr, Attorney General, on the same 
side, wlio reprobated in very severe and general terms the 
condtiGt of Newspupers ; said the publisliers of them earn- 
ed on an infamous trade of describing every respectable cha- 
racter in the kingdom they thought proper, in the most in- 
decent aftd sAvusive terms ; he thea stated the particiilats of 
tlf» iidvenwement whieii caused tlte prosecHtieo, and called 
it a eeiintlouB' and inflammatory libel on Gover mnsnt ; said 
it must be particularly deslgued as such, as it was worded in 
sack a manner that it was impossible to mistake it for any 
tiling else ; and be was sure the persons who wrote and pub- 
lished it could mean no other, and wish for no other at the 
time, titan to call forth tlie attention of the legislature, 
which it was originally and obviously calculated to insult. 
After ringing the changes on this doctrine for about ten 
minutes^ be called the witnesses on the sideof the prosecution. 

The first evidence was Joseph Morris, who only proved he 
bought the paper wherein tlie advertisement was contained, 
at No. 6, is the Old Bailey; buton cross examination, could 
not say it was from Mr. Miller he bouaht it, or of his ser- 
vant, or that he even so much as knew liim. 

The next evidence, Robert Harris, generally swore to Mil- 
ler, or his order, paying the stamp duties, but could not swear 
that he paid them at the time, June 1775 ; on the contrary, 
be confessed, and was confirmed by a receipt produced ia 
Court, that it was Robert Page wlio paid the duties at thai 
time, and the receipts were given in his name. 

Charles Edward Berresford swore to Mdler's giving tn a 
bond to iheStamp-OOke, in conjunction with two others, 
for the payment of duties ; but thi^ bond appeared to be 
gi»enin the year 1763; whereas the advertisement for which 
Milter was prosecuted, was not inserted till June 1775, some 
tinte before which and since, it was given up by the oilier 
two evidences, the printer did not appear as the ostensible 
person, tlic receipts fur the duties beiag given 
of R. P^e. 
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In t!ie course of cross examination, he was asked irfietter 
Mr. Page liad Hot given a subsequent bond to that of I T68 to 
tlie Stamp-office, which he positively denied. 

This evidence being concluded, Mr. Leigh replied o» (he 
partoflhc defendant. He observed, it was stated on the side 
of the prosecution, that tlie advertisement for which MiHar vras 
prosecuted, arose from a wicked malicious intention, injitrious 
to government, to all laws, and good order; but he contended, 
to prove this, it would be first necessary to establish dhat this 
was really, obviously the case; in all criminal prosecutions he 
said it was the intention alone constituted the crime, and 
gave it its complexion ; and who can say, or suppose that iSits 
was the case with the printer ? At the time that this adver- 
lisempnt appeared there was a very divided opinion respecting 
the desci'iption of the Americans ; and some of the most res- 
pectable persons of this kingdom differed widely respecting 
the construction that is now put on this advertisement. 

It came not as a paragraph of news, which in some respect 
would bring it home to the publisher, but it came in the form 
of an advertisement, not even originally to his paper, but after 
first being printed in others. He said, therefore, itwoUldbe 
a very hard circumstance if for every advcrtisemeiit which 
should slip into a paper, with the name of the author pub- 
licly at the bottom of it, as in the present case, and which, 
in some respect, presupposes it would not be done without 
its being maturely considered, should be imputed to the 
printer as a malicious Sf libelloua act. TTiat in respact to 
the import of the advertisement, "arraigning the military at 
Lexington and Concord," it had been frequently done, with- 
out the least imputation to gsvernment, as was the case in 
St. George's- fields, which had been ftequently arraigned as 
a murder, without carrying any implication upon govern- 
ment ; and some persons stood their ttials for the citarge at 
the Old Bailey. 

He then adverted to the nature of the evidence produced ; 
here says he, is only proved the paper in question being 
bought at No. 6, in the Old Bailey : no body swears Miller 
Bold it ; no body swears Miller lives there ; the only fiict 
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comes out that J^. Miller is at the bottom ef the paper, 
evidence respecting the bond likewise is equally inconclu 
aa this bond was given in 1768 : whereas the information is 
laid in 1775, a kind- of evidence, sajs Mr. Leigh, I hope not 
sufficient to convict a man of a great crime, as it cannot pos- 
sibly be taken as a fair inference, that because a man pub- 
lished a paper seven years ago, he should publisb the same 
witliin a year and a half- 

The Attorney General in reply, said little more tlian to 
yreslien the memory of the jurors in what he had said before ; 
except in reply to one part of Mr. LeigVa speech, when he 
said a name had been given at tlie bottom of the advertise- 
ment, which should screen the publisher, I^lere he observed, 
if he filed his information against that reverend gentleman, 
(meaning Mr. Home,) it would be difficult to prove it, and 
he did not doubt, (speaking ironically) but that reverend 
gentleman, might say that he was traduced, he therefore 
thought it readier to his proof to apply to the printer at once. 

The argunients being finished. Lord Mansfield, briefly re- 
capitulated the jut of the evidence, told the j.ury,. that it 
rested with their consciences to jud;^ of the nature of the 
evidence, and publication, and bring in a verdict accordingly. 

Upon which the jury, after conferring for some minutes, 
brought in the dffeiulant Guilty. 

The conviction principally turned on its being denied that 
a second bond in the name of R. P^e, had been given to the 
Stamp-office, subsequent to that of 1768 ; whereas the tact is, 
a bond had been given to R. Page in 1733, wh«n he became 
printer of the p;iper, as may be hereafter particularly proved. 

Immediately after which came on the trials of Messrs, 
Wilkie, Randal, and Baldwin, for the publication of the 
same advertisement^ and who were severally found guilty." 

In the course of this year, 1777, Mr. Bowyer the celebrated 
printer, &c. Dr. Haller, author and physician^ and Wood- 
ward, Foote and Fiervillc, three popular comedians, died — 
Peter Fiervillc lived to tlic advanced age of 1Q7. A fen 
months afterwards, (1778,) Yates and Brook sold the opet 
liouse to Messrs. Harris and Sheridan for £22000 I In 
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■ame ^ear tbe followiog celebrated characters died, viz. the 
great Earl of Cbatliam, Voltaire, Rousseau, Linnaeus the 
paturalist, and Dr. John Gregory. 

In 1779, the Qritiah stage lost its greatest attraction— the 
celebrated David Garrick ; he died at the latter end of .Ian- 
nary, and was interred tn Westminster Abbey with great fu- 
Seral pomp and solemnity. The Rev. Doctor Ashe, author 
O^ an English Dictionary, also died this year ; the work would 
have done him great honour had ho survived to finish it ; but 
ks being slighted in the finishing by other hands, prevented ha 
ibing inlo celebrity ; he also wrote an Essay upon Education, 

id a short introduction to Lowth's Grammar. Dr. Arm- 
ig, the Poet, and Dr. Wra. Warburton, Bishop of Glou- 

;ter, died in the same year, as did also the celebrated and 

ustie critic, Dr. Kenrick. 

In 1780, Lord George Gordon presented a petition to par-r 
liament from the protestant association, for the repeal of the 
law in favour of the Roman Catholics ; and in less than si^ 
months aflervtards he headed 50,000 men who presented their 
petition to the House of Commons, out of which arose the 
most alarming riots, in which several persons were killed, 
many were hanged, and numbers became intoxicated from 

inking the spirits out of the clianoels in the streets, that 

iwed from Langdale'a distillery in Holborn, which was 
Attacked by the infuriate mob. Upwards of £20,000 damage 
was done to the public prisons ; and the author perfectly re- 
collects there was scarcely a building In tlie town of Croydon 
and the neighbouring villages, but had tlie inscription of 
" No Popery" written upon it. The persons who had the 
care of the old palace at Croydon (in the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury's jurisdiction) removed from alarm, and the author, 
then a school boy of ten years of age, daily expected a visit 
from the mobility. At the latter uni of January, Lord George 
Goidon was arraigned for fiigh treason, and acq»i(ted. The 
lanet of the Georgium gidus was discovered in Uiia year l>y 
[erscbel. 

la tjie following year, (1780 severalof the proprietors and 
liplcfs of the I/indon Newspapers were visited wilh .fines 
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and imprigonment for a liljcl on tlic Russian Ambaasadoi 
Admiral Lord Hawke died id this year. 

In 1 782 the celeLraled Mr. Grattan liad tlie sum of £50,000 
voted to him by the Irish Parliament, foe the purchase of aa 
estate that was settled upon him. Dr. Solander who sailed 
round the world with Ca{)tain Cooke and Sir Joseph Banks, 
died in 1782, also Mons. Bern ouillc, the great Swiss Fhilos~ 
opher, H, Home, Lord Kaimcs, and the famous Hyder AJly. 
The talented Ryland the Engraver, was tried, found guilty 
and executed, for forgery ; he was discoyercd from the name 
in his shoe, and was In the act o£ destroying himself as the 
officers entered the room. He was the last pensoa that waa 
kanged at Tyburn — His engravings, from the exquisite draw- 
ings of Angelica KaufFman were beautifully executed. 

In 1783, the legislature instituted a prosecution, against 
frovernor Hastings, and Sir Thomas Rumbold, for extortion-, 
peculation, and cruelly to the natives of the East Indies ; and 
in this year General Washington gave tt(> the command, and 
took leave of the Amencaa Army, and retired iiito private life,. 
with the blessings of his countrymen, afKracontest of Eight 
^ears war with England. The author perfectly remembers 
Hie peace of 1783, and tho geneml illuminations ujMn that 
•ccasion. TIte silent attention which he paid to a village 
Politician from time to time, during the progress of the old 
American War, is now so strongly impressed upon his raind, 
and the character so appropriate to the sketch drawn by Ha- 
garth (not included in his voika) tliftt we present ib to our 
leaders. 

The expense incurred by the American war, amounted to 
,'fI29,123,09L 

In this year, 1 7S3, di'ed the celebrated John Dunning, Loi:d 
Ashburton, to whom the Letters of Junius have ollea. be^n 
Mtributed, as well as.to John Home Tooke, but without foun- 
dation. That great anatomist. Dr. "William Hunter, aUo 
died in the above year ; and Prince Octavius, the eighth son 
of George IIL The great French Philosopher, D'Alemherl, 
ajul Euler the famous mathematician, likewise died in ITSi. 



Iq 1784, Cliarles Macklin llie player, bad £500 awarded 

him by Lord MauslielJ, from the manager of Covcnl Gar- 
den Theatre. Mr. Lunardi ascended in tho first balloon that 
went up in England; be aacended from the artillery ground, 
Moorfields. Charles Edward Louis Stewart, grandson to 
James II. died. Dr. J. Mills, president to the royal society, 
W. Whitehead, the poet laureat, and lastly on the 13th of 
December, Dr. Samuel Johnson, the Lexicographer, and 
great and powerful writer. 

The author was much interested with tbe latter event, as it 

iduced a conversation that caused his going to London and 
ning a Bookseller. Several trades had been proposed to 
but he dislilced them alt ; until his brother in announ- 
cing the death of Dr, Johnson, from Baldwin's Weekly Jour- 
nal, exclaimed — that great man that I have so often seen is 
gone; and observing at the same time, that there was ao much 
amusemeut, Improver.ient, and instruction, to be derived frrini 
authors, books and booksellers, that he could never reconcile 
himself to any trade, but that of a bookseller, (in which 
be had served five years.) TJiia had a simultaneous 
the author; a journey to London was determined 
upon, an opening occurred, the result of which, will form a 
variety of incident in the following pages. The author, how- 
ever in closing the first and most uninterestiiig stage of his 
Recollections aud Retrospect, up to the I4th year of his aje, 
cannot take leave of his native village, without drawing a 
sketch of the principal character, who with his predecessors 
bad for many years adorned it with a dignity, hospitality, 
and liberality, that, in that spot, appears to have died with 
their family. 

The character and costume of John Parker, Esq.. fctlierof 
elate John Dewy Parker, Esq. has already been alluded 

; that of his son was as follows ; 

John Dewy Packer, Esq. was bighty educated, and inten- 
ded for the bar ; but his apparently affluent fortune, and his 
baviug to cultivate the extensive tract of upwards of *2,000 

tfes of the finest land in the county of Surrey, which be- 
Dged to Iiiin, caused hija lo give up all thoughts of the pro- 
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fession of the law; although it was believed that liis father 
.left him involved. He was gifted with agood educatiop and 
high-minded feelings, was also a magistrate of the first order, 
and of great loyalty. A court lect was held at his mansion, 
at Waddon Court ; and Uie society that joined the social 
board at this mansion, were of the first respectability, such 
as the distinguished agriculturlsls, Marshall, Arthnr Young, 
&c. The celebrated Captain Grose, as we have before re- 
tnarked, was a constant guest under the roof of Mr. Parker* 
indeed they were brother officers and Captains In the Surrey 
Militia, Parker raised a corps at his own expense ; and his 
short squat figure was so similar to that of his friend Grose, 
that the annexed carricature of Grose, drawn by himself, as 
a captain accoutred according to the absurd order, of the 

comnjander. Lord w, was equally applicable to tlie 

figure of his friend. 
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Parker was as eccentric in lib military, as in his private 
ttapacily. He raised a corps,- composed' of hn own •yeomanry' 
MilitaryevoliitiOns were performed with (lie iitraost precision, 
upon the lawn surrounding life ftiaiieion. "Some order or 
message 'from government, fiowever, dfepleasetl^iiim, upon 
I Miidh he'loudly addressetl bis men, esolairaed, " mj lada, I 
3 longer yonr commander, drew his sword from - its scab, 
ferd, threw it up in the air, and disbanded his trOQp. 

1 hb private character he was soniolimes proud aad 
matere, and even upon trifles, litigious; at<other periods 
e waa not only frank, open, amiable and -kind ; but also 
iwrat toiprofusion. IJe ^vas more careless, iodaleat, and 
* Indifferent in receiving his'rents and other Urge suras of 
mbney due to him than he was in paying the constant aad 
heavy ilemaAdsupon htm, both upon his estate and in the me- 
tropolis. -From these circumstances his affairs beoame em- 
I terrassed, and the author'a-fatiier, .(at .the risk efa'la^ge 
' wim of money he had placed in his hands); painted out ike 
dangers to which he was exposed ; a. cotnmiaston 6f Bank- 
ruptcy Vas soon ^fter issued against him, whidi made a-grea^ 
noise in the law courts, ami caused several tridlsin the ntak- 

»S^linn aiSankrupt asatrader; it was liowever accompliriied 
1^' subsequently proving that he made an immense cjuaatity 
Isf bricks, for building and that he had sold' tlio residue; this 
constituted him a trader, and be, failed for neorly X50,000. 
His property was sold during his absence ■in'Ffancc forup- 
Varda of i!6t>,000 ; his Credttors -were, paid in full, and he 
superseded the com-i ission. 

In his usual dress, hii-a;ipearance was most grotesque. 
He wore an immense lai^e till bopped cocked bat, with a 
long fjueue, descending belov-hls'Waiat. His boots were like 
fcoards, for theywera made of tlii':k bOar skin, nnd his whip 
t>f part bf a boll's hide ; sometimes he wore his amazing long 
white hair flowing over his shoslders ; but in his military ca- 
ftacity had it shortened and tied as represented in the annexed 
^H^irited frood cut. 

^^^P^DuTJDghis visits to Londonhe associated with many literary 
^^Bkiwactcrs, was fond of exploring the old book shops, and of 
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purcliasing largely, solid works, upon General History, — 
Agriculture — Irrigation, &c. — He was aUo attached to, and 
well vcfsed in several languages— Old Minshew's DictioDary 
of NtKE Langlmges, was a great favourite of his, and be 
used to boast, that he almost intuitively kneio them all. 

On Parker's estate, upon the summit of one of the loftiest 
of the Surrey-hilts, the ploiighlanda were divided from the 
sheep vralka, by a land-mark formed of a fine cluster of fir 
and holly trees, planted by the author's father, in tlie year of 
the Scotch Rebellion, 1745.* They have however, many 
years since, from their exposed situation, been shivered with 
the wintry blust, but still retain a picturesque appearance. 
Tliey stand between Lambert's Oaks, the seat of the Earl of 
Derby, and Purley, the farm house of the late Mr. Tooke, 
whose name was taken up by the late Rev. John Home, 
at the wish of Mr. Tooke, who left him a handsome property, 
merely from an attachment formed from the lively and anima- 
ted manners of Home; at an early period, when each of them 
had hired chambers in one of the Inns of the law courts. It 
was at Tooke's country farm house, that John Home Tooke, 
wrote his celebrated grammatical treatise, " The Diversions 
of Purley," a work that has ever since continued in high re- 
pute, and in great rec[uost. Some laughable incidents have 
occurred from its Title Page ; certain lilorary cockneys^ 
eottnlri/ ffentleinea And boardinff school raissiw have been 
caught by it, for instead of meeting with the light and airy 
dioerg'um of a novel, a more solid mental treat, is in that 
work presented to them. 

In writing the preceding Retrospect and Recollections ia 
chronological order, and in the third person, it has been awk- 
wjrd enough; many unforeseen inconveniencies in using 
the term author, and clashing that terra with qther authors so 
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repeatedly and unavoidably refcrrod to, will liereafter be 
avoided. An ingenious, familiar writer, M. Hutton, in llie 
preface to hia life, observes " that a man cannot speak of him- 
self without runaiDgiiito egotism, bet I have adbeced to facts. 
Some writers, in speaking of themselves, appear in tbe tliird 
person ; as the " autJior, the recorder, or the writer qfth>» 
narratiue ; which seems rather far fetched. I see no reason 
why a man may not speak in the first, and use the simple I. 

But without entering into the propriety of these methods, 
J have adopted the last. If t speak of myself, why not 
from myself? A raree-ahowman may he allowed to speak 
tkrough a juippet, hut it is needtess in an author." 

On the day of December, 1784, having just turned my 

fourteenth year, I set out on foot, accompanied by my elder 
TjTOlheri upon a journey to London, with a view of being 
liound to thB trade of a bookseller, and to the person with 
whom be had been several yeai^. Tlbe distanee was about 
eleven miles from my native village,, which I left with all the 
unsophisticated feelings of a tad bfought up in the couutry 
with the greatest tenderness. My mother, who had eleven 
children, aod had bestowed rather an ill judged liberahty 
upon my elder brother, (who had expended his own patri- 
nion«y and drawn largely upon her) was not howevec^ the 
less atTectionate, and careful of me. The day was excessive- 
ly severe, she caused me to be doubly clad^ (ewen with two 
pair of small clothes) and \ set off ere break of day^ After 
walking to London, making the necessary arrangements, ajiid 
exploring the city, seeing all the lions that came in our way ; 
»e proceeded to the Toivcr for the purpose of a real grntiti- 
cation in that way; from tlifiuce we'retucned to the city, 
proceeded to the thea estrenie end of the town westward, 
beyond Oxfbid-strect, and at a Ute- houc returned home on 
foot, the whole journey amounting to 36, miles. This was. 
my firit, and conaideriiig my age, a very severe trial, for my 
feet were blistered and the night so intensely cold, ihuL it 
vas with difficulty I could keep myself warm in walking. 
■When 1 reached the cheerful fire side of my paternal roof, 
I woe uuaUe to tiuswei (he most anxioua eu^uiiies les^t- 



iag my Jauimrg to Uie gxeat metHQfoOSi wltich stsangc lt\ 
say, m a village al so short mlislapce. was thien thought as 
importaat, as, tliougU it ^vcre aa hundred milc4 off. 

Afler a few weelu h»l elapsed / repeated ray journey ami 
in the evening of January (17^5.) paasin; ovec Blackfriais 
bridge, 1 coulil only just perceive St. Paura wkb it$ dome 
towering amid tlie snaoke aiid fog that sucrouiuled it. As I 
proceeded to Paternoiter-row, th rough a dark and oarruw 
entiy, fLon^mi-Kouae yard) nay mind was pervaded wilh 
a kind oT awe at the gleomy appeatauce af the stores of 
literature before me. 

The scene of action for my future exertions, was planted 
exactly feeing the narrow entry, which I have since recalled 
a thousand times. It was a lare;e old Fashioned house, 
with a long range of low windows, which have undergone 
little change for tho last oentnry. The person who posesscd 
It at this period, and foe several years preceedlng, was 
Tlomas Evans, a considerable wholesale bookseller, and 
well known to the literary world, as the original publisher 
of the Morning: Chronicle, the London Packet, die An- 
tiquarian Repertory; and, of a periodical work under the 
title of the London Review, oonduoted by the caustic and 
celebrated Dr. Kenrick. Gvans was also the publisher of the 
trial of Sir Thomas Hiimboid, (wlio like W. Haatings, was 
termed the peculating governor of India) and of reports of the 
secret, a»d select committees of the House of Commons, 
which caused so much noise upwards of half a century agp. 
He subsequently published the principal works of the great 
Richard Watson, late Bistiop of LandafF; but as I shall have 
much to notice respecting these and other personages, suffice 
It to say, I was placed here under the most agreeable an! 
favourable auspices. From my early application to agricuU 
tnral pursuits, my education was very limited, still I was pas- 
Bionately fond of reading, and in idea, conceived that I could 
almost swallow the contents of my employer's shelves. Being 
placed as is usual, upon UMnff, as it is termed, for a month or 
two previously to being bound an apprenlice, tin tacidcnt dc- 
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(5)irred, characteristic; &f Alexander Cbalmer»x 1^, that gteSa^ 
labourer in the field of litefature, M th^ tHue it waft usiTal. 
f&r booksellers to tc^ke b«ek the fi)%t mimbef of aaj iiew worl^ 
if not apprcnYed ; Chalmers pefcefvii^ me a stranger, and o€ 
tbe yo«teg;fry^ (daced hi» hand upon my head (now fiftj 
ye^FS since) and exclaimed — ^Evans, ** I sup^se this is nuoLr^. 
ber one^ if you do not approve of it you can return it.*' Evaot 
took his pinch of snuff, with his usual arch and< sarcast^) QoM^r 
and with an eye as piercing as that of a rattle snake, replied 
*^ just so/'^ however he was very kind to nife, and I so^W be-^ 
came a favburite. My natural bashfulness and timidity wer^ 
so great, that I dreaded the idea of being sent ^t in ther 
great mart of bustle and gay confusion, in which I frequently 
lost myself by missing some turnings, exploring othexs, i^ndL 
by being always unwilling to ask my way of any one. A% 
home under the austere manners of Evans^ J was. not less 
fimid, which even-affected my writing — insomnch that as I gfdiY 
dually gained a little confidence, and my usual style of writings 
my epjiployer was astonished at what lie conceived to be a 
rapid improvement y under \i\^i8cijf>Iiney which had in reality 
petarded it. But I was firmly planted in. the field of literature,^ 

» 

and shall endeavour to delineate the variety of character an^.- 
features of objects and persons that have from that period^ 
come under my notice; 

I was approved by my employei',' and bound as an^^sfpi^eo^ 
tioe in 17S6, to Robert Colley, a freeman and liverymai^ of^ 
t^ Stationers Gom|>any , for the purpose of being free pf thalr. 
body, and of being turned oVer to Evans^ who- beloxtged tcy; 
that of the Musiciaii^^ in which, from economy,^ he' becamer 
free by purchase. 

The gentleman that presided as Master of the Stationers^ 
Company at the period of iny being bound, and who .presented. 
Boe with a bible (as i^ usual) and his best advice,. wa& Alder- 
man Wright,, the eighty-seventh benefactor of the Stationers- 
company, (from 1^55 up to that period,) and of whom^ the* 
late venerable veteran in literature, John Nicholls,. Esq, IhuS', 
speaks^ " This^ gentleman, (Alderman Thomas Wri§ht> was. 
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tyf upwards of 50 years in partnership with Mr. Gill, as » 
wholesale stationer in Abchurch-lane, and survived his part- 
ner only a fortnight. He died suddenly after taking a walk 
in his grounds, at Dirfwich in Surrey, and without any pre- 
Tions complaint. He was attacked by an epileptic fit, and 
expired before any medical assistance could be procured. 
Alderman Gill was supposed to have amassed the- sum of 
£300,000, and the fortune of Alderman Wright was supposed 
to have been equal, if not to a greater amount. They com* 
menced business together, as stationers on London bridge, " 
retained Uie most respectable characters, and were remarkable 
for great attention and frugality.** 

Mr. Wright was several years one of the common-council 
for Candlewick Ward, where he was etected Alderman, 1777. 
He was Sheriff in 1779, and Lord Mayor in 1785. In 1786^ 
he presented to the Stationer's Company a large silver tea urn. 
He died April 7, 1798 ; and in his will, dated Nov. 24, 1794, 
hie left £2000^ to the company to which he was an ornament, 
for various beneficient purposes. His partner Alderman Gill, 
who was for many years one of the common council of the 
Ward of Candlewick, and was in 1781 elected Alderman of 
Walbrook, during which year he also served the office of She- 
riff. In 1785 he was elected treasurer of Christ's hospital, 
and served the office of Mayor in 178^, he died the 26th of 
March 1798, bequeathmg by his will, thirttf sMllm^s^ » year 
to be added to Cater's dinner I ! !■** — He was, as may be ima- 
gined, Tery parsimonious, and if what i have heard eurrently 
reported be true, his wife- was still more so. 

Mr. Dal ton, at a late period of the above bilsmess became 
an active partner, and a more amiable or more worthy cha- 
racter could not exist. He retired with a competence^ 
and made way for Key and Sons, the present wealthy proprie- 
tors of this great concern.'' Quitting digression I return to 
my initiation, having now become a member of the body just 
alluded to, 1 shall endeavour to describe my initiation at home„ 
after quitting the stationers hall. Reader imagine if you can 
llie situation of a boy — giving a treat to his^ fellow apprea-^ 
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tices, on the above occasion, and you may form some esti- 
mate of my importance. A grand supper provided, (dinner and 
dissipation not agreeing with the hours of business) at the 
table two cliairs one fixed wltliin the other, was placed for 
me, where being seated as the noble grand or president, 
with a smart looking cocked hat placed a-skance, till the 
supper was announced, it was with difficulty that I could 
summons a venous face or command it from others, until 
the music of knives, forks, and plates struck a tune of a 
more interesting nature than my own countenance^ 

Supper removed, the rosy god unlocked his purple store, 
-and two immense bowls (the custom of that day) of negus an(J 
brandy punch graced the head and foot of the table. 

Up to this period I had never tasted ardent spirits, except 
-some brandy administered in a fever, and had scarcely drank 
half a dozen glasses of wine or punch in my life, and so 
great was my dread and horror of inebriety upon this alarm >* 
ing occasion, that it fortunately secured to me^thatjgreat 
caution, and strong resolution of saying little among my noisy 
companions, which would alone preserve me from intoxica- 
tion ; I found by experience that 1 was right, and I might 
in a wordly sense exclaim, as Broome does in a scriptural 
one " Silence is the first thing that taught us our initiation 
into sacred mysteries." Besides I had a serious warning 
from one of my companions, who like a character in the 
Spectator, **.had been initiated into half a dozen cluba 
before he was one and twenty.'* I was aware that his time, 
talent and patrimony had vanished in his too fatal expe- 
rience, and all must agree with the immortal poet, that " Pro-^ 
vidence would only initiate mankind into the useful know- 
ledge of her treasures, leaving the rest to employ our Indus* 
try." 

The festive board being cleared, and the scene of reveliy 
of *' prenticed kings" having passed fairy time, I take mj 
leave of it. It made a strong impression— ^aad I never have 
forgotten it. 
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To return io my employer, Evans, he was a man of tbe 
most regular habits, possessed a strong natural understand- 
ing, was strictly honourable, rigidly punotual in busiaesSi 
and principle. His industry was as unceasing as his acute-* 
ness was ready and perspicuous. His remarks were generally 
bitter and sarcastic. Under the ];^ain, simple and unadorned 
dresis of the Quakers (to wlwm he was very partial, and by 
ivfaom he was much respected,) he evinced much sound 
nense, and some pride. 

His coat^ waistcoat, and small elothes were univerBaHy cHt 
from onp piece of cloth. He dispensed with knee buckles, wore 
Iplain worstead stockings, plain steel shoe buckles, and a neaft 
jicratch wig covering as clear a head as most of his superiors 
in education and fortune could boast of. I frequently, in 
the -language of Goldsmith ^* traced t)ie day's disasters in his 
morning's fi^^ce." Upon one occasion he cast his piercing 
black eye i^on me while I was gazing into the window of a 
print shpp, a); another time he met me whistling ; on the 
jsiightest forgetfulness or pn^issipn in business for months afr 
(erw^rds, he, with his satirical smile, accompanied with a 
Tcsenif id v\nch of snwS, would ^^pd^iiro-*-^* 1^^^ wonder at 
.^n omission ,when a lad will-^a^^ in di print shop pr whisr 
fl^ in the jst^eef,''* This soon cured me of inattentipn ;• and 
^fter slaving six days in t}ie week, I had the honour of b^jng 
emplpyed with him and others in checkir^g his books pa 
Sundays. One penny undercharged or overcharged to ^ 
country correspondent, was noted upon a large sheet ojf 
parchment, pointing out the page &c. to be corrected in the 
pext invoice ; his extreme punctuality procured him the best, 
jand ipost select customers in England, Ireland and Scotland. 
If e always kept a good account at the bank of England, where 
hp was by $oine of the clerks, taken for his own porter, and 
jused with the j^ri^^ as he termed them, enjoy their mistake, 
Although he had at a former period of his life filled a similar 
^capacity. He ^ever suffered a banker's clerk to call twice, and 
^Vas ^ strict disciplinarian. If any person in his establishment 
attempted to cut the string in opening a parcel, or to use a 
#hpet pf .pew brown |^aper in packing one, when ^a oJ4 oi^e 
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F 4rouli] a 
«en§ure. On one occasion, 1 recollect a poor !( 
Jones, liLS porter, a couMrytnanoriiis own, was tricked outof 
a parcel by two swindlers in the street ; it amounted lo about 
3£. he made liiin pay for it at £'2 per annum, altliougji be had 
but £10 a year wages at tfie time : but he jived is the house 
until faehad four times that amount, sported a pswdecetl head 
and pis' tail, black satin breeches, stone set knee buckles, sil- 
ver shoe buckles, blue silk stockings, and frilled shirts, sucU 
was the foppery and frippery of " by gone days." The old. 
French revolution, and ihe^oll, or hair powder tax correcte4 
these follies. 

or Mr. Evans, a still qiore faithful description (with one 
r two exceptions) has been drawn by the late John Nicholls, 
who thus speaks of him : — " Mr. Thomas Evans, who 
■I<*e(l July 2, 1803, aged 64, had been for some years a con- 
siderable bookseller in Paternoster-row, to whigh situation he 
advanced himself by industry and perseverance, as he had, ie 
.common with many other respectable characters who have 
trod in the same path, very little Lo boast of in point of origin; 
Jiving, when he first came to towo, with Mr. W, Johnston, a 
bookseller on Ludgatc-hill, in the humble capacity of porter. 
He afterwards became publisher of the Morning Chronicle 
aud Lo.tiijo.a {"ac^e^, which introduced him to the acciuaiib- 
e of Dr. Kenrick, Mr Macfarlane (author of the history 
t George III.) and sevei-al other literary characters, from 
e friendship and conversation he obtained much valua- 
information- During the publication of the former of 
these papers, a paragraph .i|'pciiied in it against Dr. Gold- 
smith, which so incensed the jioet, that he was determined tg 
seek revenge : and no fitter object presenting itself than the 
publisher, he was resolved all the weight should fall upon his 
back, accordingly he went to the office, (No. 54, Paternoster 
row,) cane in hand, and fell upon him in a most unmerciful 
manner. This Mr. Evans resented in true pugilistic style ; 
^^jnd inafcwmomcntslheauthorof "The Vicar of Wakefield" 
^Httu disarmed and extended on the floor, to the no small di- 
^^BH'ioh of the by-slanders, Mr. Evans next succeeded to th$ 
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business and connection of Messrs. Hawes, Clarke, and 
I Collins, No. 32, Paternoster.row: the success lie met wilb 
I in this house is well known, and the youths who were bred up 
I under his instruction, arc now the ornaments of the profession. 
I He had for some years retired from business. By his will, 
I made two years before his death, he berjueathed the bulk of 
I hh fortune to Mr. Christopher Brawn, (late assistant to Mr. 
I IiOngman and father of Mr. Thomas Brown, now a partner rn 
I ibat respectable house,) with whom he had canlkiued on terms 
I of the closest frieadship fur above forty years. A nejihew 
r 6f his was clerk in tlie house of Messrs. Long;man and Co. 
I To his wife, with whom he had not lived during the last five 
I years, he bequeathed £40 a year, and also £20 a year to a 
[ Biece. The cause of separating' from his wife has been atlri- 
I Imted to her partiality for one of her sons, who ftiiletl in busi- 
ness as a bookseller a few years ago in Paternoater-row, and 
afterwards was literally reduced to beggary, and died in the 
street a year and a half before his father : lie had auotlier son 
at sea. Mr. Evans requested in his will that he might be 
buried without cofiSn or shroud, and that the whole of hia 
ftineral enpences should not exceed 40s." 

Such is the statement of Mr. Nicholls, and which is correct, 
with one or two trifling exceptions, which I take the liberty 
of explaining, and of including a few additional particulars of 
an eccentric and extraordinary man. 

Mr. Nicholls, in page 7 12 of yol. V. of his Anecdotes, cor- 
rects the principal error in his Statement, in vol. III. page 
720, 721, The correction ig as follows :—" Mr. Thomas 
Evans never had more than one son, who married, iu 1700, a 
daughter of the second Mr. Archibald Hamilton. He com- 
menced business for himself in his father's life time, which ho 
ruined in a few years, deserted his family, and went to Amer- 
ica ; carae back, and died in absolute distress," 

The fact is, Evans notwithstanding his great industry, in- 
legrity, and apparently strong mind, liad like all other men, 
btsweakside — but the disappointment of great expectation 
centred in an only sou and rendered more acute in prO' 
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Sjwrtion to the partial fondnes wliicli lie Iiad atways felt for 
tim, must serve to throw a veil over reach ofhis subacquent 
conduct, or at least to palliate the pamfiil antipathies which 
were so strongly rooted in his mind, that no argument or in- 
terference of friends could ever remove them. His example 
is worthy of being noticed as a caution to every parent pla- 
ced ia a »milar situation. 

As regards my recollections respecting Mr, Evansand his 
family, as well as his literary and commercial connections, I 
have always felt a peculiar sensation, and so lively an inte- 
rest in the variety of incidents attached to them and his 
friends, with my own vicissitudes; that I trust I shall be par- 
doned for entering into minutiEe. At the time my brother 
was bound an apprentice to Evans, about the year 1778, his 
principal assistant was Mr. John Harris, a gentleman who 
had then been with him several years, possessing considera- 
ble ability, with erery other requisite, in attention, expedi- 
tion and perseverance, to acquire a fortune, and which has 
been realized. I believe, that after remaining with Mr. 
Evans for nearly fourteen years, he in compliance with his 
employer's wish settled for a short period, as a bookseller 
at Bury St Edmund's, but, from the activity of his disposi- 
tion, and the energies of his mind, he soon became disgus^ 
ted with so dull and Inactive a life, compared with the ck- 
traordinary and necessary exertion required of a wholesale 
bookseller in Paternoster row. At the petiod ofhis retul■I^^ 
in 1785, my brother had left Evans, and I supplied the™- - 
cancy. Mr. Harris returned to his avocation as manager, 
pro /(■)W^o;'C, but his disposilon, and Evans's eccentric and, 
positive habits, (added to a btiud partiality to his son) but 
ill accorded. A separation took place, and for a short p«- 
riod.JMr.H. conducted the business of the late John Murray, , 
(father of the present well-known bookseller of tliat name) a 
gentleman of good education and of considerable tact in that 
day, but being a man of strong passions, ns well as of a 
strong mind, the irritability of the Scotchman (Murray) evea 
surpassed that of the Welchman (Evans) and Mr. Harris 
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giadly made liU retreat to a spot more congfiaial to liia min 
whicli was the estalihslimeal of the late Mr, Francis New< 
berry, booksellei, at the west end of St. Paul's, who was^ 
for several years, publisher of the Geiitleiniin's Magazine, he 
died ia Jauuary 8, 1780. His widow survived- liim many 
years, but retired from business which Mr. Harris Imving 
conducted for a length of time, succeeded to, atid'lias retired 
from with an ample fortune, leaviiig the estabhshiient tohis 
son, the present Mr. John Harris, who can boast of one of 
the most respectable concerns, in its way, in the kingdoro-. 

The person nent in Mr. Evans's confidence to Mr. Harris, 
was the late Mr, Christopher Brown, before alluded to ; a 
gentleman whom I haveoflcnbecn^lad losce entering lilvans's 
shop, to assist and get oyer the labours of what the .book- 
sellers term Mii^i:ine ^A^hi. — This, generally, on the last 
and first days of the month, brought on the hours of one or 
tvjo o'clock in the morning, ere the packing of country or- 
ders was finished. In tliis arduous duty Mr. Brown assist^t 
Mr. Evans for many years, on those pressing O' 
tlie business of his employers establishment had c^age^u 

In a late jukiiication, (Taver» Anecdotes-) I gave a 
of this gentlemaR, accompanied with a [)ortTait, 
t^is. The account is as^ follows:— • 

The introduction of the portl-ail of the late Mr. Ghrisrto-^ 
pher Brown into this publication requires, perhaps some ap- 
pology, or an explanation, without which justice would not 
Be done to his character; for let it not be imagined that 
Mr. Brown was a wine bibber— an advocate fbr, or a fre- 
qiicnler of, taverns or coffee houses, merely from the circum- 
Biance of his having been secretary, for many years, of a 
respectable society, where several eminent tradesmen, par 
ticularly booksellers, retired after the faligues and labours' 
of the day, to unbend, over a bowl of Tabby's esqoisttte 
punch,* or a tankard of Whitebread's entire, at the Three 

* 'I'abby, a lamoua punoh-makcr of llmt day, as tlie (at\<eT of a lale 
[niblishFr or petiodicale, nnd many olber ie»pectnhle boahsellers, evperieni- 
oad, and whose fame perliapa caused the ioUreet ia so appareuUy tcifliae «- 



had ceased ^(^^B 
I gave arsbi^^H 




TIAb Portrait of M? BROWN Qirir worOry Secretary. 







J'OMAffXK? S 



( 53 ) 

Jolly Pigeonsi that will be remembered as long as Goldsmith's 
comedy of *' She Stoops to Conquer" shall be admired, and 
as long as that sign shall continue to have a Tony Lumpkia 
for its advocate. 



t The Three PigeoRs Is situate ia Butcherh^ll -lane, bounded by Cbriat 
Church aad Saow-hiil on the west, St. Martin's-le-Grknd and Cheapsida 
on the east, hy Newgate-street, and Ivy-lane (where Dr. Johnson's club 
ivas held) and Paternoster-row (which we have already adverted to) on 
the South, and hy Little Britain on the north: of the last mentioned, 
Washington Irving has given an admirable picture in his ** Sketch' Book," 
V»ut, as he has not given a portrait of the last resident bookseller of eminencep 
in that ancient mart of bibliopolists, he has left us the pleasing task of per* 
forming an humble attempt in that way : but even we« who knew the char* 
acter, are almost spared the trouble ; for could the old literary frequenters 
qf Button's and Wills' coffee houses again appear in human shapes, with 
their large wiry, white curled wigs, coats without a collar, raised hair buttons 
square perpendicular cut in front, with immense long hanging sleeves, co« 
Bering a delicate hand, further graced by fine ruffles ; a long waistcoat, with 
angled-off flaps, descending to the centre of the thigh, the small clothes 
sighed m front, and closed with three small buttons ; with acci^rate and ma« 
thematically cut, square-toed, short-quartered shoes, with a large tongue, to 
prevent a small sized square si Iver buckle hurting the instep or soiling the 
fiQQ silken hose, they would present an exact and faithful portrait of the late 
Edward Ballard, standing at his shop, at the GlobSf over against the pump, 
in lyittle Britain. He was the last remaining bookseller of that school, if 
we except the late James Buckland, at the sign of the Buck, in Paternoster 
row, with one or two others, who put one in mind of Alexander Pope, in 
stature, size, dress, and appearance. The Writer of this article recollects, 
when a boy, frequently calling at Ballard's shop, and purchasing various 
books, in a new and unbound state^ when they were considered to be out of 
print, and seme 0/ them really scarce. This arose fiom the obscurity of tha 
once celebrated Little Britain, and the great age of its last resident bookseller, 
who, till his demise, letained some shares and copyrights (notwithstanding 
he and his brother had sold the most valuable to Lintot,) in school and reli- 
gious books ; with the last remains of a stock, principally guarded and watched 
b^ an old faithful female servant, Mr. John Nicholls gives the follQwin^ 
interesting account gf the family. 

*'The Bullards of Little Britain, famed, for more than a century, as th« 
supporters of literature, were noted for the soundness of their principles ii; 
church aud state. The father of them was celebrated by John Dunton ;[«] 

{,1 J The origioal ^^^'^^f ^ Appears by the auction catalogues, w^ Bullftr4i 
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Mr. Brown was of the otd school of booksellers, and, per- 
haps, there never was an assistant, in any cstablisbment, that 
possessed more asskluhy and integrity, with an acuteneas of 
feeling for the interest of his employer that could not be ex- 
ceeded : it was unceasing for upwards of thirty years, and 
the business he got through, even at an advanced period of 
life, with clearness, [U'ecisiuB, and expedition, was truly 
tonishing-, Tlie writer of this sketdi remembers him, with a] 
the, early asaocinlioDS and pleasing recollections of that peri 
of bU life, above tbrty years back ; and, even then, his tliin' 
spare form and bending figure would ainioat convey the idea 
that he was worn out by eserlion 
his cheerfulness and exertions ( 
wards of twenty years afterwards. 
elieerfulness, the snavity of his 
disposition, (to which was added 



inued unabated for up- 

wasowing to his natural 

rs, and amiability of 

a great portion of humour) 



that he was chosen a permanent secretary in tlie society of 
" Free and Kaa^ CounaMlors under the- Caullfiomer"* 
and never was there a society conducted with more decomtif] 
^d juHidonce. U consisted of steady men of business, wltq 







will, aftliesecunitgranrlson, (lisra are a Tew BibUomankL 
KCDilact Ilk. iatagiily and civijity. Suhnol-booka and divioily calalagues 
wue Iheir [larEtcular Jnnt. Ths fatlier, Samuel, who was mwiy yean lie- 
PH'y uf tha ward of AlilEnigalB Witliin, clied August 37. ITCl. The onlj 
tun EJwurJ, it led January 1, I79S, u tlio ago uf 88, in tlie satna houw jg 
which ha waaborat He had oul-livod his manlftt faculties, and for ■( 
InmausaJlo bec^ried about ID a otvue. Ho wan the laat of the probi 
in yule Brilitln. aac« tluj granO tiiit[ioriuin oC lioaks 

It is nol ittai^ years ttnce (wti buakwllers, wha resided there. wer« 
used 111 spgrt dtair nibria jjniti olaae to each other, SA Tom Davis^ did lu 
liu^iJUittect, reihtpa Saw»11 iBCurnlidl, wai tliela^ wbaexlulHled tli 
laadiiig; authera iu his aboji ia th >i way. How few ceiuenUie/ whea it 
■at anuMoiuinonlhingto (loioh 

]Vnl<. — Tli« writer recollecia Air, Quckland, oJ'FaHriiaMr'row, andn 
or two peraona ia Iho Straml. «toptiiif llioM lubiic poata, thu previa 
many good WotkaUciiv^ soiled, by placing them in tli« windowa. 



Tlia large oauHAuwer paittted oik ilte teilhig was latonded tt 
cBuliflewBc-iop on the goliin p/ furttr, whicli was {ifttd for by ^ 
lasul under it al bis iDilialiao. 
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at that (lay retired from fatigue, and enjoyed agla,S3 in mode- 
ration, a pipe, and a clieeiful song; and the writer, with 
bmidreds of oLliers, well rem em hers the vocal powers of Mr. 
Brown, when poured forth in favour of Anaereon, or the 
gods and goddesses ;J but, to turn to his more serious avoea- 
lions, as a man of business, as a faithful assistant, as an aiTec- 
tionate husband and falher, no man could possibly stand 
higher. Of his talents and industry we shall endeavour to 
give a faint idea. So long ago as the year 1785, he presented 
the figure that has already been described, and of which onr 
portrait may be relied upon to be an accurate resemblance, 
and, we trust, an acceptable one, hoth to the young as Wdl 
as to the old /ri^. Nursed in the cradle of tliewliolesale book 
trade, Mr. Brown had, as before noted, been many years an 
assistant to the late Mr, Thomas Longman, of Paternoster- 
row, until the death of that truly respectable gentleman, by 
whom he was not forgotten in his last moments for his long 
and faithful services ; nor did Mr. Brown quit that great es- 
tablishment forseveral years, until a vast extension of the 
wholesale foreign and domestic trade, a new and general 
system of publishing modern works, and his j/ooii old age, 
rendered it necessary for lum to retire into the bosom of hid 
family." 

A few years subsQf|iient to the above period, Mr. Brown's 
friend (Evans) whom he used occasionally to assist, resigned 
business in favour of an only son, who was unfortunate, whea 
the whole of the finest and best selected wholesale book con- 
nection, in the trade, was handed over to the respectable 
firm of Messrs, Longman, Eees, and Co. This, with the 
original capital, stock, and connections, of that house, toge- 
ther with subsequent exertions in the wholesale country arid 
foreign trade, and in publishing the most expensive, valua- 
ble and useful works, has rendered an establishment, for- 

t I-oynl, Anacraontio, mil i-lassical songs, were Uie worth; pnsJeat'* 

• His friend, Mr. Thomaa Euans freqnavll; offered to forirard hia m-os- 

Kts 10 biisincse Ly ad/mciijg hiin mouej for ihat purpose: but Mr. 
.wn aa cooaianlly tolused. Mjing, lie could not Ibiuk yf Iwiving Mr. 
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hierly conducted by two principals and three assistants, iloW 
the first of its kind in the world ! and it affords us peculiaf 
satisfaction to state, that the eldest son of our friend is a 
partaker in the harvest reaped in the field where his father 
was so many years a faithful steward and a constant labourer^ 

The portrait which accompanies this work was taken from 
an admirable likeness, by John Eckstein, sen. He (£ck-» 
stein) was well known in London and Birmingham about 40 
years ago. In the latter place he was a constant visitor, 
and, I believe, a member of a club, held at Preeth's Coffee 
House, Freeth was a poetical publican, and some of the 
most respectable men in Birmingham frequented his house. 
Eckstein painted portraits of twelve of the principle members 
of the club, in one large oil picture. The likenesses are 
said to be good, and the conditions were, that the last of 
the survivors should have the painting. Only two are now 
living, of whom the well-known Mr. Bisset, of Leamington, 
ii one, and Mr. Wilkes of Birmingham, the other. The 
painting still remains in its original station. 

Spouting Clubs, in my youthful days were greatly in vogue, 
but the vein of ridicule thrown on them, in the prologue to 
** The Apprentice," not only checked the mania at the time, 
but brought them into a disrepute, from which, fortunately, 
they have not recovered. The following will serve to convey 
ftn idea of them : — 

PROLOGUE TO THE APPRENTICE. 

By Arthur Murphy, Esq. 

I'rologues precede the piece, in mournful verse^ 

As undertakers walk before a hearse ; 

Whose doleful march may strike the harden'd mind. 

And wake its feelings for the dead behind. 

To-night, no smuggled scenes from France we show, 

'Tis English — English, sirs ! — from top to toe. 

Though coarse the colours and the hand unskill'd. 

From real life our little cloth is fill'd 

The hero is a youth, — by Fate design 'd 

For culling simples, — but who^e btage struck mind 

iNor Fate could rule, nor his indentures bind. 
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.A place there is where tach young Quizdtes tneei^ *. 

'Tis called the *' Spouting CJuh, — a glorious treat,** 
Where preotic'd Kings alarm the gaping street : 
There Brutus starts and stares by midnight taper. 
Who all the day enacts — a woollen draper. 
There haml\et*s ghost stalks forth ^th doubled 6dt> 
Cries out with hollow voice ,--^" last, list, O list!'* - , 
And frightens Denmark's prince, a young tobacconi^ 
The spirit too clear'd from his deadly white. 
Rises, — a haberdasher to the sight ! 
Not young attorneys have this rage w^hstood. 
But change their pens for truncheons, ink for blood! 
And (strange reverse !) die -for their country's good. 
To <heck these heroes, and their laurels crop. 
To bring them back to reason — and their shop. 
Our author wrote ; — O you Tom, Jack, Dick, Will ; 
Who hold the balance, or who gild the pill ! 
Who wield the yard, and simpering pay your court. 
And at each flourish, slip an inch too short, • 
Quit not your shops ; there thrift and profit call. 

Whilst lieie young gentlemen are aot to fall J 

IBell Kingu 
But 8oft ! — the prompter calls! — brief let me be- 
Here groans you'll hear, and flying apples see. 
Be dama'd perhaps; farewell ! — remember me !* 

Keturning to tlie subject of booksellers, it may not be un- 
mterestifig to give some of their Signs. 

The reader has doubtlessly, heard of the origiti of manj 
signSy and the cause of the discontinuance of those projec- 
tioDs, that not only darkened tlie metropolis, but, among 
other benefitt, in heavy city showers, bestowed gratis, those 
baths that were not considered the iTK)st salutary. Striking in« 
stances of this nature were produced at the various inns, &c« 
"where separate signs were han^r ucross the street, describ* 
mg the places of destination thev li^d conveyances to ; bi4 
what appears most ridiculous in the si ;ns of our forefather^ 
was, the inapplicability of many of them. I shall instance 
a few, particularly such as attach to literary friends. ^ 

• Among the heroes of the Sock and Buskin, may be enumerated so^ 
reral printers of some celebrity, among whom were Crowder, JMunden, 
liemstead, Foote, &c. besides some of their companion.^, who relumed t9' 
•their legitimate profession, and one of them has since shone conspicu* 
^9»s\f in citjf honors ! / .' 
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Amongst Uie Itookaellere, of no very early date, mny }ttM 
enumerated; Crowder at the si^ of tlie Jrooking-Glass \ 
but a3 knowledge is the mirror of the mind, perhaps it was 
not objectionable. Next is Longman, at the sign of the^Ayj; 
and as the members of Uiat respectable liCHi.se have sailed 
througii with so high a character, no objection ought to be 
made to their symbol : but Baldwin, at the sign of the iJosc, 
and Evans (with whom 1 served my apprenticeship,) at the 
sign of the Red Lion, cannot so well be accounted for. Of 
BucUand, at the sign q1 the Jiuck, except from the etymo- 
logy or similarity of eound, we cannot perceive the sense J 
Key at the sign of the Hare, perhaps, may be more allowii^| 
ble ; for Jonatlian, like his Transatlantic namesake, was * 
early in the field of the book tribe, with his specimens of pa* 
per. White, at Horace's Head, in Fleet-street, and Riv- 
ingtons, aX. iht. SUile and Crown, in Sf Paul> Church- ., 
yard, were classically and religiously correct ; th^ latter havM 
continued their sign for about a century. Cobbett put nm 
the Bi!4e, Crami, ami Constkutlan, in Pall-Mall ; 
we may Judge from his general habits, he couUl only haval 
done so, that he might be afterwards able to say he luii, 
pulled titem doren. 

As the following title-pages, copied from old hotAia, %\t 
a tolerable idea of the whimsicality of booksellers' signs, 
n time when every tradeenkan had his distinguishing enibleiOf'J 
and may not be altogether unacceptable to the bibliomauistjl 
they are here preserved ; they will, at least, be an excusDrl 
for any absurdity that may present itself, in that way, \»\ 
modern times : — 

Barclay's Shyp of Folys. Imprentyd |n tlie Cyte of Loo- \ 
dyn, in Flete Stre, at the sign of Saynt George, by Richat^'l 
Pynson, at hys costc and charge. Date, 1509. 

Berner's (Juliana) Booke of Hawking, Hiinting, Fyshing^d 
Impryntyd at London, in Flete Streaie, at the sygne of fiiftfl 
Rose Gorlande, by William Coplaiid. 

Barnes' (Barnabe) Divine Centvrie of Spirituall SoQnpts„l 
London, printed by John Windet, dwelling at I'oule'a Wharf^ ] 
at the signe of ihe Crosse Keys. 
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The WorkesofCaoffrey CBftncer. Imprinted at UmAm, 

fc*^ Wyllyam B»i)iam, dneDiag in Paule's Cliurch Yaide. 
EW^.tlte signe, of tlie RteA Lyon. 

Chaucer's Assemble of Foulei. Impryntetl in London, 
& Ki Ftet« Strete, at tlie aygneof lite Sonne, agaynst the COn- 
«^ yte, by me, Wynkyn tie VVorde, the xxiiii day of January, 
m «) the y6re of our Lorde, 1530. 

Churchyard's GenerklR^ersall of Warrea. Imprinted in 
X-^ndon by Edward White, dwcllyng at the little north ikfor 
«:kf Panic's Churcli, at the signeofthe Gunne. 1571}. 

Goodall'a Tryallof Trauell. London, printed by Jol.o 
iMoTton, and are to be U>ld by James Upton, at his shop iu 
I»aul"B Churcli Yard, at the sign of the Fox. IG3(t. 

Haywood's Pleasant Dialogues and Drammas. Pfioled \ty 
'fbomoa Slater, in Duclc Lane. 1637. 

Hayman's Quodlibets, &c. London printed by EllEab^tli 
All-dei fbr Roger MUcliell, dwelling in St. Paul'ii ChUreh 
Tfard, at the signe of the Bull's Head. 

Willfride Holmes' Fall and Euil Success of RebeHftn; *c. 
Imprinted at London, by Henry Binnemann, dwelling in 
Knighttider Streate, at the aigne of the Meraaide. 1573, 

Ben Johnson's Poems. PrinLeJ for Thomas Passenger, at 
theThrte Bibles, about the middle of London Bridge^ 1672- 
Literature from the North, & News from All Nations. Prin- 
ts f6r John Dunlon, ai the Black Ilavon, in the Poultry. 

[ I believe this was the firal re-view of books published in 
London ; but Mr. Nicholls does nut refer to it in his enter- 
taining book, "The Life and ISiTorg of John Dunlon," I 
remember mealing with o copy of Bunion's review at Clon- 
mell, in Ireland. It had a copy of his sign, " The Dlacfc 
Ktven," as a frontis|>iecu, and a very curious woodcut of a 
Ueehive, as a vignette.] 

Of Milton's Paradise Lost, it may not be amiss to insert the 
names and signs of the early publishers. We hud a copy 
MQted la the " BlhlioUieca Anglo Poetlca," — London, prin- 
ted and are to he sold by Peter Parker, under Creed Church, 
itaar Aldgaie, and by Robert BouUer, al the Turk's Head, ia 
^ishop»eate SUrcct, &o. 1667. 1st ediliou. 
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n, l>eing also the first, with an altered titfe- 
priiited by S. Simmons, and to be sold by 
L the Bishop's Head, in Duck Lane, &c. 



, Another Edili 
page. LondoUj 
S. Thompson, 
1668. 

Another Edition, to be sold by T, Haider, at the Angel, 
to Little Britain. 

Anthony Munday's Banquet of Daintie Conceits. At 
London, printed by J. C, for Edward White, and are to be 
sold at t)ie signe of tike Gunnc, at the little north door of 
Paule'g. Anno 1588. 

A Night's Search, by Humphrey Mill. London, printed 
by Richard Bishop, for I^urence Blaieklock, at the Sugar 
Loaf, next Temple Barre. 

Men, Miracles, &c. Printed for William Shearea, Jun., at 
the Blue Bible,iu Bedford Street, in Covent Garden. 1656. 

Manby's Triumph of Oliver Cromwell. London printed 
for John Tey, at the While Uon, in the Strand, near the 
New Exchange, 1652. 

The Mysteries of Love and Eloquence ; or, the Arts of 
Wooing and Complimenting, as they are managed in Spring 
Garden, Hide Park, the New Exchange, &e. &c. London, 
printed by James Rawlins, for Obadiah Blagravo at the 
Black Bear and Star, in St. Paul's Church Yard. 1685. 

Before 1766, the signs are described as large, finely gilt, 
and very absurd ; golden perriwigs, saws, axes, razors, trees, 
lancets, knives, cheese, salmon, blacks heads with gilt hair, 
half-moons, sugar loaves, and Westphalia hams, were repea- 
led unmercifully froin Whitechapel to Piccadilly. One per- 
ambulating the streets must have felt rather unpleasantly 
during a high wind, when hundreds of signs were swinging 
on rusty hinges above him, threatening a descent ; and pent- 
Louses and spouts pouring cascades upon his luckless head. 

To return to Mr, Erans, and the internal arrangement of 
lib (iiraily and household. His sou James, received every 
pecuniary and other indulgence from his father while at 
■chool with the talented Mr. Macfarlano, author of the "His- 
lor/of George III." and subsequently with the Rev. Vicesi- 
tnus Kuos, master of Tunbridge School, author of "Essays," 



2 vols. " a Ti'caiise on Education, " in 3 vols. " Personal 
f^obility," &c. &c. and the original compiler of the "Elegant 
Exiracts." * Under such men, young Evans received a 
I'beral Education, and liis instractors were always welcome 
gUesls at hia father's house. On hia leaving school, to pursue 
^"s fulher's profession, the greatest expectations were formed 
''y a fond parent, but a ffoward and nntowarU disposition 
"Q the part of the son, soon blighted these hopes, which a 
P^'evions over indulgence, after coercive measures, and the 
^^lirical disposition of the fatlier, were not calculated to 
''^^tore, although he put Uim at the head of his establishntcnt. 
Mr. E. had two apprentices elder than young Evans ; one 
"•lie son of a gentleman in Cheshire the other the son of the ' 
**ev. Wm. Rider. I I was a year or two younger thari either, 
^nd only a silent observer of' the jarring interests between 
*-liem. From some inUifFerent family arrangements, the two 
•Ormet left tlie house ere their apprenticeship was expired, 
'having me to witness the disunion between the father and 
»Qn. The latter, at about I9j_ married (as Mr. Nicholls has 
stated) the daughter of the second Archibald Hamilton, the' 
■Well-known printer of the " Ciitical Review," " New Annu- 
al Register," &.c. Evans becume a partner with his father in 
a fine wholesale trade, and Miss Hamilton liad a handsome' 
nnarriage portion. Notwithstanding these circumstances, 

* Such vtas Itie tucven of tliis Selcctiun, Itiat in nddilion to the rompi-' 
ler's pruGu sbnred willi tbe late Mr. Dill;, il u said the latlei gentleiaao 
e Di. tifkax a presecitof A carriage and a pair ot horses. 
} The Rev. Wm. llider U. A. was lecturer at St. VeJa^t Fouet'bae, 
paptlde, and curate of Si, Failli'ii, at nliich latter cliurch 1 Troc^ueally 
Is sernions, in compan]' nlth Mrs. Evans, hi« friend, and iha 
wife of my employer. }le was rather a pompous but talented lillle man ; 
Le occasionally wiote lome nilty pioducdons for Rvaii9> attd editod the 
" Ladj't Magaiiue" for iieveral yeuti, but the reader will be surpriied, on 
leFeiiing lo ^Vat's " Billiallieca" to perceive Lie uunierotit ether elabnratu 
pioduciiond ; among which wen his " Hiritory al Ku^laad" ie 50 volumes 
(origiaally intended to be 25 vols.) 18 mo. He alsu compiled " a Dicli- 
oniry of Arts and Sciences" and wrote an oxtensive " Caramenlary on tdu 
Kble," which woa pablialieil with ihe Bible ilielt in 3 voluniea, in folio, 
nitL K» name aifiied. 
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family, tiaving three of my ctiiklien born ere uiy apprcaiic^ 
ship had expired. 

To do Mr. Evans, sen. justice, lie beliaved generousry;! 
lite, and soon after gave u^ tlie business to liis son, 
ciuitcd my services still more liberally. It is impoBsibieJ 
describe the anxiety of iny mind, from the necessarily i 
sant attention and application to business, blended with my'" 
family cares, at so early an age, and tUe [wivation oE advan- 
tages from Uie fortnne which mj brother had not only passed 
through, but drawn considerably ttpon the slender fund of 
fond parents. Young Evans's I'eeliiig; and kindness can ne- 
ver be forgotten by me, for, notwithstanding an ovcrbearmg 
dtspositiou, he liad many amiable and good (qualities, 1 ho^ift^H 
witnessed hin) as an alTectioaate husband, and an a fiectioDat^^H 
and tender father weeping over hiasick child ; and experieoJ^^I 
ced his friendship, In allowing me, (although Rtill an £>j^>^^^| 
ttce) a haiidsomo weekly stipend, and an addition al ^uinu^^H 
one of £50, fbr accompanjing him in exertions in an in- , 
crease of trade that woidd have pioduced him an ample 
fortune, but' for an uuroctuuata turn ho suddenly took to 
expensive lirin^, in tbwn and eflunify, associating witH 
expensive and gay companions, keeping unseasonable hbuii^^H 
and not only neglectiug; business and retarding tiiose unq^t^l 
him, but also of putting it out of hia owti power lo protert 
them. 1 had, at length, not only werved out my seven 
years' apprenticeship, but continued, partly from a feeling of 
gratitude, and partly fVoni necessity, nearly three years lon- 
ger, in utmost ;> state of slavery, and a series of anxieties and 
trials that 1 shall licrealler describe, both on the part of young 
£vaiis u(id mytetf' Eor tho present I shall quit the painful 
task, for the moce pleasing one of retraciitg-my Btei» d»i 
earliest recollections of the eldbr Evans's literary friends, up 
|o the latest j)ario;tof my coane\ion with that family, ^h 
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^* Soon alter I wa= placed under Mr. Evans's roof, I paid 
tnncli attention to Iiis convcrKihon respecting litetary men. 
Among the first, it referred to Dr. KenFtck, *he person who 
was suspected to have written the offensive paragrapli in the 
Morning Chronicis of tliat day, apiinst Dr, Goldsmith, t* 
which I have before alluded. I heard Mrs. Evans say that 
Kenrick, who liad caused the Jraeat separated the comba- 
tants, and that'Galdstnitli was ninch condemned for striking- 
• inaH in his own house ; in fact, legal proceedings commen- 
ced, but the Welch booksetter forgave the Irish poet, upon 
lii^ paying£10 to the/Z-'tt/i-ACiiwi^jf 5'c?i00/. Atoll events, 
there was more to be forgiven in the poet than io the critic. 
Kenrick was extremely bitter and caustic ; 'he was said to be 
tlie author of "Lexiphanes,^' a satire on the style of Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, and of the following epigram upon a cele- 
l>fated medical writer, who had also written a farce or two; ' 
{\ believe Dr. Shebbeare-) "' 

I 

^^■jlb more able hand than aiioe, will best illustrate his char' . 

^^PP* William KeniHck, the son of a stay maker, at or near ' 
^^watford, in Hertfordshire, is said to have been brought «p 
to some mechanical employment in London, moat probably 
that of mathemiiticalinstrumcnt maker, or, as others have re- 
ported, that of scale maker. Whatever it was he seems ta 
have early abandoned it, and devoted his talents to the cul- 
tivation of literature by which he supported himself during ' 
the remainder of a life, which from his unhaj^y temper, and 
irritable vanity may be said to have passed in a stale of 
warfare, as he was seldom without an enemy to attack or 
tiefend himself from. Oue account informs us that he was' 
fiirsome timea student at Leyden, and there received a degree ' 
vth. L. D, it was, however, more generalljf curreut lliat lia " 
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had been indebted for tliia lionoiir to some of the Scotck^ 
Univerailies. In either case it was not unwortliily bestowed, 
for Dr. Kcnrick waa really a man of talents, and deficient 
only in the knowledge of making a proper use of tlicm ; il^ 
was his misfortune likewise to settle upon no regular plana 
of study, and to fancy himself equal to any task which 1 
necessities imposed upon liim. 

" The first appearance he made as an author, as far as we J 
can trace him was in a pamphlet, entitled 'The Grand Quei 
tion debated ; or, an Essay to prove that the Soul of Mar 
not, neither can it be, Immortal,' 1751, which waa immedi- 
ately followed by a ' Reply to the Grand Question debated, 
fully proving that tlie Soul of IMan is. and must be, Immor':^|| 
lal.' Both arc superficial enough, and seem intend 
trial of that author-craft, which lie afterwards so oflen prac;,^ 
ticed in attacking or defending himself under anonymoiwfl 
Kignatnres, when he found no one else disposed to do eitliecj 
About tiie same time he published a poem entitled, '1 
on; or, the Poetical Ordinary,' which was followed, in 1753.3 
by the first of those attacks on his brefheren, which kept hin 
in perpetual warfare. It was entitled the Pastpiinade wtt^i;! 
Notes Turiorum, book the first, 4to.' and intended as mj 
imitation of the Dunciad ; Dr, (afterwords Sir John) Uillij! 
and Christopher Smart, were the chief heroes. This i 
immediately followed by another imitation, equally unsuc- 
cessful, of Dodsley's 'Economy of human Life' (which then 
passed for Lord Chesterfield's) enlilled, 'The Whole Dutjf^ 
of Woman, 13mD.' i|J 

" His ' Epistles, Philosophical and Moral ; or, Epistleu| 
lo Iiorenzo,' appeared in 17^3, and may be reckoned amoi^^B 
the best specimens of his poetry, which is not witliout ease 
and elegance. As it was rather severely handled in tlie Cri- 
tical Review, he defended himself in a pamphlet without If 
name entitled 'A Scrutiny ; or, the Critics Criticised.', , 
was not easy for Itim, however, in any shape to vindicate win 
was too plainlj a defence oT infidelity, nor was it much eKcu^ 
ihut it was written while under confinement for debt i 
his time he probably obtained an engagement as a writer t| 
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the Monthly Bevicw, which ceased in 1766, silently on tlie 
part of the proprietors of that work ; but Dr. Kenrick thought 
the rupture of too much consequence to be concealed, and 
therefore announced in the newspapers, in 1766 ''that he 
declined lo write any more in the Monthly Review ; that he 
had been author of the appendix to that work, consisting of 
a review of foreign publications, from the volumes 28 to 33 
inclusive ; and that he had formed connections with several 
gentlemen of the first rank in the world of letters for estab- 
lishing a Literary Review on a new, liberal^ and independent 
plan.' 

'< This last threat he did not carry into elFect for years ; 
but as a specimen of his liberal and independent styld, he 
published about this time, 1765, *A Review of Dr. John- 
son's new edition of Shakespeare,' which being answet^d 
by a young man of Oxford, of the name of Barclay, in a 
pamphlet called ' An Examination of Mr. Kenrick*s Review, 
1766,' he immediately published 'A Defence of Mr. Ken- 
rick's Review, under the name pf * A Friend,' which was a 
Tery proper assumption, as he seldom had another. In thia 
last year, he produced his * FaUtalTs Wedding,' a comedy 
in imitation of Shakespeare, and, as far as the language of 
Falstaflf and his companions are concerned, not an unplea- 
sant one, although rather approaching to the extravagant/ 
It went through two editions, but was acted only once, for 
a benefit. This was followed by another comedy, ' The Wi | 
dowed Wife,' with some difficulty, which the author, with 
a degree of gratitude peculiar to himself, attnbutedvto the ' 
very person to whom it had been most indebted. 

In 1768, he published an 'Epistle to G&rge Colmap/ 
poems ludicrous, satirical, and moral ; and 'An Epistle 
to James Boswell, Esq.* occasioned by his having trans- 
mitted the moral writings of Dr. Johnson to Paschal Paoli, 
By all these he aqcquired but little reputation, and no ene- 
mies : for Colman, Johnson, and Boswell, disdained to no- 
tice him. In 1770 and 1771, he published two pieces con- 
nected with his discovery of the perpetual motion ; the one,' 
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' Ap Account of tlic Automaton; or, Perpetual Motion 
Of^xyreua, with ^ddition^il remarks, &c.' the other, 'A heC' 
ti^re on the perpetual Motion,' which harmlessly, if not suc- 
cessfully, epiploycd him, and certainly evinced a considera- 
ble knowledge uf the science of mechanics. About the 
time lie published a transUtion of, De lAlmc on the Col 
stilution," which we presume he did not execute, 

"In 1772, he disgraced :]iis oliaracter by an atrocious 
tack on Garrick, called " Love in the Suds" for which 
Ijeittleman comntenced a prosecution in the Court of King's* 
Bench. Kenrick imnwdiately published " a Letter to DavIiJ 
Garrick, &c."in which he Informed tlie public the cause of 
Iiifl (|oarrcl with hnn, and the motives of his writing 
in the Suds." A public qpology appeared |n the i 
pen, Noyember 26, as mean and false as the libel itself.- 
TJie issueoftbe prosecu.1 iori we have not discovered. 

In 1773, he collected the works of I.loyd, 2 vols, f 
with a life of that unfortunate poet, remarkable for being 
ten withont any dates. Inthesame year, he produced " 
Duellist," a comedy, acted only one niglii ; and published 
" Dictionary of the English Language, 4to." in the prelim 
ary parts of which are many shrewd and useful discussibJ 
and remarks. The little credit he had with the world at thS 
time, must, we think, have impeded the success of this worfeS 
in which he shews himself a philologerof no mean talents. 

In 1774, we find him giving Icctutes at the Devil Tavera-- 
wbich he called " A School of Shakspeare," and about the 
same time addressed, the artists and manufaclurers of Gte4t 
Britain respecting an application to Parliament for ascertain- 
ing the right of property in new discoveries and iuventioai4 
Fancyingthat he had discovered the perpetual motion, hew 
at this time alarmed by the literary property bill ; but » 
hear no more allerwardsof his discovery. 

In January, 1775. he commenced his " London Review, 
Bnd along with his own name, placed iu llie title those of n^^ 
ReL-narusjJ.U.D.; R. Williams, M.D.; E. Warner, A.fl 
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and the Rev. 5. Maty.* fxcept lieimarus, wc liclteve 11' will 
he difficult to find tlieae names in aiiy list of " ^iit)ein£n' ^ 
tlie first rank in the world of letters." Tlie Review, lio 
went on for some yean, and contains, from the pen of iU 
chief author, repeated attacks upon his bretheren in evefy'fm- 
fession. It continued a fewnioiiths al\er liisdcuth, and'tWd 
sunk into oblivion. lu the same year, 1775, he be^lf i 
traaslatioD of Buflbii, to be published in numbers, and in l'77S 
a translation of Voltaire's works. His last dramatic atl^iA^l! 
was " The Lady of the Manor," a eomio opera, t'aken'fram 
Johnson's " Country Lasses ;" and, his last original piibtictt^ 
lions, both of some degree of merit, weK " ObservatiAiitf 1^ 
llie Marriage Contract;" and " OWrvations' on Jeriyii'a 
View of the Internal Evidence, &c." Tliii last had fdrW*^ 
an article in his Review, whence other articles of ei^ual abitiljl 
might be aclceled, were tliey not all contaminated by a ityid 
vituperative and malignant. In his latter days, his coiistitutiiitt 
was so much injured by inebriety, that he generally wr&td 
with a bottle of brandy at his elbow, whtcii at leDg;th tenifiltia- 
iod his career, June 10, 1779, less lamented' than {MrliaiU 
Wiy person known in the literary world, yet possess^ of A> 
lents, which, under a steady and virtuous direction, tcilght 
prccured him an honourable plaee among the aMhOrb 
ff his time," 

, Thomas Evans waa the publisher of Kcnrick's London Re- 
\iew, iu eleven volumea, aud after the author'i death, fre^ 
^uently relieved his family. 

- Gilbert Stuart, (or Qlbby Stufirt, ai ho was fhequeitlly 
wllbd.) was also another literttry! friend of the elder- Evas*; 
andof the ta[« Mr. Goldsniitlii another bookseller of the q1<J 
soboo), with whom, and many literary eUifactentif that pep- 
tod) it was their afteTnoon's praetiue to take tlieir A'j/u of 
llurion ,dtc. at a once celebrated houie in Oray'ii Inn-Uue. 



, "Inmt bepaiduotij 'ur autkine a reuarli bera. A ItevuwcoUinucjret 
■fim* yew« i^Kt Keurick'i ilealh, under llw IJll« ol " Mi>j • Baviaw." 
llalj I IwlMva wBb V'n4i!r'I.ilinrita at tUa UiitiA'' Uiiaium. Ilwu^ulb 
lUbtdbyllneiaei WUUe (Jaba) whow Uklth. Awu wllwjev-HUt 
my uffi» [aiMtrae time Uen^uiit tli«iUle«f.— W, W. 
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. AlcxanJer Chalmers has given an admi' 
s countryman, Stuact, wliicti ■ 



, ThetalenLed Mi 
lable biographical 
I conceive will be found interesting 

" Gilbert Stuart, a Scottish historian, was born at Edii 
burgh, in 1743. , His father, Mr. George Stuart, who died 
1793, was professor of humanity ill that University, nndll 
man of considerable eminence for classical taste and literal 
ture. Gilbert Stuart having made the usual preparations utj 
the Grammar School- and the University, applied himself 
the study of Jurisprudence. For thai profession, however,'^j 
he is said lo have been disqualified by indolence ;. and 
early began to indulge bis passion fur general literature : 
boundless dissipation : yet his youth was not altogether W! 
ted in tdlcitest, .for before he had completed his lwenty-seco| 
year, he published '* An Historical Dissertation 
the Antiquity of the British Constitution," which had 
merit as to obtain for him the degree of doctor of law, from 
the University of Edinburgh, After an interval of some years, 
in which he could not have neglected hia studies, he produ- 
ced ' A View of Society in Europe, in its progress from Rude- 
ness to Refinement ; or. Enquiries concerning tlie History of 
Laws, Government, and Mannerd.' This is a valuable work, 
and proves that he had meditated with much attention 
most im{iortant monuments of the middle ages. About tlw 
time when the Qrst edition of this book appeared, Dr. Stuart 
applied for the professorship of public law in the University of 
Edinburgh ; but being disappointed, removed soon after to 
London. He there became, from 176* to 1773, one of th« 
writers of- the Monthly Iteviow ; lie then returned lo Edin- 
burgh, where he l>egan a-Magazine and Review, called from 
the name of that city, the Rrst number of which appeared io 
October 177.J. In tins he was assisted by William Smellie, 
but owing to the virulent spirit displayed by Ihe writers, it 
was obliged lo be discontinued in 177S. In 1778, his -View 
of Society' was republished. In 1782, lie again visited Lon- 
don, and engaged in the ' Political Herald" and the ' English 
Review;'* but being attacked by two formidable disordcnti 



'Tliete Iwa pciioilieali van puUiehed liy tliu late Juba Muray. 



I 



m ( 09 ) 

^^ibe jarondJce and the dropsy, he returned by sea to his native 
country, where lie died, in his lather's house, August 13, 1786. 
The other Works of Dr. Gilbert Stuart Were, " An Anony- 
mous Pamphlet against Dr. Adam," vha had published a 
Latin Gframmar, in 1772.—" Observations concerning the 
Public Law and Constitutional History of Scotland," Edin- 
b<u^h, 1779, 8\o. In tJiis work he critically examined the 
preliminary book to Dr. Robertson's ■' History of Scotland.'' 
" Tlie History of the Estabiisfament of the Reformation of the 
Religion in Scotland," London, 1780, 4to^ a wwk commen- 
ded for tlie easy dignity of the narrative^ and for tite more 
estFaoEdioary virtue of strict impartiality. " The History of 
Scotland, from the Establishment of the Reformation to the 
Death of Queen Mary," London, 1782, 2 vols. His chief 
purpose in this book, was to vindicate the character of that 
Queen, but the whole is well written, and has been very gen- 
erally read and admired. He also revised and publislieil 
" Sullivan's Lectures on the Constitution of England," this 
was about 1774. Dr. Stuart was about the middle size, and 
justly proportioned, his countenance was modest and ex- 
pressive, sometimes announcing sentimeMieof glowing friend- 
ship, of which lie Is said to have been truly susceptible ; at 
others, displaying strong indignation against folly and vice, ■ 
which he had also shewn in his writings. With all hift 
ardour for study, he yielded to the love of intemperanee, ■ to 
which, notwithstanding a strong constitution, he felt an early 
sacrifice. 

His talents were great and his writings useful i yet in his 
character altogetlier, tJiere appeared to have been little that 
is worthy of imitation. He is painted in the most unfavour- 
able colours by Mr. G. Chalmers,' in his " Lifeof Ruddiman"' 
who says, " such was Gilbert Stuart's tarxity of principle as 
a man, that he consrdcrcd ingratrtudej one of the most veu- 

^Klitlof sins. Such was his conceit as a writer, that he regarded • 

^H *ChBlnieT's Lifeof RuddimaD. p. 289, 
^K t'Ken'iLliBof SmelUe. vol. 1. p.393. 
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no onca merits but )iis own. Sucli were his disappoiiitmeutp 
both as a writer and a man, that k^ allowed hU peevishua 
to sour ii)to malice ; and inilulged jits malevolence ti}! jt a 
tied in corruption. If-tlija clt^iracter b^ not too h^rsblj, drjH^ 
it is.impossible that much shi^ultl l>^ alleged iu ils defence. *| 



The next literary character in 

lection, was' John "iimldrestone 
differeiit'cast to ttie preceding; of 
in Ills decline (at tlie period I lii 
Grub-street" writer. 'hut 'like otht 



vithin my rec^ 

he was not, indeed, i 
Ilim) what was termed*! 
fhi3 brethren, termedit 



hackney writer, ot riihct ^ garretleer ; it may be well to grve 
a defiriflion of eacn, ere 1 draw liia portrait ; a Grub-street 
writer has 'generally been considered of the lowest B^ade, in 
the worli of letters,' a mere fabricator of false tales, wonder- 
ful narraliv'e si tlie'corfipoBer of common ballads, and of mak- 
ing tlic last dying words which never were spoken; this is, 
however, aoi errbf, for upwards of a century ago, many pro- 
duciiohs of merit issued from it and a j^per entitled the 
' Grut-fitreet Journal," contiiined some curious controversial 
effusions amongst others Joseph Trapp, D. D. contributed 
several pieces, vii upon Impudence, upon Henley's Gram- 
mar, npbnr Ahsweriiig and not Answering Books, &c. and 
Mr. NichblfsTn speakiiig of tit. Mitldleton'k.Dissertation on 
ihe'OrigLn 6^ Priming," notices the following animadversions 
upon it'frorn Mr. Bo'wyer, (ironically it is truej in the GrufijL 
street' J6iirnal,""MaVch'2d, 1736, tlie substance of which'j| 
preserved in the notes to *Tiie Origin of Printing." 

" To Mr. Darius, Secretary to the Society of Grub-Strrt 
"Sif,:— As the numerous writers of your Society .are tli 
cliief s,iipport and ornament of printin_g, you must be nearlyT" 
interested in every circumstance that contributes to the ho-. 
nour of it. I qongratulate you, thefefore upon the advanta- 
geous figure which Caxton, our Countryman and fellow citi- 
zen, makes, in Dr. Middleton's Dissertation concerning the 
Origin of the Art of Prmting inEnglond." But goodMr. 
Barius, is not the old man's authorit- 
when most, if not all, our English Chronicles 
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submit toliis; ahd a new era is prescribetl to oneof burltinga 
by it ? tor, Jflicldleton mai^laLii:^ (7oi'u liira.'p. '3,"th;it fidward 
rv. wasjiroaalmedm Londciii uLtlict^ml cf 1459, accor- 
ttinglo bUrciJiiipUlatldn, upon llie 4lIi of March, and crowned 
about the 'Hridsiimniei-Yollovvltii; (i.e. I^SO). Isnot'tax- 
toh, you'll say a good evidence of i» (act lljat liappeiied ill 
tiis own liiile'? niay t>e su ; i»iit tfic good "tloclor's disserla- 
Hoti'iseveQ'bililt I'ljion'tlic sui^positioii tlial llic press was not 
iiiCatliWe in those clays ; and mi^rlit not 'MCCCCUJi, 'by an 
easy Iraiiapo^ilioii, escape iiislcid of 'AfCCCCLXl ? I 'need 
not fipfieal'to other cote'mporary historians, wliere we are ca- 
pable of producing demotislratJou. The first instruiiieRt in 
Rymer, under Edward IV- begins tliusi ' Memorandum quod 
die Martls deciioo die Marlii, aniio rcgni regis Edwardi pri- 
mo, &c.' Now Id the year 1460- j,, tSc teutlj of March fell 
on aTuesday; but in 1459-60, on a Monday. I will venture, 
therefore, lo vindicate Uie true reading of our old Almanacks, 
and to esterniinate a ^Is'e one Ti'6rn*Caxt6fi'aT7hr6nicle. 

At a subsequent period'fo 17Ji5, G nib -street fell into decay 
and disrepute, imd the houses were miserable residences; a. 
CO temporary (lcscTibe& Gritb-s/zvel as "the'provcrbral resi- 
dence of p()6r aVithors, \shir:h Vioiv gives aniime to mediocre 
and silTyprod'iiotion's, imd 'was'fiWrterl'yenlttT^ Grape-street. 
Perhaps die cbvi-uptibii has at'isen from 'the Said autlibrs wri- 
ting for the means of existense, yn'lja'tly callea meiT'ffruh- 
the juice of the grape never being tasted by tliem ; conse- 
quently tlieir writings were liniiispired, rner^ matters of fact, 
stewing no sighs of genius, Tlie makers of every thiiig re- 
lating "to arcliery ancteully had their residence here. Here 
lived, in Total seclusion from (he siglit of aiiy living person 
for the space 44 years Henry Welley, Esq. wJiose li'fc being 
attempted by a younger brother, he resolved to seclude liim- 
self fiiiin the woi1d, notwithstandrng lie was possessed of ait 
aiiipTe tortune, this he found meaiis to apply to charitable ami 
pious purposes, and in other respects liis life was most exem- 
plary, to the day of his death, which liappcneil on tlie 29Lh 
October, 1S36." Tliis is another j,roof. If any were wan- 
ting, Ih.it persons may reside fw a long time " unknowu iu 



^^^iulon. 
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Quitting Grab-street, I proceed to give a sketch of a Iii 
rey writer i—ra hapkney writer is of a liiglier class, . fqr 
9n]oa£;9t them may be included many of our best authors, 
employed by the bouksellera to write and compile books, 
to review tlicm at certain agreed sums per sheet, 
members of the Old Beef Steak Club, in Ivy-lane, Patei 
ter-row (now a booksellers w a lehguse) came under tiiis 
even Or. Samuel Johnson, the founder of it. Dr. Smollett, 
Oliver Goldsmitli, and others, executed a large porlloa of 
their literary labours upon these terms. Dr. Goldsmitli evi- 
dently alludes to the fraternity of authors, boukmsikers 
literary drudges, in his epitaph : . 

'' Here, lies poot NeiJ FuiJoa, fcoiu Diiwiy fiee^, 
V>'],o long was a buuksellet's hack ; 



poor Chatterton too, composed many vi his poems upon 
terms, at the Chapter Cotfee House, in Paternosler-row, fc 

the town and country Magazine, published by the Robinsonsi 
Authors of the present day, hqwever, whether th^y ace paid 
by the sheet, volume, or entire work, or for misceUaneoiis 
contributions to the periodical press now rank very diffei'ently, 
and wherever talent is displayed, they ate very handsomely 
and liberally paid by the booksellers. 



The Garreteer is in one sense of &hijjlieT order of wril 
and seldom condescends to descend from his elevated garrel 
or, if you like it better, atlic stcirif. His business is tq 
abridge, compile, write notes, and make a liberal use of the 
ecistors, paste, and prua/f, for the publishers of weekly or 
monthly numbers of Bibles, Voyages and Travels, Dictior 
narips of Alls and Sciences, Histories of Wars, and of tha 
V'uild, Ac. for which all the names of the greatest divines, 
historians, and travellers, are sometimes adopted, with the 
alleraliouof a letter or two, or a different christian 
niany laughable .instances of wJiich may be produced h.i 
fiftcr, suffice it for the present to state, the personage Uii 
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mm about to introduce wa& for many years xeduoed to the Srd 
iOr last clasSy but I shall place^hiin under his real name of 
^ohn Hiiddlestone. Wynne/ I h^xre his form at. this itioment 
tQ- mymind.*s eye : a snialj thija wojri|i>Qut emaciated .figure, 
worn, down n(ioi:;ie 6*001 dj^appoiQtcpept' thau dissipation, and 
vith ardjisposition natucally honourable, but irmtable^ ren^- 
dened ^}l move petuiant by the heavy imposed daily labours 
^ Ibe.^md^, to .procure a daily support kr itm .body,;. 
^e v^ lame from jaccidept^ and aliiv^ys walJiLed w^di ^ cips» 
handled -cirutph cane^ .which he vas xeady to rajae on being 
thwarted on tbe^ slighjtest oc.easion/ like .the. celebrated 
13^prthMlgtQ^y 4 jpf . street wxiUng . notoriety. : 1 1 recollect 
'bei^.sent by Mr^r Evans (his; countryman;), with a message 
in, which the reudQring,him a service was the objeet, but u|^ 
my delivering ^^.errand, he dfi^pjay^djih^gyeatesl contempt 
B^d irony and retreated iqi an ungpA^.crnable passion, a. kind, 
ofi beharip.ur &lly accpputed for in tlie following biographic- 
c^L sl^etches pf this eccentric character. . . They are. wf^tten h7 
dXi^rent h^nds, butagreeiotjietmain ppiHt^j . |fr>« NichoUf,. 
iQ noticing. his .'' f^l^lets of Fl0r;3i'' (pf .the female sex^ writDeii . 
fgtifi the, j^Msemenl of > the Pr,ince«S/8.oya}^ qbaerves,. that; 
'{ WhililX (.^^.QQJPpilinga ^Uort biographical iLrticle fi^rthiif.- 
iogJBpioi^.but mnfc^tanate wri^r^ ^tfrjend pointed out iQ' taa. 
the^lgtUowpg.memioir^ which was wrjtiten bythiason inil806i;... 
^d.b^ing well wosth' preserving^.! shs^U Qnlgr ad4 M> ^^ ^> - 
tftles.of .^fewrof h|s worlds.;?. • «.!:.«. i ..., i si. 

... I . I I .. II. I • . . I » ■ 'i . ■ I . I. . • r - . .'.* V ■ •■■' • . 

f WertbingMi^ wts wsU kbi«« b, * abottt ^ny-fiVe *y^^ agb; Toi \m nb^ 
f^ofiifiily.fiM UKriting with ichalk en the flags jn the 'streets* - drmore piCr- 
t|^V)j,MI(W.e«tjmjpi^ter JM^l : , he ttlMrays .wrote baekfrMdfi i^id histettevi. 
•ad flpwish^ were as finely yDimed ss |he penm^nshtp qf 4*^bj> , Afilnfif . 
^omfddni, &c. He wtis excessiv^y paftsionate, felt, Us importance in thei 
World 6( Letters, vULVfhiclk, although he had a mde scope, if any approached 
th^tioiiitlafy he prtscrihed, his (itntch cane was caU?.d into requisition.-— 
IJ^frorji a^ M -ftockiog^undet a small cocked hat;' and my 'ardent curi<^« 
8i|y in pressing .Ifarongh this crowd to witn^sA his extraordinary writing|»* 
eaujg;ht his penetratiug; eye,, and awakened his ire upon more thampo^ ot\ . 
^asipn. 
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■"B^#anl'Wynnc,'Rich:ifd Wyrine, arid Thomas' Wynbej 

*ren?*ift9br-d-^iitlemrtri't)f'Wfl'^li extraction, wlio-gavtitlu" 
rttpttttVelyVfibferal cttlK^Sition . HJward enjoyed'asftnai' 
ritHcr'gAVeVttttteiit,-and resided on 'a SniaUesitite-'lh''S6lAi 
triWplfyn. -Ritfhyrd'had a thl.^siciil ediication, o^taiined the 
«fc*tce-if ItfdSter of Arta,"bbca[fie CKafilaiii to tlie'Eaiil of 
IWtiftlTOriB, Wid-HWtOr 6r"3t Alpliage, Loriddn ; Va^'ajjthbl 
M "- Wii Uriivfertal'Gfairimar of the Learned Ilangi 
(eiTBiin ■^*iearidti,' and ■several other ' prbfluc^iiitis ; /Si 
ThMWiw^iad-'aStitriation hi I'lie oftiteOf the Di/ke'of BetTfoJ 
EdlW?/a'Wi3^ynfldered haridscinie, and Kada-gOOd addl-t 
(re*«tfHMllirice,'tttld had pOrffoLis witli all his'WW(!s. 
flrtTfitSt'of ftefe-WTies Ire lia'd one son 'only, ivho was cfirJSf? 
cMd Jdh'n'TPflWdfestorte, the subject of the preaeflt tAe'moir. 
*fr.J«Wi feitiifestoiie Wynne, a character pretty generatly 
Itn«*n in'ftle Riefdryworl'd, Was born in the y fear 1743, aiid 
flrtirlslrtaijeWttti llie yeaM I760and 1786. Be%^ti 6fily 
cMld, Wa'iiTofliVwas particularly sollcito'us'fir Ws^aaftrty i 
artd aslt getrtValfy happens that the impressions YdcciyifeH 
chiWhobdirB retained, and pervade our ideas the r^t'of 
li'tes, so'it'hfEffipened With tTie subject 6f the present ^feay, W( 
iiftbftifid sorrte -eeterttrictties from hfetoo-ind'iilgeiit'nioTftet, 
lAifeh he Tiever 'aftMsards became entirely di vestal 
aiiriiefjr fbrfers health and preseTvation kept Ir^r'l'o 1i 
BlSte ofyahn. 'HCw^Beticomitaisea with flannels t\4riter atid 
•iimmer, bled and pliysicked for the iiitist trifling indlspoaflton; 
and, calling him to lier bed-side, when on the point of death, 
(he made him solemnly promise that lie would attend to her 
injunetions ; which, among several othen, were to Bhun hor- 
ses, nesfif to go into a boat, or enter a belfry. Had hot ttleBe 
cntrtiotis beeti Wadh headed, aild occasioned a peculiarity of 
mSnacr ih liia cfinduct, which seemed iinaccoun table, these 
rirciimstanccS woul^ not have been noticed ; but though ilw 
care and attention he received from his mother during her life 
lime, plainly indicated he was a great favourite with her, yet 
il seems Ite wais in no high estiination with his fether and 
other of bis relations, who, as appears by Ihetr conduct to him, 
rather envied or sUove to suppress his dawning genius, than 
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U9£4 aay cn(le^v,our to. filter it,. TatigtiL by liU.falli^eMly . 
to conLeinn nt$,gIianicHl employi^\ent and. eyp^ting t]|^( Jm 
should tw.bretl tq some, 1 literal pcof^sion, he wM.nu^di*- . 
apppi^tul by being contrary t(^ IiU cxpectaUoDjS^ prcmatorpl^ 
apprenticed, at the age of tliirteiin, as a cooipo^Uoi tQ 4 lettei 
presB pointer. H^s ediicatjoD w^s by nQ meftos fi(^j|lttl; ha; 
had beei\ irutjated in laijn at St. Paul's ^ultopli tl^j>r('jE;Te^t,'. 
he afterwards made in classical knowledge must have b^^atn 
taine4di^r|n^)i^ leisure h9VT3..wlje[i^]t9,hgsJ|i9E^..o(.tV O^y 
w^ oyer. uiid,ire(;}«d by anj^ apd tV ^.'.'^. ^^R^lt.P^ ''^^ <^^ni,, 
exertioDSf^ V^iy early in life he pviii.91}'} hi,^,pQ9li9i(l.tal.ei|(,.^ 
having, wh^n^carce eight yqars.pf ajo, wn^^,apoeqf^wli,ii;^,, 
lie, aile.r^ard.9 d^clared^would. no^ have disgraced, Jii^.ripef 
^ears. Durjug his apprenli.ceshipa he sent ni^iijr j^CJ^i^.E^u- 
siofi.^.to diSereiit periodical .publigationa, wher^ tltcxoHaii^^il., 
a ready in^ertipn. and were generally ap^rpy^tj.^j; {l||qai^,w^4„, 
read then|.^ Shortly, alter coiiipleting his (epqi^^nQf, clt99SL4|g, . 
lo ioUow the buiiness.of 4 jiriuter, he oblain^^ licjiten^fiX (p_^, 
the E^^-Iodi^ service, whither he went,; bMj^ojj, ac^ui)J,^gf . 
soip^ j^.hflppy, controversy, wi^h a supecior.^pi^pf.i* aillJ-&Wk. 
a di^ust he_,haO taken to some iinfoir.prof^^WS? ^i^.J^'^'-.. 
^^ispli^, he, ill less than twct years fioot^hi^ ttet^a;^^.^,^ 
Tetufp,e^,to England; and, haying beei) _fe<:;i^^5ti^(^(ltj[il'X , 
lib retatJQQa^ whQ,»>-e;e, not ,pif a?^ at his .gujg^ jefyfjj, ,lt^. 

iJ>lved,on,thftyxped,ient of trying his supc.e^ ^;5ii,i^utJ)(tr' . 
(Me^gqt, accQj-tjjqgly. introduf ej to, severs! bqQkjspll^r? of thai-. ^ 

iT, among, whpn) were Ket^^sley, Riley, ^\\, Ev,ajis,_ao(l, . 
Wi!liie,,w^p g'^ii'S availed themselves of htd^lllfrai^ytaleat^, _ 
lIHr. Wheble engaged him l.o conduct the ^a'ly's .^^o***t^•■ 
fcr wlticL (lerecfived a regular inoptlity siipe^^;, no( Ij^l.Ji.ei, 
anyj reasqn to, complain .of tlieirlibwality for hif_l^l>pnt?,,.as, 
it is certain several of these gentlamen were greatifri,^^da,,tp, , 
him, in future lil'e. Many, of Mr. Wynne.'s poejicii.l_prod,uc~, _ 
tiuns are to be found in a pii^lication intituled, ' Tlie ^rit^It 
Magazi.n^ani^ Jtevjew,' SoDie pf these appet^rtiiJ-.'pJl'*-'?-"!!^. 
iiaine.,othersuDder the_6ctitioij3.figiia),u(f!pf ^G^f^jeOsl^ofp^, 
^E«J.' Miff; ,Wy.nn.e, also. wrot^^ The .History, cif.Eiigland,ii!>.,, 
">B^,j.. wlljchjhap not yel appeared .in, prin^,,_Thojigilf^_]Mf.^, 
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Wyone excelloi! as a poet, his prose protTiictrons are htewisB' 
numerous. It was by the adrrce of Dr. Goldsmith, who waff 
his contemporary, thai lie first began the ' History of Irelawrf,' 
which he afterwards deiiicateil' to the Duke of Horthumber- 
land. The Doctor jocosely observed, 'that it would be bet- 
ter to relinquish the draggle-tail muses ; as for his part, lie 
found productions fi» prose were mere sought aAer and better 
paid for.' ^ 

M^. Wynne's repiitatiofi as an autTior soon became estaflfl 
tished, aiid haS his economy kept pace with his succe33, it i^ 
certain he might liave passed through lifei if not in afiluence, 
at least above indigence ; but want of econotny was his prt" 
vailidg faults Fo^e^sing » san'guine iinagiiiatfoh, afOtt having 
the highest sense of honour ami rectitude himself, lie was 
easily imposed' upoti ; and while he had money, he consideretl 
but littte tlie vaTue of it ; y^t, wanting it, perhaps none suf- 
fered more fromtlte polgnaivcy of poverty than he diil. His 
acquaintances, knowing his failings, took aJvant^c of liia 
unsuspecting benevolent disposition, by soliciting him to Be- 
come surety for a person of the name of Stevenson, which he 
did, for goods to a considerable amount, which were to be 
disposed of in IiKlia, U'lience Stevenson was to remit the value 
at a stated period ; but, through change of climate and me- 
briety, Stevenson died', — no remittances came' fron* India,— 
and his security, unable to pay flie demand, was forced to' 
prison, where he rem^iined, in great distress, for a considera- 
ble time; until, by the assLstamce of his uncle Ediward, the 
debt was paid, and be obtained his dlscltArge. In (lie begibp^ 
ningofthe year 1770, lie married the daugliter of 
mason of Lambeth, who had at his death bL-quealhed £100^^ 
to each of his daughters ; but tite brother, being' prtncipaF 
cjiecutor to the will of his Tdtlter,. applied his sister's fortune 
to his own use in trade ; aiid, through his ill success, not a 
guinea of Mrs. Wynne's portion was ever paid. This lady,, 
liowever, had received a good education, possessed an agree- 
able person, and was not more than seventeen when sbe was 
married. She was- accomplished, and had an excellent un- 
derstanding, which became aftcrw Ends materially improved by 
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Gonnekioii. Btfore she was eiglileen, the produce of their 
union was the writer of this memoir. From the great Dumber 
of acquaintances Mr. Wynne at tliis time had, some of whom 
were persons of wit and erudition, it was almost impossible, 
for a man of his ardent ijn agination, to avoid on every occa- 
sion sacrificing too freely at the shrine of Bacchus ; and it 
frequently happened that it was one or two o'clock in the 
morning when he returned home. This occasioned an unquiet 
house; and his bride, being very abstemious, often admon- 
ished him, in strong terms, on the impropriety of his conduct; 
but notwithstanding such remonstrances, he was too fre- 
quently led to err in the same way; and though gentle means 
would proltably have brought him to reform, harsh treatment 
had a contrary effect. Had his wife's good sense led her to 
adopt those endearing methods of persuasion which some few 
women of discernment know how to employ with such great 
effect, she would ultimately have succeeded; but alas ! in 
this respect she only copied the geoerality of her sex. Re- 
peated brawls at home not suiting her. husband's irritable 
(lis|>osition, and tendiivg to disturb his studies, constrained 
liira at length to setk an asylum elsewhere, so that the 
remainder of his life passed more like a single than a married 
man. Nor can it occasion much surprise that a man of liter- 
ary pursuits, should, under such circumstances, abandon his 
kome, especially when it is so well known that a Xantippe was 
kiever a friend to the students in philosophy, or the suitors of 
the muses. 

Mr. Wynne was for a considerable time Editor of the 
Gazetteer, and was a well known speaker at the Robin liood 
and Coach Makers Hall Debating Socielies ; but, being wn- 
topptly a staunch supporter of an administration whose mea'i 
surea were exlremcly unpopular, he obtained little good by'l 
Lis political speculations. In those days such topics w 
freely discussed, and often agitated with much warmth. Mr.' 1 
Wynne in this respect acted the part of a Champion, aD^ | 
undertook to defend the Ministry in their war with America, ' 
and other ruinous measures. This was done in the most ( 
iirtercstcd and ingenuous manner possible, as he acted purely" ' 
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from the tliclates of lira own opinion. On his return rroi* 
these heated debates, way-laid by some of tlie opposite party, 
many an unmerciful drubbing lias he sHfiered, and twice wat 
80 cruelly beaten that liis life was endangered. Il was in one 
of these reJicOntres that the lachrymal vessels of hia right 
eye becawe contused, and occasioned him to undergo at 
times the most encrucialmg agonies, to alteviate which he had 
recourse to large doses of nprum. But tlie most fatal acci- 
dent happened at the time he was in lire zenith of hia fame^ 
about the year 1778, when, crossing Snow-liill on a dark 
night, he was run over by a hackney cotcli, and Ids leg 
broken in three places, SuTgeon Young reduced the fracture 
as well as he could, being loth to amputate the h"mb ; but 
owing to the terrible manner in which it was shattered, sitai 
teen weeks elapaed ere it was judged proper lo shift the Ieg(,J 
from llie cradle that encompassed it. The limb, from remain^ 
ingso lorrg fn one posture, became constricted, and an instru- 
ment was obliged to be had to enable him to walk, and by 
degrees to reduce the contraction of [he sinews, wliich in time 
it nearly afleeted. It was during this confinement (althotigli' 
obliged to fcmain nearly in a: homontal posKtonJ that he 
wrote the Elegy on the Death of Garriek, publislietl by Mr. 
Harrison." This accident was severely fclt by his family,- 
and occasioned himself much more pain and anxiety. After 
writing many volumes, of which the writer of this article 
give no satisfactory account, an asthmatic complaint, vil 
which he had long been afflicted, occasioned his deatli^^ 
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■ Mr. Harriaon was the ortginsl pnMi?hpr of t^e Old Novelist Magsiioe; 
in 83 volumaa, 8 lO, otnamenleii wilh a namber of beautiful eagraiaist, 
whirh gavB empltijfnenl to the most celebraled arlisU of that day. Alt, 
Harrison viax an eTcallent poet, at well aa a prose writer of coD9iiicn.l]te 



Magaiine," "The Vocal Magaiine, " Tlie New Novelist Mapwuie, ic." 
At the latter period of his life, he wrote for aeseral of the bnoLstlltm, Hnd 
foctbe NewspaperB. Hta resemblance to the lale Hoa. Charke James Fev 
was very gteal. — Iliaperbaps worthy of remark, thatlhacelebraled Jami» 
Montaomery, of Sheffield, waa indebted toMr. Harrison, as a cause ofaab- 
ering his early poetical talent into notice ; for when ayotitb he left his native 
town, and became an asuslant lo Air. Harrisan as a bookseller. On hi* 
cnnnectlon wilh Mr. GalD, the Printer of the Shefl^ Iris, and also of Mr. 
JUontgoniFry'* connection with that paper, of bia sDbsei|UeDt poetical pi^ 
ilttctioiiSt and Uler&ry ftune, the world b uelt acijuainted. '"' 



Koveniber, 1788, in 
vived him but a few 
{irovided for, ilie cIJi 
a wife and six cliiliire 
ftt an advanced age. 
1793, being 
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tlie 45ih year of lib age. His wife sur- 
dnys, leaving; three children totally un- 
^sl of whom alone survives, and has now 
II of his own. Mr. Thomas Wynne died 
The Rev. Richard W;tine lived till the 
re than eighty years of age when he died. 
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The whole of his fortune he left to his ernly daughter. Mr. 
John Huddlcstone Wynne was below the middle sym (about 
five feet four inches in height) of a clear complexion, dark 
hair, of a sanguine temperament, irritable and nervous. 
Previous to ills lameness, though he always took short steps, 
yet Ihf walked remarkably fast. In his youth he acquired a 
b&d habit of stooping, which his subsequent infirmities tended 
te increase ; his eyes were piercing ; his brow remarkably 
fine, and had the appearance of being pencilled ; his nose 
acquilliDe, which, as Lavater well observes, always indicates 
• good arrangement of features. He certainly had many 
yecularities, was very absent and negligent in his external 
appearance, and the dress worn wlien himself a youth he 
•eemed always to prefer, and would probably have done the 
■ame had he lived in affluence. 

Amongst the Garretietrs, or men of Aitic Wit, that 
distinguished themselves fifty years ago, not only asindustri- 
o,ua compilers tor the booksellers, but also as men of original 
genius and lalent, may be enumerated Thomas- Bellamy, the 
Projector of 1 he General Magazine, the Monthly Mirror, and 
xutlior of some dramatic pieces, and elegant poetical effusions. 
He was born at Kingston upon Thames, in 1745, and after 
kaving been twenty years in trade, as a Hosier, he relinquished 
it for Literature, under the auspiceaof Mr. Harrison the Book- 
■eller, and friend of Montgomery. — J knew him intimately, 
«p also Mr. Lloyd, the continuator of Smollett, and the eccen- 
liicWhaliey Chamberlain Oulton, amanof diversified talent, 
of whom I shall speak hereafter, but a more weighty object 
daims my attention, in noticing Captain Grose, whom 1 knew 
^Srpm my childhood, Ue therefore claims a precedence. 
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SKETCHES 

OF THE LIF£ OF 

CAPTAIN GROSE, 



Captain Grose was associated with my earliest '^ RecoIIec* * 
tioQs." On bis first visit to Ireland, he was most anxious that 
my brother should accompany him in the prosecution of his 
Antiquarian researches, but some family arrangements prevent 
ted it. I believe he took over a clever lad with him that might 
be considered a rough diamond, he was sometimes known 
by the term of Ba4ger^ but Grose called him his Guinea P^f 

My first old and respected fnend in Ireland, Mr. R. E, 
M^rcier, was particularly kind to Grose, and had in his pos- 
session an original drawing of him on Vellum, from which 
Bartolozzi made an Etching: and from which the fall 
length Portrait \ have given is taken. 

Being anxious to collect the scattered relic$ of this great 
Afitiquarian^ I have herewith given ft-om Mercier's uiniholo^ 
gia Hibernica^ a short sketch of his Lifb and Character, and 
also Burns's poetical description of his Peregrinations through 
Scotland, his Poetical ]&ivelope coverii^g his Letter to a Bro- 
ther Antiquary of the North ; together with Mr. Allan Cun-i 
nlngham's Commentary, The intimacy between Grose and 
Burns is well known, and I believe the celebrated Poem of 
Burns*s Tarn O'Shanter first appeared in the pages of Grose*a 
Antiquities of Scotland. 

In the following pages will be found another poetical 
sketch of Grose, written by his friend Mr. Davis of Wands-j 
worth, which is admirably Characteristic of him ; and an 
accurate memoir written by Mr. Hone, and inserted in hia 
<* Every Day Book,*' 
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Knowing thit liUrarybiograpli; maked a dalinguulied pari of jour plan, 
1 ihall make no apolug; far sendtiig yon tbe (ollowiag Memoir, li ap- 
peared, anuayiDDUaly, for tlis Gril liine, jn Ihe Dubliu Chmnich for Ibe 
35ih or May 1791 ; but was genersU; known to bave rallen tiom tbe pea 
of Joseph C. Walker, Es^. 

Dulilia. Nov. 1 IT94. T. Z. 

The aullior of Ihin little memoir caanol boasl an eailji acijvuialiutce with 
Caplatn Grose ) he only knew him unce hk wcoud vi.sit to Ireland in llis 
ytar 1790. 'i'be Captain llien introduced bimselF la Iiim ia a very Qatler' 
ing manner ; an event on which he now refiecis uitli pleaauie mingled with 
pain. As an ArtiU and Antiquary, Captain Grose ij, known to all the 
enlightened pail of Europe ; and wheie hia character i^ known it is adiuiieJ. 
Hia peadl and his pen vreic guided by losle and genius — aomctimes Ihty 
were directed by humour. Nor was he !e«9 admiiable Tor his companiua* 
able <|uali lies. Few men shone more iu convei^tjon than Mr. Grose.— 
Id hU Eociely bme passed with an audible step ^ naturally cheeiful himself 
lie flashed merriment around him ; nor did his saUie* of pleasantry or poig- 
nant huraourever give pain, for ihaj were not ciciieJ either by the menial 
or personal deliiels of bis auditors. Associating with tbe ornament^ of lite- 
lalure, he alwundtd In lilctaiy anecdule ; and havingread eilemiyely, iib4 
observed narrowly, he edified while he eihiUrated. 

The anthat of this leeble attempt lo do justice to the memory of Captsiik 
Grose, isigaoranl of the year in which be commenced his HlefBry career ; 
but he believes he begaii ai an ear); period, to exercise hie pencil on the 
mditary and ecclcsiastii-al ruins of England, To this ke was not excited 
by the hope of emolument ; for he mada a frea gil^ to his printer, Mr. Samr 
uel Hooper, of the drawings for Tht Aitiijtiititi itf England and Wain. 
But it should not be forgotten, that the great success of this work enabled 
tiU. Hooper, with unparalleled g;eEKIo»lj;, to pregeot Sits. (jroH with a 
bank note for 4:800. 

Tht Antiltdtitt ff Englaad ai.d ITafei vtere followed by A Treatiu d» 
ifat jirmuur and Wiapant and MilHiiry Antiquities. Nor did his hu- 
■leep during the execution of those laborious works ; for while tljey 
'%tn passing through the precis, he published A Praiiintittl Cloisary^A 
Guide lo Heulilt Ilanar and Rickri—aa'l RvUi for JJrBitii« Caricature!; 
works abounding in genuine humour. He oci-asioualy too, fumisbed tbe 
dificrent editors of Shakespeare with valuable notes. 
The state of his iioaltb demanding the exercise of travel, and encauraged 
the success of his first Aniiquarian E^ays, he was induced lo aodeitaki 
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HidBgCMnpletedlhuarJaaniaodertikia^. be tagtgtd in ■ iraik of ■ 
■oiilai nstnie forlreliDil, and liaJ ac'nailj pat several drairings, whicbhe 
biJ made ID Uie North of Ireland, intottie Laoibar buen^nier, ohea b* 
msniddenljsnatcliedairiijrniDi llie aniioos pntilic, aod ho inroraaUbla 
ftiGnds,onllie1(ithorMa; 1TD1. 

The antliar of lliie deanltoi} inemDir caanat conclode nilhoBl roEOlion- 
ing Die liberal maiiDeria which Caplaia GnHedifFuscdhis drawings among 
fciifrieiula. Thejweraoefer known to solicit one in ¥^n. Norma his 
partrfeuUlt eiet doaed to thow eagiged in xnj Ktciaiy nndeitakiiig which 
his elegant pencil conid iUaslrale. 

Aodittswilh pleoeare the iMIidc add;, that Ireland, with her wonted 
^neroatj and respect for titortatorc, is now abont lo itUiC a Mannment (a 
thememorj of him, who, had Heaven spared him a (co tnuDtlii longer, 
would have eteroiied the reoerable remains ofber antiquities. 

A Teij bcantihil and elegaiit moilel was maile for Ibii purpcte b; the 
celebrated Mr. Gaodan an ingcnlona En^iih architect, who etodied hii pm- 
feauoQaiider Sir William CbaniberB. He wastbclir^ who gained ihe gold 
medal as an arcbileclnral prim frooi the Itojal Academjr, and early acqai- 
i;ed ranaiileialile profesional reputation, which was mach «nhanned bf ibe 
pnblicaiian of he " Titrnvitu BriiannicDS," 3 loli. folio. Me soon after 
^enl tn Ireland, where lie bnilt tlie Itoval Eicha4ige at Dablia, the portico 
of the booM of Loida, the fusr couiti, and other bi^til j o^eemed bnildin^s 
i^ that Ca|Hta]. Ila wai a fellow of the Socivlf of Antiqnaries as also of 
die Itojal Irish Academy, and died at Caoon-brook near Lncan, in I32t 
being then ii]hiaeigblj.Gllhjear. tie was buried at Ummcoodra Cbarcb, 
■iBir OnbliD, bj Ihs side of his friend Grose. 

Mr cimui G>09t's rEarcatxnTioxs Toaoocn scoilud. 
o' Ca.kes. and brilhei Scoti, 
□ Johnny Gtoat'e; 
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(1 faith bell prent itt 
IT in your bounds ye chance to lighl 
Vpnn ■ fine, bl, fodgcl wigbt, 
O Slatim abort, but genius bright, 

'Ihal'e he, mart weel— 
And wow ! be has an unm slight 

O' cauk and keel. 
By soma anld bonlel- 
Or kirk deserted by it 
It's ten to one ye'l L fir 

SomcG 
Vir lUb, they I 
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nk gfaaiM that haunts auld ha' 

Ye gip"ey gang that deal in glamor. 

And ya« deep read in hell's black grai 

Woiliicki' and witches , 
^'elt quake al bin conjuring bammei. 

Ve midiii^i b cs' 
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Jt^ IsbU k> •» >. Bd^ bnd, 
Amd aDC waJ nthei b'n Ibu Bed ; 
B«t no* be'i qui (be ipBiti^Mule, 

Aad !>■«■ the— Auiqmiui tnde, 
1 itiink I]iej rail it. 
Bakaiarartka' uiM iHk-iMckcti : 
tf an cap and jBgb jactebi. 



Thai ir^kJi dHtmgBHhcil Ike goder 



Weel d»d wi' bras. 
! Tmhjt. hell sliape job aff fm' girc, 

Ike CBI of Aibm * philibce ; 
I Tke kailc Dial nil kei AM'ieiaig 

Hell proie joa MIf, 
rav a lulding jocti-li^t 

(It lang-kail gollj'. — 
w»l TfC tee him ia be glee, 
\ }a( miikte glee and tto has be, 

n Hi him dova, ani i«a Or ihrae 
Cui lel'oira wi' kin ; 



Wha\ 
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I'd lake tbe rawal t>j ilie nose. 

Wait say Shame Gi' tkee 
"The pnwn nhonilliis faL-eliom poem c( 
and bud of wil and Viae, lie bad aetreil in the umy , and, Tediiog fhm 
it, debated bis leisure and bis laleBIs to iaiestigale tba anb'quiliea of hi* 
caaBtij. lie round his way to Fiiars-Caiae, where some of tbe aUcat an- 
•iqaaries of Scotland occasionally mel : and at tbe " board of Glenriddel," 
be saw Buna lor the fii&t time. I( ia a Iradilion in the *a1e that the Ei^. 
liahmaa beard with wonder the sarcastic sallies, epigramatic remarks, and 
•loqoenl barsts of Uic Scot ; while Ihe laUer was slnidi with the nmarkt- 
bla corpnIeDcj of the "little roiuid fat oily man,*' and tbt ahnoct pootre 
facing wkh which he talked, 

" Of [iBiritcb pala and all saut bacLeti 
Afore I he flood." 
The win* of CleDiidJel, too, aided in lighteoiag the baods of acqaaintaoce- 
ririp. The poom Sew befora Grose over Scollaod — it ii said be wis ool 
pleased to be id heralded, and above all, iiula relished ihe allosian* to his 
corpulency — he ihaaghl loo, that bis lesearchea were treated with too lillle 
pantj. Tbeae sentiments had not, howeier, reached tlw Poet, when he 
wiiica to Grose to call on his fricDd Dogald Stemrt. — " Mr. StewartS 
I ptincipal characteristic is your faiouiitc feature j that itcrUogindepeadaace 
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of iniaJ, wbkli lliaugh «Tery nnu'i tight hi Tew haT« tfae couiags Cc claim , 
■Dd Tevrer Mill (he magninimitj to lappalt : nnwduced b; iplenUiuc uhI 
Dddifgiulod Ly wretcliedaan, be appiecialei tlie merits of the actDH in th« 
great drama of life, metelj as they pciform th«r part* — id ihorl he b a 
man alter your own heart, aail I comply with hU eamesl reqaest in letting 
yaa know tbat he wiibes abofe all ihinga to loeet with yon," The meeting 
look pUce at Caliincu tbaantiqnary wuoD hit my to eMraiae the ruiDi 
of Soni Cutle." 



Kbn ye Doghl o' Captain Groae ! 

I go and ago. 
If he's amang hit friendi or fbetl 

I ram, eoram, iago. 
T> he south or n he north ! 

J;;o and ago, 
0[ ilrowned in the rirer 7arth 7 

U he ilaEn by Uigblan' bodies 1 

Iga, and ago. 
And eMen like a wether baggia ? 

Iiam, coram, dago. 
Id be to Abram's boaame gano ? 

Igo and ago. 
Or handin Sarah by tbeivamcT 

WbKfc'er he be. the Lord be near him ' 

lao and ago, 
Ai for Ibc deil, ho daur na Bleer him ! 

Tram, coram, dago. 
But please trananiit the eni:Iosed letter. 



SomayyehaeBuldBtaBegimtort 
He nry stones that Adam bore. 



The cc 

I ram, coram, dago. 
" II appeatslhat Burna made oM same anliqintrtan and legendary memo' 
Cauda respecting the niina Iq Kyle, and addressed them to his lata facetious 
gossip Grose, under covst to Cardonnel, a w?!l-known northern antiquary. 
As bis Riiod teemed nilh poetry, he could not let this opportontty pass, Imt 
liummine, as he folded up the leller, tlie well-known air of " Sir Jotm Mal- 
colm," wrote iheae lines on liieirrepper. Here, again, he touched on ilie 
c^ptirinV rorpnlency, ;>nd laiaed a laugh louder than the iMter liked. Cnr- 
doonel rend the verses wherever be weat, and the condoliiig enquiry over all 
£dialiurgh was — 

" Is be slain by Highlan' bodies, 
And eaten like a wethet haggis !" 
ThB oMsong of " Sir John Malcolm," which the Poet had in hii mind 
when he wrote 10 CatdoQoel, ialo be found in "Vaic'i Chai^ieri" it has 
some humaut." 




As no regular Biographical memoir has been given of this 
Agreeable and facetious personage, I have taken much pain* 
to collect the scattered relics, in prose and verse respecting 
him. 1 had printed a short account from Mr. Hone's 
" Bvery Day-Book,' but on perusing Mark Noble's " His- 
tory of the College of Arms, and the Lives of all the Kings, 
Heralds and Pursuivants, from the Reign of Richard the Ilf. 
founder of the College, to the present time.' — I find suet 
ample justice bestowed upon Captain Grose, and his family, 
that, I have in addition to Mr, Hone's and Mr. NichoIa'B 
Prose, and Burns's and Mr. Davis's Poetieal Sketch of aa' 
old fevouriie, given the entire. 

"FitANCis Grose, Esq. F.A. S. iras son of Francia Orose, Esq.* na- 
tive of Switierland, »]io, setiling in England, becameBOeminent a jeweller, 
tbat he was employed in fitUngup the crown for the coronalton of George 11.- 
Jtetiring from business, he resided at Richmond, and became a justice of 
peace for the county of Surrey. Djing in December, 1769, his prinls anil 
■lielU were disposed of in the following year. By Ann, Daughter of Tho- 
mas Bennett, of Kingston, in Oxfordshire, tie had the herald and several 
ether aona; tliey were, Mr. John Grose, P, A. S. author of -Ethics." 
John Henry Grose, Esq. who wrote the Voyage to the East Indies, printed 
01 1772, in two vo1nme9, father of Daniel Grose, Esq. F.A. 8. captaiti ot 
the royal regiment of artillery. Edward Grow, E?q, a merchant in Thraad- 
leetlle Street i and Sir Nash Grose, justice of the King's Bench. Francii 
Grose, Esq. Richmond, the eldest son, botn at Greenford, in Middlewx^ 
hainiig a taste for heraldry and antiquities, liia father procured him a place 
in the College of Arms. At his death he left him a fortune, which, with 
ixcoiHimy, was suflicient to have supplied all reasonable demands ; bnl ec- 
centric, easy, a lover and promoter of pleasantry, he never rcflecli>d about 
contingencies. Reaigning hts tabard in 1763, lie became adjutant and pay 
masterof the Hampflbire militia ; here he found others equally disposed t(V 
frolic iRd miith; hiimomenlspassed pleasantly : Iheonly buokiof acconnt 
ht kept, t» h« uied to own, vitit hit right and left liiiiid pockets ) into th« 
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#na ha put nha.t lie received ; from the oilier he jiald : Ili« designiag ai 
rhe earelcH, regarded bim as their dupe, and he saoQ fell ibc eliecla of bi» 
credulity. He foaod resoiirces in his eicetlent cUuical edncation, and tiu 
fine laale for drawings this gave rise to ble projeoling those elegant, splendid, 
and curious volumes which adoTD our best libraries. His works are. Anti- 
quities of Engiaod and Wales, in four volumes ; the same of Guernsey and 
Jersey, in two voluinet -, of ScMlnml, io two volumes. The Works he pub- 
lished upon this interesting subject, are falthFu! sketches of Druidicil 
renuni, and of llw ruinated castles and monasteries in (be Britiah Istas. 
He was often assisted b; his rrienda, both in drawing, and oHener in the his- 
torical part, but never without the mosl grateful acknowledgements, Mr. 
Grose had' been for some time a Fellow^ of tlie Societies of Antiquaries of 
London and Perth ; the former id IHarch 31 , 1757. He also had risen in 
biEprDfesjion lobe a captain in the Snrrey Militia ;. and as he had published 
bia volumes c^ the Antiquiliel of Guernsey and Jersey in 1TS7, he a^pplied 
liiaMlfto what related to his military situation. In 1T8S, 1768, heprinled 
hia " Military Antiquities respecting a History of the English Army, from 
Ihe Conquest to the present time," in two volumes, 4to. illustrated with a 
gi'eat variety of plates ; and, like the Tormer works, publislied in cumbers. 
A'sakindaf pielud« toibese volumea he pnblisbed"A treaiisBon ancient 
Almour and Weapons, illuslraled by ptalu taken froHi tbe otigioal armour 
in the Tower of Loudon, and other ai^it'oals, maseums, and cabinets, in 
JTfi5,4to." To which hegave a Supplement in 1789, 4tD. The plates 
in both were etched by Mr. John Hamilton, vice-president nf the Society of 
Artists of Great Briloin, " exermed in a free painter-like manner." In 
J7B& be published a Classical Ditljimatj of the vulgar Tongue." which by 
no means added to bis reputation, and " a Guide to Health, Beanty. Honour 
n ad Riches; being a collcclion of humouious advertisements, pointingont 
meansto obtain those blessings." with a suitable inlroduclory preface. Id 
1786. " The History of Dover Castle, by the Rev. William Dancl, cliap- 
lain ta Queen Elizabeth. The Latin MS. from which Ibis was printed, was 
transcrabed From the oti^inal by Williani Oldys, Esq. Korroy. It i> ele- 
gantly printed in quarto and octavo, the same slie as the large and small 
editions of the Antiquities of Engtaiul and Wales, with ten beautiful views 
finely engraved, from drawings taken by biiuself on the spot. In 1788. 
" A provincial Gbissary. wiili a collection of local Proverbs, and popular 
Superstitions." 8vo. In the same yearappeared without bia name, but which 
was generally ascribed to him, " Rules for Drawing Caricatures, the subject 
illustrated with four copper Plates, with an Essay an comic Painting." In 
1789 be began bis ScoUish tour; tbe result of it appeared first in 1790. 
Uefore the whole was completed he went to Ireland, which was to be viewed 
the sister kingdom, and its antiquities, comprised in forty nunibere, in 
e sites as his other works of that kind, were to be given ; but, when 
th» lifly-BenjDd year of bib age, he was carried off by an apopleclic 
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U, Ally 13, IT91, in tUe houM oi Mr, Ilase, in Dublm.* &act bii 
daaih a small fiva. volume of miscellaoeoiu eubjoctg weie publisbed, b}F ili« 
late Mr. John Wiilimaaoa. (com wliich 1 have ^vea the lives of Wjrbuttoa, 
Somerset, and Oldj9, Norroy, It ts wonderful that be was able to publish 
to much, a.ad thai generally saeicGlleat, B«Hiles Iheie extensive works, li* 
drew Ihe new plates in Mr, Miitla's History of TItetford, 1779. Mr. 
William Flai^ktan, hookieller it Caoterburj, and Mies Goslingof that city, 
have many of bis dravrings, taien whilst he resided there, which he did for 
lome years, having married a lady of that place. Cromwell, the vicar- 
geueraJ, the furious faaatical rgrormer Knoi, and Oliver Cromwell, tha 
Protector, were faundBts of his celebrity, by destroyinj; the ecclasiastical 
sad miliUty strncluras of our ancestora ; but the band of tune had prepared 
them for Grose') pencil, by fracturing the walla, and rearing upon and 
around them, the ivy, the moaa, and the shrub. There is an original min- 
iature portrait of him, drawn from the life, hy Dr. Bruce, then surgeon of 
a regiment of foot, in the possession of IMr. Flackloa, who long knew and 
highly esteemed bun ; it represents him sitting in a chair, in his militsry 
uaiform, and was esteemed, when taiien, twenty-seven years before hu 
death, 1 very striking likenesi. There ia a whole length porttait of him 
b; Dance, engraved by Baitolozii which I have given. Yet he seems ta 
have disliked a personal representation of himself sleeping in a chair, which 
Mr. Nichols pTonoanced " an excellent" likeness ; a copy of which we have 
here jiten. This sleeping portrait is attributed to the Rev. James Doug- 
lu, one of his brother antiquaries, who dedicated the print to (heir "devoted 
'bielheren" of the society. Beneath It were inacribad Ihe foUowi/ig liiKs s 

" Now Grose, like bright Phcehus, has sunk into rtsl. 

Society droops for the loss of his jest ; 

Antiquarian debates, unseasoned nith mirth. 

To genius and learning will never give birth. 

Then wake,brothEr member, our friend frnm hisslflep, 

lest Apollo should frown, and Baechui abouU wtep." 
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remaTkalily oi)ipuleiii,a9tLeengravLiigssbow, Inalelterlqtlf 
Bev, Junta Gtainget, lie s»y«. " I a™, ind ever have been, the idlest fellow 
living, even before I bad acijuiied 4)>e load ofadventitinus matter wbich at 
present itufis mj doublet." On ibc margin af this letter, Mr. Graiaget 
wrote "asr«rtlieioatter that stuffs ya^ doublet, 1 hope it iiiallgoDditu/ ; 
if you eboutd double it, 1 sball call it morbid matter and tremble Tor you. 
But I consider it as Ibe effect of good dlgcslion. pure blood, and laughing 
ipjrits, coajjiflaud iolo a wholesome maia by as muvli sedentariness. (I 
oale this [ong nord) as is consistent with the activity of your disposition." 
In truth, Grose was far from being an idle man ; he had great mental aeti' 
vily, and bis antiquarian koowledge and labourwete great. He was fond 
however of nhai are termed the pleasure^^ of the table ; and is represented 
in a fine mezioliato, drawn and engraved by his friend >~alhaniel Hone with 
TheodisiuB Forrest, the barrister, and Hona himself, dressed in the character 
of monks, over a bowl which Grose is actively preparing for their carousal. 
' Another, styled " The English Antiquary," is amongst the caricature 
portraits of Mr. Ray, of Edinburgh. Thati? "The Lounger's Miscellany" 
vpaa not designed for, though It well represents him. There is another 
which dots not do justice to the subject it professes to represent. None 
laughed at his figure than himself, and it being unique, could nut be 
mistaken; he often signed not his names to liis letter, but sketched his 
pcnoa. How ioitnilible has that sweet bard, the unfortunate Burns, par< 
Irayed the inaa wben larding the lean earth in his peniinbulatiaiis in that 
fcinjdoK. 
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.'GrojG, la 1 lUaagtr, niglit lava b«ea luppostd not ■ aurnama, boto 
mlacted la signilicint of ha tignre ; wkieh wu more of the focm of Sanch 
Fanoa tlian Falstaff) he paitoot greally orUie propcrtiesaF both. lie itas 
M low, s{]u].t. Bad rotund 13 the farmer, and not le» a sloveu ; equalled 
hiiQ too iu Ills love of sleep, and nearly ao in his pioverljs. To his wit ho 
was a Faletalf, He was iha butt for other men lo shoot at, but it ainays 
rebounded with a duubte force. lie could eat with Sancbo. and drink with 
ihs Knight. In aimpllcily, probity, and k conjpaarianate heart, he wa> 
wholly of the Panca breed; bis jocularity could have pleased a prince. 
Hii learning, sense, acienae, and honour, might bavc Eccureil him the fuvour, 
not tlie rejection oribaall'accomplished conqueror of Fiance. — My personal 
knowledge of the original enables me to vouch for the justness of the cba- 
lac ter I have drawn. In tha " Si. Jamei'a Hvetung" waa proposed aa ai^ 
fpitapb for him, the fotlowlag appropriate woida ; 
Here lies Francia Groae. 
On Thursday, May 13. 1791, 

L Death put au end to 

■ His MEivsaad rnoarEcrs. 

V ■ Mr. Groae, I believe, chiaSy reiided at Wan^aworth, in Snrrey, be tnar- 

I itied Ibe beautiful Catherine, daughter of Mr. Jordaa, of L'anterhury, by 
whom he had two soniand five daughters ; I, Francis Grose, of Croydon- 
Crook in Surrey, Esq. a colonel in the army, governor of New South 
Wales ; 3, Onslow Grose, Esq. captain of the pioneer corps on the Madras 
establishment, who died very lately in India; 3, Catherine -Ann-Maria, 
born in the parish of All Sainu, in Canterbury, August 19, 1752 ; 4, Ann- 
Etiiabeth ; 5, Mary-CaroHne j and 6, Pbsbe. One of these daughter* 
married to Ankelel Singleton, Ksq. lieatesaDt-govemor ot Landguard-Fort, 
in;Ejsei." 

POETICAL SKETCH 
OF FRANCIS GROSE, Esq. F. A. S, 

BY HIS FRIEND MR. DAVIS, OF WANDSWORTH, 

Which will give to those unacquainted with Mr. Grose some idea of bl* 
character and person; while to those who bad tlie good fortune to know Mm, 
it will be recognized as a spiihed and welt-drawn portrait. 

Since thanks to heaven'a high bounty free. 



harda fijr iat'eieat. chuae 



le the great, at ralsebooTi shiine ; 



Suppose {•)' pastime 1 

.Some valu'J fritiid iu faithful lay. 



portray 
faithful la 



Grosi torn; p«D a Ihtme luppliei, 
With life and lauGhlei in liis tyet. 
Oh I how I can BUrvej with pleasure, 
Ilia lireast and shoulders ample meat ar* ; 
[lis dimpled chin and rosy clicek, 
IliBBkin Ctota inward liniog sleek. 

When la ray house he deigns to past 
Through mijy wajB, lo take a glass. 
How ^adly ent'ruig in I se« 
Jlii belly's vast rolandily ! 
But tliongh so fat, he beats the leaner 
In ease, and bodily demeanour j 
And in that mass of fiesh sodroll 
lUsidea a social, gen'rotu soul. 

IluiuUe — and modest to excess. 
Nor conscious of his worthiness, 
lie's yet too proud lo worship slate, 
And haunt with couttly bend the great 
He dnws not for an idle word. 
Like nodeiB iluellists, his sword, 
liut sbcwB upon a gross affront, 
Tlie valour of a UellamonCi 
On comic themes, in grave disputes. 
Ills sense, the nicest palate suits ; 
And more, he's niili good nature lilest, 
Which gives to sense superior leat. 

His age, if you are nice to know. 
Some Iwo and fb'ty years ago, 
EuphcDsyneupon liis hirlh 
Smil'd gracious, and the Godormirlli 
O'er bowls of nectar spoke bis joy. 
And promis'd vigour lo the boy. 

With Horace, if in height compat'd, 
lie somewhat overtops Ihe bard ; 
Like Virgil loo, I must conress, 
lie's rather negligent in dress } 
KeattcBs besides he loves to roam, 
And when he seems most tJiM at Iiome, 
Grows qoickly lir'd, and breaks his tether, J 
And scours awav in spite of weather ; 
Perhaps by sudden slatl to France, 
Or else to Ireland takes a dance '; 
Or schemes for Ilaly pursues. 
Or seeks in En^and other views ; 
And though still plump and in good ci 
He sails or i ides from place to place. 
So oft to various parte has beet), 



^ 



Who pore whole y< 



.'t tell h< 



« and prose ; 



la through pond'rous works thiy ti 
Turn pallid at the midnight oil. 
He's .{udg'd aa artist to inherit 
tio imall degree of Hogarth's spirit ; 
Whether he diaws from London arr 
'1 liB ci(, swift driving in his thair. 
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O'crtnrn'J, witb pr«i?iaiu licluiD't load 
Aad frighteneJ madam in llie nwd ; 
IVh'ile la (b«lr darling vUl ihtj hUM, 
So fiae in Aiiatic tute ; 
Or bastard aiVDrii [o umpte looB : 



And though at collEge m 



Umui^b 
atki 
^ many 



golhic 



That Iqftj Abl>ot'fl pHiiach Bupptied : 
Of ancient etnicturea write tbennie. 
And on iheir ruins builds hii name. 

O late may, by the fat-es decri^e, * 
Bly friend'a nletempijclioaM be; 
But wlien the lime of rhange ahall com*. 
And AlropoB shall seal hbdoom, 
Round some old castle let him play. 



' To please agiiain htlmaci ihape. 

In taking leave of Captain Grose, I must not omit noticing 
ft Burlesque translation or Homer's Iliad, that M'as attri- 
buted to Iiim, and I believe the first Work written by lilm 
in the hey-day of life ; it abounds in a strong vein of 
coarse humour, and althoughso truly laugtiableand ludicrous- 
il would have been well perhaps that it had never appeared or 
that it had with his "Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Ton- 
gae," been consigrted to oblivion. The first volume of 
Homer Travestied appeared when Grose was about 30 years 

I of Age, and was published by an obscure bookseller of the 
same of Jtfariner in I762. Th& Second volume was pub- 
Babed by Grose's favorite, but as he terms him negligent 
bookseller" Mast»r Sam Hooper," to whom lie was very 
partial, altbougb, he says, that " lie never did any one 
lliing that he told him to do" A second edition of this 
Work appeared in 1778, and subsequently third an 1 fourth 
cilitlons, with spirited Etchings, were published by Hooper 
ioconjunction with the Robinsons, tiiemutualfriendsof both, 

E although this work is omitted in the list of Grose's Works, 
r 



cr of the doctriie of Tra 
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in Wiitts Bibliatlieca aad otiier publicatioiii, I have 
doubt apoa the subject. Tbe only apology he appears ti 
iDdke for this extensive rao^ of doggrel, may be gathered 
from his preface where hesays; — 

The writers of tlie merry pIbbf, 
E'ec aince Ihe times of Iludibrai, 
la ihiaalrange blamler nil agree. 
To mnrder sJiorl-legg'd Poetry : 
WorJs Ibough dei^aed (a make vi 
Why raay'nt Ihey run ai 



nnoolh aa oil 1 
No Poel-Uslei can coDiiuce 
A mniiof aoykind of ecnse : 
That verae Caa be the f;rfalc«t ireamre, 
Becaiue.it wiHtB bath weight aod meaeur 
Or can peraotHle thai false rnugh metre, 
Though true aoil smaolli, by far is awteter. 



L 



I close tliis portion of my book, with some few remarks 
upon llie Robinsons and the eminent authors who associated 
with them in their Literary pursuits, and at tlie festive and 
social board. George Robinson, Senr., might be considered 
tlie Prince, nay, the King of Bookaeilers ; for added to hi3 
fiite, manly, prepossessing appearance, and dignified 
manners, his walic was as majestic as that of his friends Dra- 
Glover and Buclian ; never shall I forget these personages 
each standing G feet in height, at their great cliimeterick. — ■ 
T!ie elder Robinson, was perhaps, the most enterprising! 
intelligent and communicative bookseller with antliorsof his 
day, and among those who partook of his hospitality, were 
the telobrated Arthur Murphy, Charles Macklin, John Louis 
Delolme,, Gentleman Aicken, Dr. Glover, Dr. Gregory, Dr. 
Wallis, Mr, Holcroft, Alexander Chalmers and others ; and 
in his more select parlies Mrs. Piozzi, Mrs. Inchbald, Mrs. 
Radchffe, Sec, &c., visitedat his town house in Pater Noster 
Row, where the wits and critics of the day assembled ; he 
possessed a vast share of ready wit and repartee himself, and 
Ills having publised the Critical Review for nearly half a cen~ 
tury, and the New Annual Register from its commencement, 
as well as the most popular Works of Voyages and Travels, 
from Abysinia Bruce, down to those of Savary, Volney, 
other Popular Works, as well as Tranalationt 



I 
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die PrencTi and German ; and original Novels and Dramatic 

"Works in abundance ; these broiiglit him in contact with tlie 
first men of the age. He was a most social companion 
and according to the habits of that period, was said to be a 
six bottle man, sometimes knocking up, as it was 
termed, some of his Irish and Scotch friends, and Corres- 
pondents, among whom were the celebrated Luke White 
John Archer, and Patrick Byrne of Dublin, and the Elliiot's 
and Kayes, &c. of Edinburgh, as well as their English friends 
Nothing could be more gratifying than meeting Robinson 
and hia son and brothers with their parties at their villa at 
SLreatham, about six miles from London. Here I have 
often seen Holcroft, Godwin, Chalmers and others. 

This snug retreat was a farm liouse shingled, or blue- 
boarded ; with diamond latticed cottage windows, the 
gable end fronting the road was sheltered by a venerable Yew 
tree, and the whole encircled by substantial out houses and 
excellent gardens j John Louis De Lolme was a visitor here, 
when his eccentricities would admit ; he was naturally of 
a gloomy disposition, and disappoiiitmenls frum higher 
quarters in his expectations from his Essay on the Cor- 
stitation and other able political wiilings encrenscd his 
irritability. It is rather remarkable that one of llie b^st 
histories of England, and the best E^say on the English 
Constitution, have been written by Frenchmen, namely, 
Rapio and De Lolme ; of the latter the Monthly Review thus 
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Three Dew chapter?, including nearly an hundred pages, arc aJdcd lowacib 
lite i'lo:4ol ihc second Look ; and ttiere aie eeveral coni'iderable adilitioiu 
beside, wliich are interaperseJ itTougli the body of liia work. 

" Mr. De I-olme objerves, in the introduc^on, flial he is aware, thai it 
will he ilecrtied prestimptuous in a man who hss j>a«3ed ttie greatest pofl 
of liii lire oDt of En^lanil, to attempt a delineation of the Engli^ 
Goveinmenr. But to this he answers, that, though a forefgncr in England, 
yet B9 a oative of i free cuntitiy, kc iano stranger loth[»e cirCDmstancea 
which conatitule at cliaracteriie lilierty -, and that even the jfreal dispro- 
porlion between llio lepubljc of which he is a member and in which he 
formed hie principles, and the British empire, has perhaps only contributed 
to facilitate liis polilieal inquiries." 

Mr. Jobn NicUolls gives the following interesling account 
of De Lolmc :-> 

' This eminent Politicil Writer was born at Geneva about 174a j re- 
ceived a liberal education, and cmbiaci-d the pTofes»ion of lite Law ; but 
did not long praclise as an Ailvocale, before be formed the tesolnlion of 
quitting ha native counliy, tliat he inigbt display hta lively talents and 
his literary itcquircmcnta on a more contpicnous theatre of action, and 
might personal^ obseive the constitutions and customs of more powerful 
States. The English GovernraCitt, in parlicdlar, excited his cnriosily, 
and he resolved la study iU'DaIui*,aDd ciamiae its principles, with par- 
ticular care and attention. He even endcaioared, in the first work which 
he published after his arrival in England, to lead his Readers into an opin- 
ion that he nas a native of Ibis favoured country. It was wKtieu in our 
language, and appeared in 1772, with Ihe Olio, '"A Parallel between tile 
lilnglish Government and the faiiner Government of Svreden j conlaioing 
some Observations on the late Revolution in Ihat Kingdom, and the Ex- 
amination of t)iH Causes that secnie us agaitistboth Aristocracy and Ab- 
solute Monarchy." Many of our Countiymen weie apprelxensive that 
our CoQSlilution might be Eubierted, like ibat of Sweden ; but the loarneif 
Doctor (for M, De Lolme had previously taken the degree of L. L. it.y 
by contiasling with the polity of Kngland the GovommcnC which Guala< 
vns 11), had overtarneit, plausibly argued that such feari! weie ill foDnded. 
lie soon aller commenced the woik which established his literai^r anil 
political fame, " The Constiturion of England, or au Aci'ount of the En- 
glish eavurnment : in which it is vompared, both wilb the Republicau 
Form of Guvernment, and the other Monaicbiisin Europe." It whs ap- 
plauded, on its hist appearance (in Holland) in the French language, as 
s and spirited performance, combining originality ol 



lliougbt witli jUElnesEor remark and perspicuity of expression. A tri 
tlon of it being earuestlv desired, the Author enlarged and improved it 
published the first English edition in June 1775, 8vo. '' 






le was the Tianslator of his own woik ftom the Fiench ; aod his 
gn^at Lnowlcdce of our language was the subject of high eacomium. But, 
if the general style of the wort be compared with that of the dedication, 
lyhich, in every sentence, bears matks of a foreign pen, it will readily be 
coocludel, Ibat the body of the publication was chiefly translated by an 
Knglishman, under the Autbot'e eye. li is next publication was the above- 
raentiooed " History of the Flagellanis i or, McmoriiiU of Human Superstl- 
tiun." Ilisatlention t>eingancrwaids mote usefully called to the subject 
of the Legislative Union between England and Scotland, by an intenitcd 
te-publicaliou oF De Foe's Uistnry of that memorable transai^lion, ho wrote 
in 1787, ajudicioua essay, calculated for an introduclioo to that work. 
TliD fate of this Essay, however, was somewhat singular, Whvn it nai 
completed at Ihe press, the Author and his Bookseller ijuarellcd about the 
, price i aod the tsfay (enlarged by the Author iiilo a H-parate Wojk. 
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"on the Kingdoms of Scotland and IrelanJ") remained, unpubli-heil, snrt 



vnpaid for, in the Printer's 



anil nas finally c 
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waste paper. In tbe following fear appeared his " Obser 

to ihe TaiupoD Window-] tghls, llie Shoji-tai, andtbe Impoal upon Ht 
hers and Pedlars." In UteK he urges his objecliaoE with humour as »<.->' 
as argBuieul. When the question of l he Regency agitated the minds nf 
the public, he wrote, in 1789, ■' ObBervalions upon the National Einbat- 
ruamenl, and the Proceedings in Purliamcnt relalire to the same." In 
tiiis Pampldet he coincides with the plan pniposcl by Mr. Pitt, and adopl- 
ed by the Parliament, with llie concurrence of the great majority of tno 
Nation. The^ itre supposed to be all Mr. Da Lolme's aironed pnbtica- 
tions ; but lie wrote same LcUcrsJB the Newspapers, particuUcI; a very 
ittgeaious piper on the question, '- whether the Impcachmeat of Mr. Ha«- 
lings abitled by a DissolnlioB of Parliament!" He wrote also, in 177!), a 
long and laboured ■' Justification of the Council at Madras ;" an Bvo 
pamphlet of about 170 pngra (ofwhich 2000 copies were printed) on a 
suliject which was uifM without the nece«sil; of makin; it public. It 
is not exactly known at what time he lell England ; but he died in Swit- 
zerland in 1807, leaving a name certainlyof caniuderable eminence in liie 
Annals of Litcralure, His Perception wa? acute, and hts mind vigorous. 
Mot I'ontont with a hasly or superficial observatioa of the characleis of 
Men and the aflaiis of Stales, he eiamined them with a philouiphic spirit 
and a discerning eje. He could ably speculate on the different modes of 
Government, develope the disguised views af Princes and Ministers, and 
detect the arts and intrigues of dcBigogues and pseudo-patdol'. His work, 
on Ihe Consticutioanf England has been generally supposed the most ra- 
t^nal and enligblened survey of the subject ) but De Lolme was not mUL'h 
a gainer by il. It was discouraged on its lir^t appearance ; and, tliougb 
iQEOlioned with Uigli respect by some leading men in Parliament, nothing 
HubBlantiai was done for its Author. His private life, however, had many 
singularities ; and De Lolme was not a man (o be provided for by casual 
bounty, or casual patronage. lie expected, and had reason lo eicpect, 
some permanent reward that might have led lo independence. Disappoint- 
ed in this, hit pride of spirit ivauld not suffer him lo solicit inferior rewards. 
At- times he wasa successful speculator in the Public Fsnds. The Wri- 
ter of lhi« article has more than ence seen ahandfull of Bank Noie? so 
obtained ; with which it was his habil lo retire from tlia world ^11 all was 
consnaicd. For some years, when inqniries were made by men of rank, 
nho probably meant to have assisted him, it was almost impoasible to trace 
Ilia lodgings, which he frequently changed , and in some nf which he paa>ed 
lij fictitious names. He was discovered, however, in liis retreat, by a 
l>enevo1ent member of Ihe " Literary Fund ;" and ondescended loaecep', 
as a present, some welcome pecuniary retieF. In 11107, on Ildilion of his 
work on Ihe Constitution was publislicd, iltu!lraled by Notes, and a criti- 
cal and Diographical Prebce by Dr. Charles Coote, — See more of him in 
Mr. Chalmers's Edition of the "Biographical Diclienaiy j" and Mr. D'ls- 
taeli's " Cal amities nf Authors," 

^K THOMAS HOLCROFT. 

^^VRie lateTliomas Holcrort, Esq., was amongst tlic arliest 
^^OT my recollections, and is the last personage I sfiai adveil 
to before I enter into a furtlter retrospection, or co.i mcnce 
with tlio main object of my memoirs. He was in reality llie 
arcliitecC of liis own fortune. He wrote a small portion of 
Iiis own life, from wliich, and other sources, the conduct, 
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character experience, and fancy of tliis extraordinary man, 
in rising above every obstacle, is a proof of what perseve- 
rance c\n effect for the most humble and even unfortunate, 
for Ilolcroft's early days were clouded by poverty, pain 
and disappointments. The talented Mr. Hailitt was fortu- 
nately acquainted with liim for the last four years of his life, 
tind has produced llirea volumes of the most entertaining and 
instructive pieces of biogvapliy that we have witnessed. He 
says in an ailvetlisement prefixed to them, 

"Mr. HOLcnon' hud inlendeJ. Cor sever*] fears be rote 1 119 d«nlli, (o 
nrile an account of hismvn life. It isnow 10 1m regre»ed that he did nol 
bftrin laeiarule liii< design saoaer. Few livei hare been marked with more 
(irlkingchjngej; and no one possesseil Ihe ([ualilies necessary for describing 
tliem «ilh oiore charxclerialic liTeiinesa in a greater degree than he did. 
It often happens, that what kb idwi wUh done, ve tail la do; either 
through fear lest the Ciecotion nhuuld not Snxirer our eipectatioos, or 
bc'au'e the pleajura with which wa contemplale a fanonrile object at a 
distance. malicA ut neglei-t the ordiootjr means of attaioing it. This 8eem« 
lo have been iha eaaa with Mr. Holcioft, who did nol begin tbe work he 
had so long projected, till wiihia a sUott lime ot his death. Hoir mnch be 
had it at beiTl. may however be inrened from the eilraordiDary pains he 
< then took to uiake some progicsB in it. lie told his phjeitians that he did 
not care wl.al wverily of ircatmeot be was subjected to, provided he could 
live six tnontlu longer to oouiplete what he beiiiin. By dictating a word 
at& lime, be iUcceFded in bringiiig it down lo his fifteenth year. When 
the clearne>'9. minuteni'ss, and vividnes-i of n-bal he thus wrote, are com- 

Eaied witli Ibe feeble, hair-notivul^ed state in which it was written, il will 
e dithcult to bring a Umoger instance of the eicrtion of reeolutioD and 
hrninei^ dC tnind, under ru<h circn instances. The nhols ot tbia account 
h given lllcrally lo the publir;. 'I his part cnmpii^e.^ the first sevenleen 
I'liaiileis, or lionk 1. '1 lie rema'iader o£ tbe life has been compiled from 
Mr. llukraft'a leltera ; fiom jouinaU and other papen to nhich 1 bad 
ai.-ceu ; fiom converHatiam nith toneof hit early and moel Intimtte Tiiendi i 
and fiom pasiSges in hii piiuled works, relating to his awn history anil 
■dventurea, pointed out to me hy them. Some of the anecdotes 1 have 
aLo beard mcnliDnod by hinitelf ; but these are comparatively fen. 1 fint' 
hecau'.e acquainted w'iih Mr. Ilolirolt about leii years agv ; m^ ^^ifH 
iQteicoune with him was viilhin the last Il.ree or fo^r years 0! huUMB 
\V]L1.IAM HAZLin^l 
THOMAS HOLCROFT. *^ 

in Orange Court, Leieeiter Fields, on lll^^ 
, old style ; and wait bapliied and re(;istered' 
re iny Dame is etroneDUnly written tlowlcrolt. 
8, wWh mav be se^in Doctors' Commons, 
It. From this it appears that our family did 
ibje[]Uor Dithogra_pliy, or think the manner 
L, a aiBtter of iupottauce. 
Elain. Ihmu^h life, a few strong impre=6ions of 
very tariy cmioiycoii. I iiave i recollection of being plsjEd with by my 
psicnlB, when very young, and of the exlieme plrt*«re it gaie me. Ol> 
anolhir occoHon,- oh 1 and one or two of my broliiers or sisters were 
playing in the court, and kneeling and peeping down a cellar window, 
where there were some foviU, a sljuiler that belonged to the window, and 
was fastened up, by some means or other got loose, and entirely cut oS one 
side of my H'tcr Anne's thumb; — a disaster never afterwards lab«for- 
guiien. My father one day whipped me veij severely for crying logo loa 



"I »a 


! born in Lonilon, 


lOlh day 


f Hocemhe 


, 1795 


in Si. Warrins Churi. 


h, wbe 


In k will 


of one df-m 


V ancicf 


the name 


isspert Ho 


idecrol 


rot pay r 






in which their name » 


Bi spell, 



St est perst 



:, 1 lellei 



C 97 ) 



School ia the DBighbourliouJ, nhcre cliililren were sent tallier la keea 
them out of the way, lliau to leara any Ihio)!:. lie ilwvaida ordered an 
apprentice lie had la tale me tasi^haol. Thia apprentice was an eiceedinBly 
liard-CeatureJ youtli. wilh thick lips, wide maulh, broad nose, and hii 
face very much marked nith [he amall-pox, hut very kiod and good 
lerapered. I perfectly remember hia carrying me ia my peltiuoata, cun- 
fioling me as ne weltl, aud giving me Himelhing nice tn eat. Perhap* I 
bear liis featuteB in mLnd the more accurately, iMcau^e I ocraaiooally nw 
bim allerwards, till i was seven or eight years old, when he used la visit 
my father, who was then under mi^orluues. He seldom ci^nie without 
somelhiQg kind to say, or good in give : but his last and capital gilt, loo 

?recinus 10 boever forgoilen, consisled of Iwo small books. Onewastho 
Cstoryof Parismnsatid Pammeneg, and the other, the Seven Cham- 
pious of Chiisleadom, [then called CAa;iinnu'i Beaki] I'he^ were lo me 
" " ■' ■" '■ 1 brnughl Uie ruBged, good nalured Dick 



o slight 



: of otiligalio 



Tlie efTects upon tlie young mind of first impressions 
pvoiluced by similar works, ate not less estra ordinary limn 
frequent, tlie great Edmund Burke, was fond of tliese. 
Chapman's Books, or what in Ireland were termed Surlons; 
among these collections were the Siegij of Troy, Don Bel- 
lianis oE Greece, and others, which he read wilh avidity. 



! about sii'ycarg old, my father kept a slioe- 
j 1 1 ._!_. ii__.:__ .L_. Tnolher 



" jMr. H. ronllDUee, till 1 w 
maker'sshopin Orange-Court, a 

dealt in creens and oystece. After I became aman. my father i 
pointed out the bouse to rue ; the back of il iooki mto tlie Ktag's Mews ; 
and it Is DOA' Ko. 13. My father wa; fond of F^peculalion, and very adren- 
tuious. 1 believe he had been set up in trade by my unrle John, who 
lived several yearn, lirgl as a helper, and Bfterwards ai a groom in the 
King's stables : where, bein^ an eicellent economltl, he saved money. 
Fora lime, my fattier, through John's influence, was admitted a helper in 
the stablea, bat he did not rnntinue there lon^. not having his bruther'ii 
parseverauFe. How or when he procured the liltle i^nawled^zeof shoe' 
making w hie b hs bad, I do not rei'olleri ; though I have liesrd him raen- 
lion the Fai'l. Ife wi' nnt bred to tlie trade . Ifc and a numerout family 

as I have heard him deaciibe il, the mosl desotate pail of Lancnsliire, 
called Martia'g Muir, where my ^rand-father was a cooper -, B idbd, 
according to my father's account. |ios4essed of good qoariiiee, but panbionate, 
and a dear lover of Sir Jahn liarleycorn. My gi a nd-molber was always 
menlianed by my fjlhet with very gieal rsEpecl. 

At llie petlml of which 1 ppeak, tie we»t end of London swanneJ with 
chairmen j who, in orler that thf-v might tread more «alely, had Iheir shoes 
made differently from ihose ot other psopl? ; to which particular branch 
of the trade my father applied him»cir ■tith soma loccess. But he wasnol 
ealisBed wilh the profiw he arqnired by nlice-makiog : be was very fond of 
horses, anri havmg so-ne knowlediie of Ihtm, he became a dealer in ihrm. 
Few persons but the gieal, at Ibis time kept any tort «f carriage. Il was 
CDminon far Ihose who wished lo ride out, to liirea hor-^ far tfie iliy : and 
my fatlier kepi several hones for Ihia parpose. If his wordwa* to betaken, 
iher were such as were not very ea^ly to be mat''he'l. The praise he 
iiettowed nn ihem lor Ibeir performances, and his admiraUon of tlieit make 
and beanly, were itroug an I couUnned. ^ onng at I was be (vuottj 
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wtsheJ to see me able lo riJc. He had a beautiful potiey fat least so tf 
called, and 9g I Ihonght it:] but it was not more remarkable fur its beaulr, 
Ilianit4 Ddimalion. To hold it, reijuired nil ni; father's strength ind skill ; 
jet he wa« determined I should njouDt this poney, and accoiapan; him, 
wlieoever he tank a ride. For tiiig purpose my piiUicoats wera aucarded ; 
f nd as tit WBi fonJer of me ihin even of hi'< horaca, nay, or of his ponoy, 
he had SI rapt made, and I wai buckled to the saddle, wi'ti a leading rein 
fastened to the muzzle of the poney, nhicli he carefully held. TheM 
lidet, niih the uditneMof our eqaipa^ and appearance, Bomelimes exposed 
ua ta the ridicule cf hanteriqgacqBfinlaijce; betl leiDCiaber no hami that 
frappeneJ. 

About the game time, m^ father indulged another vbim ; whellier lie was 
led lo il by Boy other particular accident, I cannot tell. I must have been 
alioBt five yearn old, when he put me under the tuition of a player on Ihe 
yiolin, who was a public performer of sums repute. {Either parental fond- 
neas lerl my father to believe or he was Hattered into the supposition, that 
] had an nocommon aptitude for the art I had been put to leara. 1 ti»ll 
never (or^t tiic hi^h praises that 1 received, the aAjrmation lliat I was a 
' ■' )y teachers gave t 

e ijBver reahied. 

My father was under great obligations to my uncle John, and was afraiil, 
especially }ust»t thattinie, of disabligisg bim IMy uncle's uiide look the 
aiarm ; and after marking his diiauprobation he asked wiih contempt, 
" Do you mean to make a G^ldler of the boy V My practice on the viulia 
therefore cea-wil ; anrl it is perhaps north remarkinc;, that, though I coul^ 
play sa well before I was six years old. I bad wholly forgotten the art at 
the age uf seven ; for, afler my master left me, I never touclie-1 tha instrii' 
ment. In Ihe daysof my youthful distreEis, I have sometimes thought, with 
bluer regiet, of Ihe abaurd pride of my uncle. 

Thus lar my infantine life had passed under much more favourable cir^ 
CDmstancet tlian are common id the childrea of the poor. But, wheo I 
was about sii years old, the scene suddenly changei), a long traio of 
iacreasing hardships began, and I have t|o doubt my tuFferings were 
Tenilered more severe frnm a consciousness of the little 1 had suTeretl 6\\ 
then. This may therefore be properly considered aa the first remarkable 
era of my life. 

Mr. Hotcroft continues his narrative by describing his 
father's laborious pedestrian eifcursioDa, tind his own priva- 
tions and disappointments in wandering from place to place, 
sometimes be^inp;, aad at others tramping the villages with 
Itis mntlier, with pins, tacc^, tapes, and other smalt haber- 
dashers; they also visited the country fairs. In describing; 
one of their routes, he says : — 

" The thing[B i}f sj'hich I have the most distinct recollectioa as connected 
with the Isle of Ely, are its marshy lands, mulliplied ditches, long broad 
gi-ass, low and nnmeroos draining mills ; with llie cathedral of Peter- 
borough, which I thought beautiful ; but abqve all, those then dear and 
delightful creatures, a quack doctor, peeping from behind his curtain, and 
that droll devil bis merry Andrew, apparitions Erst behcbl by me at Wii- 
beach fair, {t was ji pleasure so unexpecteil, so exquisite, so rich and 
rare, that I follow^ llie merry ^ndrew and his drummer through the 
ftieets, gliding under «rms and between legs, never long together llirH 
fUhls, apart from him; almoft bursting with laughter at his eitremi 
comicality ; tracing the gridirons, punchinellos, and pantomime figurason 
h« jacket ; wondering at the manner in wliich ho twirled liis hat in the 
fir, and ogitiii cauglii it so dexterously on his head. My curiosily did noF 
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abate, nhea he oamineil to see if there was any litlle ikvil liid withia k, 
wilh a gfolesque squint of lijscjea, twist of liiii dom, and the eiclnmation, 
" Ob, ho ! have I caught you Mr. Imp V — maliag a snalcli at tlie inaitla 
of hb hat, graspuig at something, upening his hand, iinding Dotiiing in it, 
and then ciying wilh a stupid slare^" No, you seo, good folks, tlie devil 
of any devil is iierel" Then again, nlicalie returned to the stage, folloived 
by an eagec crowd, and in an impeiiaus tune was ordered hy his master to 
moitnt, — to see the comical jumphe^Avc, alip-hting half upright, roaring 
with pretended pain, presang his hip. declaring ho had put out his collai 
bone, crying to bisioastet to come and cure il, receiving a luck, springing 
np end making a somerset ; thanLing his master kindly far making him 
nell ; ^et, the moment his back was turned, mDckine liiro with wry faces j 
aaswertng the doctor, whom I should have thought ektremely witty, if 
Andrew bat] not been there, with jokes so opposita and whinKical aciteier 
biled to produce loars of laughter. All this was lo ma assuredly " the fcaiC 
of reason and the flow of sgul <" As it was tho Hrtit srene of (he kind I 
had ever witnessed, so it was the most eilatii^. I tiiiiik it tiy no means 
improbable, that an ardent lave of the drainalic art look root in my mieJ 
from the accideoU of thai day." 

Mr. Holcroft llicn describes Iirs journey to Coventry, 

speaks of LaJy GoJiva, Peeping Tom, i!tc. In speakingof 
lib father, he says : — 

\p been breil to an employment for which he was very ill filled. 



very ill fil6 
prniiensities, the lial'il tl 
became most rooted in, and most fatal lo my father, was a fickleness of 
dispoHtion. a thorough persuasion, after he had tried one means of pro- 
viding for himself and fjmily for a certain thne, that he had discovered 
afiother far more prohtalile and secure. Sieadiaessof pursuit was a vTrluv 
at which ho could never anive : and 1 believe few men in the kiri^itom hail 
in the course of their lives Lieen the bucLster-i of so many small wares ; or 
more enterpitsing dealers in articles of a halfpenny value. 

" Dilfereat circumstances havelijed in my mind the recollection of many 
of ihs towns to which we went, and a variety of the articles of my father * 
traffic, but in all probability not a tenth part of alher. I at iJiis momeM 
remember in patliculsr, a market-day at Macclesfield in Cheshire ; not m 
much from wliat we sohl. tluugh I believe it was some soit of woodet)- 
warc, of which trenchers and spoons were in those days staple arlieles, as 
from a person that cauglil my attention tliere. 'I'hia wa< a moni rolmat 
anil bmsierous woman, more than middle-age<l, with a very viuhte Irt^nt, 
and a deep base voice. I was never weary of listening to, lookinji; al her. 
and watching a]] slie said or did, I could scarcely Ihiuk it possihic there 

" 1 should mendon that to carry on these itinerant trades, niy father h/id 
begun by purchasing an ass, and bought more as he could ; now^ndtlim 
increa^ng Lis store by the addition of a ragged poney, or a worn-out 
weather-beaten Hozinante. la autumn he turned his atlentioo to fiuit, and 
conveyed apples and pears in hampers from villages to matkei-lowos ; 
among the laller of which 1 lemeiiiher. were Tamwortb, Nenark-upoo- 
Tieol, and tliockley. The bad nourishment I met with, the cold and 
wretched manner in which 1 was clothed, and the excessive weaiiness [ 
endured in Eollotving these animals day atler day, and being obligeil la 
drive cieatuces still more weary than myself, were miseries niucli loo great, 
and loaded my litlle heart with sorrows far too pungent ever to lie forgotten. 
]iye roads and high roads were alike lo be iravcrsvd, but the foimtt fai 
the olieoesi. for they wore then alm'ist innumcral'lc, and the stale of llieni 
in winter would scarcely at present lie believed.'" 
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" BIy FilhcT became lij innK. a collsrlor m] vender of ragi, a 
ware-mjQ, a dealer in backlei, buttoos, and pewler^poons ;id tthortr 4 
traffirker in whateier coal'l bring gain. Uul Ihere was one thin^ whicli 
liiel he alicaticn longer Ibin any olher, and wbich therefore, 1 mppcatt 
lie faaail Ilie mmt iumlire ; wbich wat, to fetch pottery from tha Dei'h' 
tnuHiood oF Stone, in SuAirdthire. ud lo bawk il Ihronjh all tbe Nonh 
of En^and. OF all olher trarelliag, lliit wit ihe moil conCinaal, the 
oioitievere, andllie mort intolerable. Uerbphire, Ubesbire, Leicesteishire, 
NotiiDjbaimhire, Witwkkshtre, the lowni aad eitie* of Itiiminehim, 
AVsIhII, WoliethamplOD, Coventry, Ueiby, Bnnon-npon-Trent, Ijtch. 
field. I'amfronb. Fealbecdtone. Nnoeaton, Laiiemorth, Ashby-^-U- 
Zourh, nay, u far Dp at Warwick, Stiatibrd -upon- Avon, Darentry, 
Nortbaaipton, Ne»pon-Pa^eII, BiDbnrj, [1 well rememberits delicioDS 
caiei(] and on ibeeast, Stamford in Lincoliishire, Graalhain, and ia abort 
every place within posaible reach, or where pallery might be sold, received 
visit! from my father, Ihe asjea, and poor me." 

Subsequently to these rambling be passed through ianu- 
merable difficulties at Cannock Healh and Rugely, ia draw- 
itig from the pits, and disposing ofcoaU in &uch masses that 
three of tliem were generally an ass load, and any one of 
which was usaally beyond his strength. From Staffordshire his 
father and he removed to and traversed Cheshire and Not- 
tinghamshire. Soon after from Noiiiiigham our hero went 
lo Newmarket, and in succession became a stable boj, a 
trainer of racehorses, a jockey, an ardent lover of the turf, 
and even a partaker in its sports. It is probable that owing to 
these circumstances that in after life he succeeded to sucb ad- 
miration in writing that first rate Comedy" The Road to 
Ru.n." 

Mr. Holcroft's biographer thus commences his first chap- 
ter :— 

"At the expiration of his year, Mr. Holcroft left John 
Watson and bis associates at Newmarket ; and returned, as 
he had intended, to his father, who then kept a cobler'a stall 
ia South Aud ley-street.' He was at this time near sixteen. 
He continued lo work in the stall with his father, till the 
latter could afford to pay a journey-man shoe-maker, to 
instruct him in tbe business of making shoes, which ia time 
he learned so well, as to obtain the best wages." 

I take my leave of Mr. Holcroft at an age neatly corres- 
ponding with my own, and closing the two first stages of my 
Reminiscences, "Mv Own Times," or " Seven Years 
IN LoKDOs," (from 1785 to 1792,) is preparing for publica- 



" " A curiout coincidence here occurs both with regard lo the professioD 
and poaition of Mr. llotciaFt, which is as follows.— ^The cau«lic and 
uccealriu Philip Thicknessc, in order lo wound ihe feelings of his son, 
to ilia laue, liad itujcrlbeil on a coblcr's bulk opposite Id Lis residence, 
" Philip Tliicknesae, Coblcr, and t'aihcr lo Lord Audit; ovei the way. ' 
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PROSPECTUS. 

Thb Author of " Fifty Years Recollections of an Old Bookseller/' lia?- 
ing Published the first part of his Book without an Aovertisembnt or 
Prospectus (except himselt as walking oneffi) relied upon the kind indul- 
gence and liberal patronage, which he had al all times received from the 
Inhabitants' of Cork ; and which on this peculisff occasion, has exceeded 
hit most sanguine hopes and expectation ; being fully aware of the disad-* 
vantages under which he laboured in ushering into the World, with his 
feeble efibrts,' the' first and most uninteresting portion of his Work. 

It commenced at the year of his biith 1770, arrived only to' his 15th 
year, 1785, and was merely Retrospective of casual events, and introduc- 
tory to the more important ones' of " Fiprv Years Rbcollections" which 
he proposes to lay before hb Friends and the Public." 

tie is still compelled to solicit the indulgence of the Public, in avail- 
' ing himself of the latitude which lie allowed himself in his title page, of 
an Unlimited Retrospect, for the purpose of bringing in the chain of Lite- 
rary Anecdotes of his" Own Timbs." He has therefore brought withia 
he limits of One Hundred Pages ; A Retrospection of 350 years. 

This Retrospect commences with the Origin of Printing in 1475, with 
accounts of some of the Antient Printers, and Portraits of them, the titles of 
the earliest Printed Books, and their value ; the origin, titles, and dates of 
the first Newspapers, as they were issued in succession, in England, France, 
SpaiUf Germany, Italy, Poland, Sweden, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales ; 
with curious Anecdotes of some of them, from 1588, to the commencement 
of the Eighteenth Century, and their rise aud progress to 1786, from 
which period they will again l>e noticed, and brought' down to 1835. The 
History and Origin of Pamphlets, Reviews, Magazines, and Periodical 
Essays, are also given, and will be continued from the Harleian MSS. and 
various other authentic documents. 

Of Type Founding, and Founders ; of Stereotype Printing ; of Engra. 
Ting upon Stone, Copper, Steel and W ood ; of Lithography and Zmco- 
graphy, an account will be given of their origin, with a variety of objects 
connected with Literature and the Fine Arts. 

In conclusion — the Author hopes that he vrill be pardoned for indulging 
in a small portion of vanity, in saying that it is gratifying to him to state 
that he has amid anxieties, and many avocations— Written, Compiled, 
Printed, and completed within One Calendar Month, this portion of his 
labours in his Cottage ; that the Lithographic Portraits have been executed 
by his Son, and that the Fac simile Wood Cuts have been Engraved by 
bis Grandson, under the same roof; circumstances perhaps reaching 
almost to the summit of his ambition ! 
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yia commencine^ my Ee^mi^ucekces, or RccorxEcr 
^r^ilednifselfof theUtitude oraii unlimited Reihosp 
f am glad thai I did so, it will permit me to glance at ratt-' a 
dom, at the Literature pf the 17th 18th A; 19th centuries,'' I 
nUhout tiring my readers. — Afen and 5oo^ are my objects;' 
1 shall bring them together from a remote, to a recent peiiocl,' 
as concisely as the links of the chain will admit. 

In taking a review of events from my birth in 1770, I, ^ 
proposed to divide my life tnto Seven Stages, making thS 
first fifteen years (the most uninteresting,) a doubleone ; t \ 
therefore travelled to the year 1785. 

In noticing particular events, tlie births and deaths of emi- , 
neat writers, biographical sketches, Src. as Chronology 
may be said to be one of the eyes of history, 1 arranged 
them in that order, and aa men are not born, and do netf 
depart A!p)uiljelicaUij, I inserted tliem in the same way; 
still as 1 found this mode, and that of writing in the third 
son, dry and tedious, ! shall avoid both in future. 

When I coBimenced oiy book, I had not perused th« 
" Life and Errors of John DuDton," who, in tlie 17th Cen- 
tury divided his life into sevea stages, in which «a m%aj 
curiouB coinuideoces occur, that I shall frequently advert !• 
them. 

At the eni of each Uage, he ^rss " An idea pf a peiK 
life, or the manner in whidi he nould apeak, and think, awl 
act, might he live over again" — >Iiut a« Youy», termed di9 
gloomy poet, (from the stiaios ia.ltid Night Tiioa^it»») 
observes, 

"^lan resolves, and re-resolves and dies the same." 

Why qpeak of ¥ui.-j(o as a gloomy poet, the srcat Ed- 
fuuud Burke, (the gift to Ireland of a Ceatory) aqcp 
exclaimed, 

■■ JUVE pFiBdl tU leise oIJ Uoku SDOg. 
Bat GOD hiuMlf isiputd Vocxc"! 

tbodi Voonf dc Barke wereenthaiiastsiB th^rwar. 
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t faftre many iaduoements for noticing Dunlon, and hir 
times, be a.ppeara to liave been amongst the ripett of the 
publishers of JVewspapem, Reeieiea of BooJca, and other 
Periodicals — His" News from all Nations," andhi8"Athe- 
niaa Oracle," established his fame. I once met a copy of 
his Rec'teiB — (now extremely scarce and valuable) with a Pf 
destrioTt Bookseller at Clonmell, in Ireland, while un- 
strapping his Collection, a Copy of Dunton's Heview pre- 
sented itsetr, which was immediately seized by a highly 
respectable Quaker, or Friend, wlio instantly paid six 
shillings for it. I regretted not being the purchaser — 
however, this g;entleman invited me to breakfast the follow- 
ing mornmg, and kindly lent me the Book. 

Dunton gives a good account of the periodicals and their 
contributors; Nichols continued to notice the principal oae» 
for more than a century afterwards. As Anecdotes tespectingj 
the rise and fall of tlte periodical press will form a feature in 
tlua Work, I claim the indulgence of my readers as I jour- 
ney onwards. 

- Dunton 's biogrnplier remarks, that " a brief Analysis of llic 
Life of this ingenious, but eccentric bookseller, whose latter 
jears were strongly tinctured with insanity, will give the rea- 
der an idea of the undisguised and desultory narrative 
which he has given of himself and his numerous friends and 
•ontemporaries ; amongst whom will be found nearly all the 
Printers, Engravers, Booksellers, Stationers and Binders, 
of tliat period."— for these we must refer to the work itself, 
smd to the venerable John Nichols, his biographer, a very 
luperior man, of whom I Iiave given a portrait, and whos* 
literary labours in Arkecdotes and Ill^trations of the Litera- 
ture of the 18lh Century, exceed those of any other man of 
his time. 

John Santon vras a most volumifious Writer, as he seerns 
to have had his pen always ready, and never to have been 
at a loss for a subject to exercise it upon : but though h* 
generally put his mime to what he wrote, it would be a 
difficult task to get together a complete collection of UU 
various publicaiions. As containing notices of many per- 
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sens and thing! not to be found elaewTiere, they certainly 
have Uieir use; and his accounts, it must be acknowledged, 
are often interesting. 

Still it is remarked that " this dipper into a thousand 
Books formed leu thousand Projects ; sin hundred of whieli 
he appears to have thought lie had completely methodized. 
His mind seemed to be like some tables, where the victuals 
b^ve been ill-sorted and worse dressed." 

As a wholesale Writer, Compiler, and Dealer — Dunton 
nay^be compared to Peier Vander, (an eminent Bookseller, 
of his own day) at Leyden, and a laborious publisher of 
Voyages, Travels, and Geographical collectiops, in the 
Outch and French Languages.' — What will the reader think 
•f his Galler'ie due Monde, in Sixty-six Volumes folio ? ! ! ! 

^hen nearly 15, to suit the peculiarity of his genius. Pun- 
ton was apprenticed to Mr. Thomas Parkhurst, arespectabls 
Bookseller.'' 

In 1684, when his apprenticeship was nearly expired, 
young Sunton made himself conspicuous, in a political dis- 
pute between the Tories and the Whigs. Being a prime mover. 
on the part of the Whig apprentices, and selected for their 
Treasurer, the Tories to the number of 5000, presented an 
Address to the King against the petitioning for rarliameols. 
The dissenting party made their remonstrances to the former 
in a Counter Address which they presented to Sir Patience 
Ward, then Lord Mayor ofLondon, who promised he would 
acquaint the King with their Address; and then ordered 
them to return home, and mind the business of their respecr 
live Masters." 

" By Dunton's own statement, his conduct during the 
seven j'ears was not very regular; and at the expiration «!' 
the term, no less than 100 Apprentices were invited to Cele- 
brate the Faneral." 

Dunton soon become successful in business, his reputa- 
tion grew with his circumstances ; and August 3rd 1682, he 
married Elizabeth, one of the daughters of Dr. SamueL 
Annessley, who at that time was a celebrated preacher 
auonz the Disti 
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^ ta distant & period as a cenlurj tiibicqttent to L 

Matrimonial Connection with Miss Annesley, I shall bereat- 
ter relate an Anecdote of Duaton with a curious coinci- 
dence in the life of a person related to the Annesley and 
I "Wesley faailieB; and of my participation in a romantic 
I . sdventure, whicii I shall detail in its proper place. 

'He now opened ashopatlhe Black Raven, at the comet 
I of Princes Street, near the Royal Exchange ; and published 
\ in 1685, Kfagigots; or Poems on several subjects never 
[ fcefore handled by a Scholar."; "XhXs Wor|( is here par- 
I ticularly noticed as a production, (at the age of 19) of Mr. 
1 &i'nu?' tt'esley who by marrying a daughter* of Dr. 
I Junesley, became the brother-in-law of Duntori, and was 
connected with him in several of Iiis speculations in trade ; 
'■ though they afterwards parted with irreconcilable hatred. "f 
1 " The general business of punton, was carried on very 
I prosperously, till the universal damp upon Trade, which was 
, occasioned by the defeat of the Duke of Monmcfuth in the 
' I^Pest; when having 500Z. owing him in New England 
I he determined, after much deliberation, to make a Ifip tlii- 
tter; and, after a long and tedious Voyage of four months,' 
Uid the loss of a Venture of 500/. in another ship, which 



" 1 oare prlnl«d a Book, I retnGRiber, nnHcr the lille of ' MageoUi ' 
it was Brillea bj a lliff>itars of the Chnrch nf KngtaDd.'"— tht 
(lepieO! to tlie Volame le art aonnyinoiu Portrnil oF llie Anti-n ; Ihk 
ire of a man Hriling al a table, a Blagj^ot on hit Forelieii), an^ 
^Ipl'IacDBalh are thefe Imes:— 
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Which iDskeB bim mike so sad a fa 
, JIb'J beg your Worship, or your Gi 
' llnaight, unieeo, tO lay it. 

■ " Who i« caid <a haiD b«en a woraaa of extr^DrJiaiH']' abiUtin. Dei 
' letters to bei (.'hildrcn bear the raaike of eublime piety aud great lenK; 
pdttic'uljriy one to her eldest Son mi the prinHplM sf aarural religitn, 
;Nbitli wa« for same lime in tbe posKeasiuD of I)r. Piietlly, with maoy 
others etiually stnaible and curious. By lhi» eitelient woman TUt. 
Bin vel Wesley had ane flaughttr. Mebelabel Wriglit, AutharcH afrfte- 
■13^ ii>KentDUs PoeniE ; and three Sone, Samuel, Head-mailer of f iverlen 
BtboW, and John anil ChaiTcE; the two celebiialed' FounJpM of tti«' 
IlKlerB net of Methodiali. "Literary Anecdotes," vol. V. p. 212247,, 
■, t Dunton, iiowever, says " I eonld not be tery nm^llif on the eh«- 
rarler of thin Corifoniiing DiBMiiler : but except he fnrthii>r provdfcM iM ; 
J hid him faicwoll, till we meet in Heaven; iqjtihff* 1 hop«i ' "' 
Ijnew out fiitndjliip, for 1 Lclieie £am Wesli 




. ( 105 ) 
WHkj, lid XTrired iats 3t Soitofi in f ebraary 16^5-11) 
and opened a warehouse for 6be tale of the Booki nhicli hi 
had taken thitfier." 

Carrying nitli him powerful recommendationg, and hit^ 
Books lieing of a class adapted to the Puritan?, the succei) 
was equal to bis wishes. 

On IJit day the Priflce of Orange caifte to London h* 
tgaiit opened a shop, at the Btsck Haven, opposite th* 
Ponhry, Compter, where he traded ten years, with a vfiriet^ 
of success and disapffoinlments. 

"Of 600 Books which he had printed, lie had only to 
repent," he says, "of Seveiii. He made great exchanges.* 
In 1693, "having beert put in possession of a eonsidera-' 
ble estate upon the decease of a Cousin, the Master and 
Assistants of the Company of Stationers began to think hint 
Sufficiertt to wear a Livery, and fionoured him with ttis 
Cfoathing; and the year foUowing, Mr. Harris (his ol4 
Friend and Partner), artd about fifty more of the ^iyerj 
Sniered into a Friendly Society, and obliged them»elv(| 
to pay 20s. Einnudlly for a handsome Dinner. 

" The first year I wore the Livery," he adds, " Sir William 
Ashhurst being then Lord Mayor, I was invited by our Mas- 
ter and VVardens to dine with his Lordship. We wont in % 
body from the Poultry Churcli to Grocers Hall ; where the 
tatertainment was very geperous, and a noble Spoon he sent 
to our fflces. 

" The world now smiled oa ir.e t. I sailed with wind ani^ 
tide; and had humble servants among the Bpoksellersi. 
Stationers, Printers, and Binders ; but especially my own 
Relations, on every side, who were all upon the very height of 
love and tenderness, and I was caicssed almost out of my 
five senses. 
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One of tlie most ingienious (and, perhaps, tlic most useful) 
•C his various Projects was, "The Athenian Gazette," af- 
lerwards called " The Athenian Merpury/' commenced 
March 17, 1C89-90, and continued till Februarys, 1695-6. 
■file plan of this Work originated in his own prolific brain; 
iKit hi a short time he entered into a sort of partnership in 
Republication, with his brother-in-law Samuel Wesley, and 
Wr. Richard Sault, and was occasionally assisted by Dr. 
Korns> The Work was also countenanced by several of tli& 
Ipoat eminent writers of the age ; and was honoured in pw-r 
A:ular with a commendatory poem by Swift. 1 
, la 1697 Dunton lost his wife, whose death he bitterly 
ftimented ; though in the same year he consoled himself bj: 
Kiother marriage with Sarah, daughter of Mr3. Nicholas, 
^ St. Aibaa's. With this lady he does not c^ppear to have 
fdded much to his comforU or his fortune. He left her, 
foon atler the marriage, on an expedition to Dnblin with a 
^ge cargo of Books. These were carried to a good market, 
^niigh he became involved in a ridiculous dispute, which he 
|fterwards detailed at large in " The DubHn Scuffie ; « 
Challenge sent by Joha Dunton, Citizen of London, tn 
Fatriclf Campbell, Bookseller in Dublin ; together with the 
atnall Skirmishes of Bills and Advertisements. To which is 
added, some Account of his Conversation in Ireland, inter- 
■lixed with particular Characters of the moat eminent par- 
ens he conversed with in that Kingdom ; but m.ore especiullr 
■I the City of Dublin : lfi99." 

Dunton possessed a quaint Style and Eccentric manner 
|if describing his tliougand friends, and acquaintance. I se- 
lect a Tlw as specimens : 

Tom liroien is a good Scholar, and knows to translate 
cTther the Latin or the French incomparably well. He is 
ensiched with a noble genius, and understands our own 
Tongue as well, if not better, than any man ot the age. The 
f^ Poems" he i(.as written are very beautiful and fiae, but the 

X Tliis «u ona of tlic earUut poeiital productions of iIhI Doan. Br, 
J(blui«on jajt, " 1 have lietn told thai Dijrdsn lisviiigptrumd lliest v«rt»>, 
■uid, ' Cousin Snilt. you will nrvir be a Pott ;' aod lliat ihii den uncial is* 
•as the mulive of Swift'i p^rpilual nialFvolenct lo Drjdtn," S»t iKi 
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urg;ency of Iiis circumstance* will not allow him time enou«^ ' I 
to lay out his talent that way. After all, I cannot but sa^ I 
that his Morals are wretchedly out of order ; and it is extreme - 
pity tjiat a rrnxn of 9o flne parts, And so well accomplishcA* 
eVery other way, should spend Ids time upon a few romantiei 
Letters, that seem purely designed to debauch the Age, asAi 
(Jverthrow the foundations of Religion and Virtue. t 

Mr. H'Urfe^j has tut a low genius, arid yet some of Sat , 
I'arces would make a body laugh. He has written consider* 
ably ilk his time, and tliere are few Authors that have beeaf ' 
e diverting. Yes, D'Urfey, 



\ 
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Tlian cans! pl^v, ihou canst nn{>, 
To a Mayor, or a King, 

Tlio' lliy luck on ihe Stage U so icUrvj ; 
Such s Beau, such i Faco, 
■Such R Voice to dL'grace, 

Sueh a Mieo—'t 13 (ha De'il, Mr. D'Uifey. 



. Daniel I>e Foe is a man of good parts, and very clew 
sense. His conversation is ingenious and brisk enough. Tlitf 
world is well satisfied that he is enterprising and bold; but,' 
a'las ! had his prudence only weighed a few grains more, he 
Would" certainly have wrote his " Shortest ifwy" a little j 
snore at length. 

There have been some men in all ages, who have lalse*'^ 
liat of Juvenal for tlieir motto : 

^^ " AuJe iliiiuid breiibus Cyarid, et Caioi^rc iligaum, 



Ilad he written ho more than liis " True-born Englislt- 
raan," and spared some particular Characters that are to« 
ticious for the very Originals, he Lad certainly deserved' 
applause ; but it is hard to leave off when not only the itck' 
ftud inclination, but the necessity of writing, lies so heavy' 1 
upon a man. Should 1 defend his good nature and his hon--_ 
esty, and the world would not believe me, it would be faboiii-' 
in vain. Mr. De Foe wrote fur me the " Character of Djr, 
Annesley, and a " Pindaric in honour of the Athenian 80C1-' 
ffty," which was prefixed to the History of it. And he niiglit 
have asked me the question, before he had inserted eilhex -oT 



( Itt? ) 

tliem in tli« Collectioa of Uii worj^, to regaiid he i 
bitterly against the ame injustice in otheiy.* 

Mr. frailer a not only a f'iliaiit, but be is known to b< 
•o. He has tomething peculiar >a his face, tbat distioguishe* 
him from the rest of mankind. Moweyer, he has been such 
a mtjalery qfiniquitg, that the world had much ado to un- 
riddle him. His looks are so hoaesl asd iBuoceat, that jou 
would think it waa impossible that any mrscljief sboiild be 
lodged in hjj hesrt. He has told the World, in the " History 
of his Life," that Mr. Baldwin and I did improve bis " Nar- 
raiise of the aham Prince of Wales," on purpose to make it 
sell ; which is the most formal lie 1 have met with , in reirard 
the Copi/ was printed off before we saw it. In the same 
" History of his life," he pretends to make public eBeru ro- 
guery he committed ; but says nothing of his carryipg Mr. 
Hayhurst and myself to Canterbury, and several other places, 
in quest of some " State Letters" which were never in being, 
and -of the great sum he is yet indebted to usiipon that ac- 
count; so that, if his penitence and kis cori/egsion be in the 
same condition, ihey neither of them signify a farthing, 

Mr. Ames, originally a coat-seller ; but had always some 
yarametings upon hira after learning and the Muses. He 
has almost written as many pretty little pleasant Poenns as 
Taylor the Water Poet. You might engage Jiim upon what 
Project you pleased, if you wopld but conceal him, for hi» 
principlei did never resist in such cases. I printed a Poem 
for him, underlhe title of "The Double Descent," At tliat 
time the French talked big, of invading England ; and we 
were making ready for a Descent upon their coasts. Wine 
and Women were the great bane of his life and happiness. 
He died in an hospital : but I hope he was truly penitent ; 
for a little before his decease, he said to me, with a great deal 
of concern •' Ah, Mr. Dunton ! with what another face does 
the world appear, now I have Death in view, !" 

■ Tlie farooin Daniel De Foe, author of fi«/>ifi.aM CrHtu, and mii^ 
atherdiatiiiguUhed Writing!, died an llie 9ih a\ April 17^1— Hspvifectrj 
undsntaod hnman noturs, and how to tauc:Ii the pawinn^ oF hii csutijmMi 
being one of tba beii.Eflglish Wiileis, eowideriiig h< hail leccivail snciia 
suBumicribrd Educ^iisn. Boile. 
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."Tl)« Aliienian O.izette" made now rucU a noise in tlia 
world, and was so universally received, tiiat we were obliged 
to look out after some members ; and Mr. Sault, 1 remember 
one evening came to me in great transport, and told me, "he 
Lad been in company with a Gentleman who was the greatest 
prodigy of Learning iie liad ever met with." Upon enquiry, 
we found it was the ingenious Dr. Norris, who very gene- ' 
rously offered his assistance ffratia, but refused to become a- 
stated Member of .4/ltens. He was wonderfully useful in 
supplying hints; for, being universally read, and his memory > 
very strong, there was nothing could be asked, but lie could 
very easily say something to the purpose upon it. 

In a little time after, to oblige Aulhorili/, we altered the ' 
title of " Athenian Gazette" into " Athenian Mercury" and 
it was subsequently changed into the name of " The Atbe- 
nian Oracle." 

A little after this, was published " The new Athenian 
Comedy; containing the Politicks, /Economicks, Tacticks, 
Crypticks, Apocalypticks, Styplicks, Scepticks, Pneuma- 
tieks, Tlieologicks, Poelicks, Maihematicka, Sophisticks, 
Pragmaticks, Dogmaticbs, of our most learned society." 
This Play was a poor performance, written, however, on 
purpose to expnse us, but failed so far in the design of it, that 
it promoted ours," 

From the days of Dryden, Pope and Swift, down to those 
of Nichols, Lord Byron, and others ; the most eminent Pook- 
Mllers have frequently been honored with effectiee notice, — 
Utd Dunton in the double capacity of Author and BookKl- 
l«r, has enumerated auch a vast number of the latter frater-' 
ait«r, in a manner so peculiar to himself, that I am induced 
tO'Mlect the following specimens, hoping, with the aid of Mr. 
IIm^Is, and 50 years of my own observations, to present a 
iBrtely of Entertaining Subjects, connected with tliGfn, and 
«■ assimilated with Authors, and the Periodical Press. 

"Mr. Thomas Guy, in Lombard-street. He makes an 
artittent figure in the Company of Stationers, having been 
Chfisen Sheriff of London, and paid the Fine; and is now « 
Member of Parliament for Tamworth. 11-.- entertains a very 
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siiieere reapect for EngUsli Liberty. He is a man of sfTOBf 
reason, and can talk very much to the purpose upon anj 
subject you will propose. He is truly cliacitable, of whic^^ 
bii Almsliouscs for the poor are standing testimonies. * .^H 

Mr. Mickard CAismelf, who well deserves the title h| 
' Metfopolitaa BookHellerofEnglanJ,' if not of all the World. 
Bis Name at the bottom of a Title-page does sufficiently 
recommend the Book, He has not been known to print 
cither a bad Book, or on bad Paper. He is admirably well 
qualified for his business, and knows how to value a Copy 
according to its worth : witness the purchase ho has made 
of "Archbishop Tillotson's Octavo Sermons." 

Mr. Samuel Manahip Is Mr. Norris's Bookseller; and lo 
long as he can turn M«taphy»ck3 into Money, he is like to 
\ be continued. 

L Mr. N'lilluiniel Crouch. I think I have given you the 

«ry soul of his Character, when I hare told yuu thai his 

talent lies in Collection. He has melted dovfn tlie best of 

\ our English Histories into Twelve-penny Books, which are 

[ filled witli Wonders, Rarities, and Curiosities ; for you must 

Llinow his Title-pages are a little swelling. {Frond nulla 

' fides.) I have a hearty friendship far him; but he has got 

a. habit of leering under liis hat and once made it a great 

|mrt of his business tu bring down the reputation of 'Second 



Mr. Samael Smith, Bookseller to tlie Royal Society, deals 
very much in Books of a Foreign growth, and speaks French 
xnd Latin with a great deal of fluency and ease. His Shop 

I is very beautiful, and welt furnished. He was one of those 
I invited to the Funeral of my Apprenticeship. His Parti 
Senjamia Tf^alford, is a very ingenious man, and ki 

1 books extraordinary well. 



Thomas Guy F.3q. formerW a great Boolcseller, md Mcmlier fcr 
I Ttmworlh, died December 27, 1724, aged 80. He beituealhed 200,000£, 
lo bh hoBpilal Tor Incurables, built by himseir, and nearly finished dnring; 

lis life time; lie left many oibai chitities, and 100£ a * " '" "* 

Klatiaos. 
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Mr. THat, if Tri/n Tram have any trulh in it, is an H 

'bonest and ingenious bookseller; but indeed it is character 
enougli for him, that he was Mr. Robinson's Appreiitice. — 
He prints Mr. Dorrington'g Books. However a Bookselbi- 
is not always accountable for the Errors and Bigotry of hi* ^H 

Authors. ^1 

Mr. RlcJiard Parker. His body is in good ease ; las ^| 

race red and plump; his eyes brisk and sparkling; of an 
humble look and behaviour; naturally witty; and fortunate 
jn all he prints, and is universally known and beloved by the 
Merchants that frequent the Hoyal Exchange. 

Mr, John Salusbury was a desperate Hypergorgonic 
■Welshman. Ue would dress as it were in print, only to ■ 

have the Ladies say, "Look what a delicate shape and foot 
that- gentleman has!" He was a silly, empty, morose fellow. 
Pie had as much conceit, and as little reason for it, as any 
man that I ever knew. He was the first that printed "The 
Flying Dutch Post," and (to grief of his Author) did often 
fill it with, stolen Copies. He went to law with the 
Company of Stationers (to keep himself from the Livery); 
would hector the best man of the Trade; but now lies as 
hush and quiet as a body would wish, in ihe New Burying- 
place. 

Mr. Giltiftowcr. Buth his eyes were never at once 
from home; for one kept house, and observed the actions of 
men, while the other roamed abroad for intelligence. He 
loved his Bottle and his Friend with an equal affection. He 
■was very tetchy upon some occasions : yet thriving- was part 
of his character. Ha printed " L'Estrangu's jEsop," "Lord 
Halifax's Advice to his Daughter," and many excellent 
Copies. 

Mr. Senjamin AUop, He was a first-rate Bookselleii 
for some years. But see the rambling fate of some men; 
foe Ben being a wild sort of a Spark, he lell; iiis shop to get 
a commission in Monmouth's Army; and as Ben told me 
in Holland, had the Duke succeeded, he had been made 
Karl, or a Baron at least; i. e. If the sky had fell, lie had 
«Uclied a lark." 1 succeeded Cuptain A'aop, in hij shop 
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: and )m<l lived tliere to tlits f eTy hour, tid, 
n noise and Iiiirry. 
Lombard- street. Such a Pirate, iucli 1 
« never before. Copies, Books, Men, Shoja, 
;■ lie lield no propriety, right or wrong, good Ot 
^d, till at last he began to be known ; and. the BookseUen', 
^ot enduring so bad a man among tliem, to disgrac e themi 
past him out, and off he marched for Ireland, where tie 
^ted as felunioux-Lee, as he did in London. And as Lei 
lived a thief, bo he died a liypecrile ; for being asked on 
his death-bed, if he would forgive Mr. C (that had for- 
merly wronged him), "Yes," said Lee, ''if I die, I forgive 
nim; but if 1 happen to live, I am resolved to be revenged 
Cn him. 

Mr. Hodgson. He "calls a spade a spatle;" and is ^ 
just in his dealings, that I verily think (were it not discre- 
tion) he would never think a tliought whereof he would 
avoid a witness. His Word is his Parchment, and his Yea 
his Oath, which he will'not violate for fear or gain. Jle has 
good Success in his Trade ; and, having au honest design 
in every thing he does, dares publish that to the Wprld 
■which others would keep as a secret. 

. Mr. Tonson. He was Bookseller to the famous Drjdcn; 
I ^nd is himself a very good judge of Persons and Authors; 
F^*nd as there is nobody more competently qualified to give 
"their opinion of another, so there is notie who does it wift 
, or with less partialily; for, todo 
r JWr. Tonson juslice, he speaks his mind upon all occasions. 
■ und will flatter nobody. 

. Benjamin Harris, in Gracechurch-street. {lehaj; 
' been a brisk asscrter a! ^n^lish Liberties, and onoe printed 
I H Book with that very Title. He sold a " Protestant felir 
F*iion" in King Charles Heign for which tliey fined him five 
[Jrendred pounds, and set him once in the Pillory : but his 
" Wife (like akindKib) stood by hira, to defend her Husband 
t fcgainst the Mob.— After this (having a deal of mercury in 
his natural temper) he iravelled to New-England, v 
followed Bookselling, and then Ccflee-sdling, and 1 
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Printing, tut continued Ben Harris WtH; an^ i« no* tatk' ^1 

Bookseller and Printer in G Fac ecfi u re h- street, as we find by H 

his -'London Post;" so that his conversation is general f 

but never impertinent, and his wit pliable to all iaventioBS. 
But yet his vanity (if he has any) gives no alloy to hie wit, 
and is no moie than might justly spring from conscientious 
virtue; and I do him but justice in this part of his cha- 
racter, for, in once travailing with him from Bury fair, I 
found him to be the most ingenious and innocent companion 
that I had ever met with. 

Mr. Jvaaplon, He is a very accomplished person ; not 
that tliin sort of animal that flutters from Tavern to Play- 
house, and back again ; all his life made up with wig and 
cravat, without one dram of thought in his composition; — 
but a person made up with solid worth, brave and generous; 
and shews by his purchasing " Dam pier's Voyages"; he 
knows how to value a good Copy. 

Mr. Burroughs, iu Little-Britain. He is a, very beau- 
tiful person, and his Wit sparkles -as well as his eyes. He 
has much address and as great a presence of mind as I ever 
met with, He is diverting company, and perhaps as lyelt 
qualified to make an A|derman as any Bookseller in Little- . 
Britain. (Little Britain was as great a mart for Bookselling 
in that Day as Paternoster- row, is at the present.) 

Mr. Mount, on Tower-hill. He is not only moderate, 
bjit has a natural antipathy to all excess. He hales hoar- 
ding either Money or Goods; and, bcina a charitable man, . 
Talues nothing but by the use of il, and has a great and ten< . 
der love for trutii. He deals diiefly in Paper and Sea Books, 
and is a hearty friend to the present Government, 

This Gentleman's name has uj pcared in thi» establih- 
oient over a century. 

Mr. Maltkits. He midwifed several Books into the 
World, aye! and that of his own conceiving, as sure as ever 
Young Perkin was his who owped liim ! He made a shew of 
a great trade, by continually sending out large parcels. — 
But all I can say of his industry is, he took a great deal of 
pains lb ruin himself. But though Mr. Maithuj was very 
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vafortuDote, yet I liope hia Widow (our new Puhlkhtr) <rill 
liore all the encouragement the Trade can give her; fur sbe 
i> Dot ooly a Bookseller's Widow but a Bouksellec'a Daugh- 
ter, and herself free from all that prida and arrogance that 
ia fouQd ia the carriage of some Publisher!. 

Mr. Small. He was once a Rising Sun in Trade; but 
Lis Sun is set in a Cloud, and he is now reckoned among 
the unfortunate. He was owner of a great deal of Wit and 
Learning and perhaps, had he not known it, had still been 
as thriving as ever. He was much admired for all his Pro- 
jects (especially that of Dupia) ; and even the first blos- 
Eoms of his youth paid us all that could be expected from a 
ripening manhood ; while he was but an apprentice in Corn- 
hill he could out-wit most other Booksellers and when 
for himself, he 'Could find aooe to surpass him but liimseQ 

" But hen, John Dunlon, is Ihj ikill canGa'cl. 
Thoa caas't aol yaial Mis nobler Soul and Minfl ; 
No pen lh« praiSE he meiib^ can indils; 
Hlnueir, lu represent bimeelf, laoiX write.*' 

Mr. Ballard. He is a young Bookseller in Lillle-BritaS 
but if grown man in liody now, but more in mind. 



Mr. Hubbald, in Duck-lniK. He has been unfortunate,* 
and so is every body one lime or another. If we eye his 
carriage to his rich {Jnclc, we shall find how his courage and 
wisdom carried him with an unwearied course through botk 
Hemispheres of Prosperity and Adversity; compassing'as 1 
may say, the whole Globe of both Fortunes; so that, if 
we look upon Frank Hubbald, we may all learn that MfJ 
Cross is too heavy for a Christian Resolution, nor any ditt 
cnlty too hard for liouesty to conquer. 



■ Mr. Dallard was the \*U of hu fraUrnily tlial rpaiiled in Little Bntvd 

aiiH hii inliniiiled Coiliimi: ^ he liied in tlip ailvanii 
m i;SS, iu thti Mme house in w li i.-l, I.e »;i.s bDiii, 



( ns ) 

T iliall »«t ciawclerl/e my honest Friend Mr. Joint 
JIarrit, which is an epithel t,a (leserredly due to his merooTj, 
that I do not think there is 3 Boukseller in London but what 
will own him a just Man os they e*er knew. His little body* 
(as Cowley calls it) was a sort of Cupid's boiv; but what 
Nature denied him in bulk and straighlness, she gave hmi irt 
wit and vigour 

" Ofdl hanMl Booknllen i it ^on'd have th* Diarrowr 
Repair la King Jobn, &l the sign of the hairow." 

Mr. Bernard Lintott. He lately published " A Collec- 
tion of Tragic TaJes, &c."" by which I perceive he is angry 
with the World, and scorns it into the Bargain : and I can- 
not blame him ; for D'Urfey (his AuUior) both treats and 
esteems it as it deseri-es — too hard a task Tor those whom it 
flatters, or perhaps for Bernard himself, should the World 
ever change its humoar, and grin upon him. However, to 
do Mr. Lintott justice, he is a man of very good principles ; 
and, I dare engage, will never want an Author ot Sol-fa to 
long as the Play-house will encourage his Comedies. 

Mr. Samuel Suckle^. He was originally a Bookseller, 
but follows Printing. He is an excellent Linguist, under- 
stands the Latin, French, Dutch, and Italian Tongues, and 
is master of a great deal of Wit. fie prints " The Daily 
Courant," and " Monthly Eegister" fwhich 1 hear, be 
translates out of the Poreign Papers himself). But I shall not 
enlarge in his Character (for I never knew himj ; but wiH 
venture to say, as to his morals, he is an honest man. 

Mr. Raven. He is my brother both by sign and trade. 
and I do him no wrong if I call him the pattern and standard 
of Wit and Loyally. He has the true art of governing him- 
self and family ; and, in a word, my Brother Raven is what- 
ever a sober man and a good Bookseller ought to be. He is 
also a nice Disputant, and can dress his thoughts in very neat 
language. 

■ ThisremiiKlsineor srompliment paid in the Hue JohnEunian etyle. 
by the late great and learaerTDr. Parr, lo Air. Jamea Belcher, an eminrat 
Book^ller. in Biroiipgliam, and formerly i pupil of Df. Parr*. He 
wu very alight in hia body and teg! — Pair ob^rTcd oF him Ihal " He had 
ihebody afi Bvtttrfiv, with the head oi m Kttfkant.V VI. W. 

i I reeollect ia ITS'S, when Itichard WtfUon, lale Bishop of laodalT, 
waihriDgiDgout hit " Theolosical Tracta" in G Volume!, paUiahed by 
my old Mailer t'rani. The Bishop upon introducing a brothec Bithap. ob- 
nerted " If (here ii an baamX lioekMllei iu Londoa— il is nomai 
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nil* 



A Govn and Pea became him noddrou) well, 
His p3.Bt aspect had more of Hesven th«« Hril ; 
< Oalj then *t8 1 haulgomt piiruin bj< 

Towbich halentacDtneiorbiteye. 

, Mr. D — ton. He is happy id a Tery beautiful Wife, ami 
she ID as kind a Husband ; they have lived so happily since 
their Marriage, that, sure enough, the Banns of their Malri- 
mony were asked in Heaven. As Mr- D — ton may value 
himself upon his beaiUiful choice, so 

Tlut bright Soul which Heaven hie giv'n his SpouM 
Make all her charms nilh double lustre thine : 

And therefoie, as the ingenious Hopkins onca said i 
tber case, 

" Make be^uteoQs D— ton with the Itret idrrncc, 
' Charrainj at eutrj step, with eiery giance ; 

Bwwt u her temper paint her htavenlj ftace ; 
I Draw her but like, yon give yoor piece tt grace- 

Blend for her all tlie Tkaulieg e'er ya\i kKw. 
For HI his Venus fam'O Apellea drew. 
Bnt hold— to make her most divinely fait, 
CdosuU herself, you'll find all beauty there," 



Dunton was not deficient in gallantry, witness the co^ 
pliment paid to his wife and also to 

Mrs. EUzahelk Harris. She is the beautiful Relict of 
my worthy Friend Mr. John Jlarris- Her most remark- 
able graces are, Beauty, Wit, and Modesty. So pretty a 
fabric was never framed by an Almighty Architect for a riil- 
gar guest. He shewed the value which he set upon her 
mind, when be look care to have it so nobly and so beauti- 
fully lodged. And to a graceful carriage and deportment of 
body there is joined a pleasant conversation, a most exact 
justice, and a generous friendship ; all whichj^ as myself and 
her She-friend can testify, she possesses in the height of 
their perfection. She printed my " Panegyrick on tha 
XiOrd Jeffreys ;" '"The Great Hialorical Dictionary ;" "The 
Preient Stale of Europe ;" and other Copies that h«T* 
wid veil. 
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Mrs, Tacey Sonle. StiS U bolli a Printer ns well a% \ 
SookBeller and the Daughter of one ; and understands the 
Yrade very well, being a good Compositor* herself. Her 
love and piety to her aged Jifottier areyemBrkabte; even 16 
iliat degree that she teeps herself iinmarried for tliis only 
r^son (as I have been informed) thai it may not be out of 
her power to let her Mother have always the chief command 
in her house. I have known this eminent Quaker for many- 
years; have been generously treated at her house; and 
must do her the justice to say, I believe her a conscientious 
person. If any blame me for being thus charitable, I cannot 
help it; for I cannot think it a piece of Religion fo anathema- 
tize from Christ, ail suth as will not subscribe to all of my 
urticles ; but am conscious to so many Error*, speculative 
and practicable, in myself, that 1 know not how to be severe 
towards others; for, since Christ's Church is not limited to 
any nation or patty (as is owned in "Robert Barclay's 
Apology,"' Sic. whicli Mrs, Sowle once presented to me), 
I do believe sinceriiy and liolihesS will carry iis to Heaven 
with any wind and with any name. At least I have so much 
charity as to think all tliose persons go to Heaven, whether 
ihey be Churchmen, Presbyterians, or Quakers, &c. in 
whom T see so much goodness and virtue as is visible in the 
lift and cotiversatitm of Mrs. Sowle. 

'The celelirated Mrs. (JoDSUutiB UneniDii, Wile of his iMiiJBSt;'^ 
Piiaier, in Uablm, waiaa excKllent Coinprnitor, and a learned W omgm. 
I bere innect her Imes oa Piinnng, which nera TorniBrly diBlribnIed la Ifait 
B(yn1««.frora a Piinting Press, ona moving CsrriaBe, \a l^ie Annual Pro- 
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a Lord Ma^uTs Day, in Uulilin. 



I, and paini enibriHy'd tliui 



I lieaf and dumb, — b'es 



le psrtbrnithe tukol cAm; 
\it (H, — ne hftT, — wh toufft, — ilis \xaA and heart, 
And take, oi give, wliat each IjuI yirldx in parti 
With ihe hard Jans of dlEUncB wa diipense. 



And bid all deeds and ti'lea la«( and live. 
Inicanlylife — mtiiNiri- we tiile. 
View ihefinJ iges, and inform thelatt: 



(my 

" Jfr. liicliard Baldmn. He priuted a great deal, tjut got 
as liltle by it as John Dunton. He bound for me an* 
oihera when lie lived in the Old Bailey ; but, remuving to 
Warwick -tane, Iiis fame for publishing spread so fast, lie 
grew too h'y to handle his amall tools. Mr, Baldwin having 
got acquaintance with Persons of Quality, he was now for 
taking a Sliop in Fleet-street ; but Dick, soaring out of his 
element, had the honour of being a Bookseller but a few 
months. However to do Mr. Baldwin justice, his inclina- 
tions were to oblige all men, and only to neglect himself. 
He was a mau of a generous temper, and would take a ehee) 
ing glass to oblige a Customer. His purse and his b 
were open to all men that he thought were honest ; atwl 
conversation was very Averting. He was a true lover of 
King William ; and, af\er he came on the Livery, always 
voted on the right aide. His Wife, Mrs, A Saldnnn/va a 
literal sense, was an Jie^meet, and eased hin: of all hie^ub- 






JisMng feork ; 
with all the wo 
keeping accon 
tifu! Daughter, 
was very fond. 



she has been a Widow, might vie 
in Europe for accuracy aad Justice in 
: and the same I hear nf her beau- 
i. Marij Baldiein, of whom her Father 
i was, as it were flattered into his grave,™ 
iption ; and now lies buried in Wi 
parish, his native place. 

The preceding, and following characters, appear rat^ 
out of place, but they are such eccentric ones, that I cod 
Hot avoid iaserting them. 

'Mr. Samuel Bourn. He was a man of a gay rambli 
temper, but was very just to those that employed hi 
had his Religion to choose, which was a great grief to hi*' 
jiious Wife. Bourn being seized with a dangerons fever, lie 
made great protestations how good he would be if God would 
please to restore him ; but. 



After hia recovery, he turned Projector, and then Picture 
!■, and then Bake-heli ; and, I hear, came at last to 
iclv end. 



1 



( 119 ) 

"Having given a Character oftlic mosl. emiiiciU Booksel- 
lers in London and Westminister, 1 sliall next (for mclliod 
»ake) proceed to the Auclionecrs; iind_begin will ilie fainous 
"Mr. Edward MilUngtuK. He cor.-.meaced and con- 
tUaued Auctions upon the authority of Herodotus,; who com- 
jnends that way of sile for the disposal of the mo^l exquisite 
.'•ftnd finest Beauties to their -jimorosos, and fuitlier iiirorni& 
ihe World, that the sum so raised was laid out for the 
portions of those to uhoni Nature had been less kind;" go 
^at he will never be foigoitcn wliilt his uame is Nc(7, or he 
^ man of remarkable Elocution, Wit, Sense and Modesty- 
characters so eminently his. iliat he would be known by 
^^ietn among a thousand. Millington (from the time he sold 
j)r. Annesley'a Library) expressed a particular friendship to 
Sne; and was so much concerned at my present misfortunes, 
^at (meeting me one day in Bartholomew- close) he offered 
t<B go to St. Alban's on purpose to make me (as he expressed 
St) happy again in my dear Wife.— To conclude his Cliarac- 
ter: He was originally a Bookseller, which he left off, hcini^ 
better cut out for an Auctioneer. He had a quick wit, and 
9 wonderful fluency of speech. There was usually as much 
^Comedy in his "Once, Twice, Tliriiie," as can be met with 
^ a moderu Play. " Wliere" said Miilington^ "is your 
S generous flame for Learning? Who but a Sot or a Blocli- 
Iiead would have money in his pocket, and starve his brains?" 
Though I suppose ho had a round of jests. Dr. Caac once 
bidding too leisurely for a Book, says Millington, "Is this 
your 'Primitive Christianity '(" allutiing to a Book the honest 
Poctorhad published under tliat title. He died in Cam- 
r bridge, and I hear they bestowed an Elegy on his memory, 
KEtuid design to raise a Monument to his ashes.^' 
^^ " But I will stop here; for it would be tedious and tinccn- 
Bcionable to go through all Cheapside, Paul's Churcli-yard, 
Jjittle Britain and Duck-lane, to describe every Man, Wo-, 
man, and Sucking Cliiid. BciokseBei', Auctioneer, Stitcher, 
Hawker, &c. — ^Tliis in general may suffice for an impartial 
character of that honourable and honest cmp'oynicul, as i,i£ 
T 5WO observations give me io Londoa." 
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Dunton tIi«D takes a compleu rauge among Uie priacipil 
Booksellers throughout England, Irelaad and Seotla»d,-r- 
I shall barel; give a Bpecimen of Aw ktea of two or three 
for nhbm sake. 

Mt. Thomas Jrall, in Bristol. His character resemUei 
tbat of Old Jacob, being a plain, but sincere -hearted Man. 
He i* well accomplished for bis Trade, which is very consi- 
derable. He was fir^t a Goldsmith, but made an exchange 
of that way for this of Bookselling- He is a suie Friend, 
and extremely civil; I have dealt very much with him, and 
for those two years that I kept Bristol Fair, I was treated 
very kindly at liJs house. 

Blr. J^'orman. He \a a middling squat man, that Iotcs 
to live well, and has a Spouse who understands preparing 
good things as well aa the best lady in Ireland. He ba& a 
liole in his nose, occasioned by a brass pit) in his nurse's 
waistcoat, which happened to run in it; and for want of a 
■kilful hapd to dress it, tlie hole remains to this daif, and 
]fCt without disfiguring his face. He (nvited me to his house 
when I made my Auctions in Dubjiti; and when I came, 
gave me a hearty welcome. I found Mr, Norman an excel- 
lent Florist (and he has this peculiar to himself, thiit what- 
ever he has in his Gardctj are of the most excellent of Eti 
t;iudj. He is a very grave, honest, man, understands his 
Trade extraordinary well, and has (he honour to have been 
Waster of tlie Booksellers' Company in Dublin. 

Mr. Ray. l^e is slender in body ; his head ralhcr big 
than little; his face thin, and of a moderate size; a smooth 
tongue, and voice not shrill. Hiscpunteuauoe is ever iutei- 
niixed with Joy and sweetness. He is a courteous maa in 
Ilia Shop; aii^ beino; both Printer and Bookseller, has got a 
Fgood csta^ in a few years. Jle is (he best situated of any 
^lopkscller in Dublin. 

" But I shull leave Mr.Ray, tp ramble to Castle-street, 
^here Eliphal Dolson with his wooden leg startled me with 
the-creaking of it; for \ took it for the Crepitus Ossium^ 
which ( hai'e bea,rd some of our Physicians speak of. Mr. 
ppbsciu is a great risBcatcr, hut his pretence to Religion 
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doei uot make him a Jot jtreciie. H( ralues no man for 
his starched looks or tupercilioua grarity, or for being a 
Cfiufchraan, Presbyterian, Independent, &c. provided he n 
in the main points, wherein all good men are agreed." 

Mr. Knox, Mr. Hendenon, and Mr. Vallenge. I shall 
dispense witli myself as to their Characters; for I could 
never see through a Scotsman \a a little time. 

" 1 might proceed to other Country Booksellers, and give 
you Epithets suitable for ibem all, and take in the rest 
of the Irish and Scotch Booksellers; but for want of room, 
1 must beg their patience tilt 1 come to the Sixth Stage of 
iny Life, and there I shall meet them again by wholesale; 
but though I caifnpt descend to particulars now, yet I will 
so fir lump their Characters as tc> say, that of Three Hun- 
dred Booksellers now trading in country Towns, I know not 
of one Knave or a Blockhead among them all. 

"And now Reader, having ii> these sheets given you the 
Character of the chief Booksellers in the Three Kingdoms, I 
hope youwill pardon me if (in the last place) I allow myself 
^ Character among the rest. 

It is true Cowley says, 

"Tlie voj-aga Life is longest tnaile at home." 

However, from that small acquaintance I have with myself, 
I may venture to say, as to my Birth I account it no small 
honour (hat I descended from the Tribe pf Levi; and I find 
an ingenious Author of this opinion, who says, "I reckon it 
among the felicities of my |ife to have been a Prophet"* 
Son." And if you have faith to believe a Poet, their Chil- 
dren, 

Do all brealhe loinGlhing mare llian coRlnioli air ." 
" My first entrance upon the stage of liU was attended with 
all the symptoms of death, as iflhadb: n sensible ofmy fur 
lure miseries, and williug to steal into thq grave from the very 
womb of Nature ; but some of the attendants wereso com- 
passionate and cruel, as to sprinkle water on my forehead, 
and raise me to life, though, alas ! it proved but an unkind 
office, to chain me down to this vrorld, when I was making 
my retreat, and taking wing for another ; upon which emer- 
gency the foltowing Hues were written ;" 
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** 8ath« infaDtdaj data rise 
Gilding hilU, and paiatiug likitt. 

Does ill blooming glories shroud. 

Saaahort-lived Wialer'a&uu 
Seu alciOBl at toon's begun ; 
^V'lepiDg lleiTcn lamenlsiu TsU, 
Uouming Ulanli.iu (uneral. 

So % Rwe'lnd does prepare 
ToiialulB Ihe calmer air. 
Till some pierciai N'oilheni gusi 
Renda uaapreaiuit in tbe diut. 

Such, peer lariBt.iFasthy birth, 
Sucil thy parenll' joy and mitlh ; 
It«6M, inlU, anddajia can \k 
-BMeMiinUoClhen." 
" The first appearance which I made was very mean and 
contemptible ; and, as if Nature had designed me to lake up 
only some imigniiicaQt and obscure corner of th e universe, I 
was BO diminutive a cieature, that a quart pot could conUia 
th e whole of me with ease enough ; whereupon was written :" 



During Childhood and youth he had several narrow es- 
capes from, death, oa one occasion from slipping headlong into 
a river, on another while playing with a bullet it slipped dowa 
Ilia throat to his breast, and when nearly past hope, it sud- 
denly bolted up, upon which he says : 

Thus oft we t»ke our leave of life and pain. 
And both, yet linger, and we live again ; 
Thus oft we itretch, the fawl gnlpti to pjsi. 
And DsUh 01^ alf, and Iiirosllie vital glass : 
Thuj oft we're willing' when we caunal die, 
And n-iali In vain funm mortality. 
Death hags the mind, then vaniahetaway. 
And aft aHjouins ihe lait decisive day. 

" I shall next characterize my C««cra i/i TFood; whoweift 

Mr. TV — st and the ingenious S ." 

Mr. JF—st made all the Cuts for " The Man in tha, - 

Moon'," &c' and S such as I wanted for " Alliens,* 

Ac. Mr. W — at did the curious Sowers for " Salmon'i 
Herbal ;" and exceeds all the town for cutting in Wood. 
He has got a habit of melting his penny, and once a month 
is as great as a King ; but, abating that reeling vice, 

\V. st is an honest man, and has about him nil tliat un- 

* DuDlDD piiated a Buok »ith that I'illc, 
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affected neglect of pomp in cluthes, lodging, and riirnituTe', ' 
Tfhich agrees with his grave and sedentary course of life. 

Suuton tlien proceeds to characterise all his Engravers, 
Bolling-presa printers, Authors, Licensers of the Press, his 
noble friends and customers, and a compreheitsire view of 
the life aad death of Iris, his first wife, and closes his first 
volume with some highly interesting characters of Eminent 
persoDs and &is last Prayer. 

" Dunton commences the 2nd part of his Journal with s 
Panegyrick on the most eminent persons for piety, learning, 
courage, moderation, charity, and other accomplishments, 
living in the three kingdoms." I cannot attempt to follow him 
beyond two or three curious articles, selected from a small 
and very scarce volume, published by Dunton in 1706, en- 
titled "The Whipping Post." Hts Secret history of the 
Weekly Writers, &c. at that day, -will give the reader some 
idea of their character and principles. — he says " 1 call it A 
Secret History, as it discovers such things of our Towo 
Authors, as have hitherto lain concealed. And T call them 
Jfcekly ff'Wfi?/'*, to distinguish thera from "The Modera- 
tor," "Wandering Spy," "Rehearsal," "London Post," 
"Interloping," " WItipster," and that rabble of scandalous 
Hackneys, who merit no place in our " Panegyrick ;" and 
for that reason, arc kicked to my " Living I3egy," as being' 
fit for no company or honour but a House of Correction. 
And there I leave them, ivhilst I give the World " A Secret 
History of those Weekly Writers that deserve a Panegyrick." 

" And here I shall send a distinct challenge to " The 
Review," " Observator," " Gazette," " Post Master," 
" Post-Man," " Post-lJoy," " Daily Courant," " English 
Post;" for these eight are Authors of credit ; and for that 
renoR 1 will say the worst that I know of them, to provoke 
Uiem to a Paper Duel." 

" Every Weekly Writer I have yet named has some excels 
lence that the rest are stiangcrs to ; and that which recom- 
mends Boyer above the rest is that nice and large account 
he gives of the "Spanish and Home News." So that Boyer's 
" Post Boy" (published every Tuesday, Tliursday, and Satur- 
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I Ay,) Mi^ popcriT b> caUed "Ike S^omA sad English 
IfiBnee." bk ao imM ircni^B JfJon of ibe Post 
Boy, to ten the wodd ibat tk j-g— ^Tirr Boyer writes it. 
The bue »>■(■( the Asthor ■» a Paa^jiick upon tlii* 
Vxpa; lor it k Hmt Boj^ ^w vritci and translales like 
the btaoma L'EMmige. Hf. Boycr ■• the greatest Siaitec 
of the French Tongoe (vitnes Ua " Fnach Grammar" and 
"French Dictioaarf") and the most impartial Historian 
(witneu hi* " Annaliof Qa««n Anne*^ of any ioEnglaad. 
" Tlmi have I 6nished '* The Secret History of tbe Weekly 
Writer* ;'■ nz. "The Review;" *■ Obaerralor ;" " Gaiettc;'' 
" Flying Post," " Post-Man ;" " Fost-Boy," " Daily Cour- 
ant :" and tbe " English -Post." Now, if yon ask me which 
of these Eight Newspapers are tbe best, I shoutd answer, 
"They are all best;" for "The Observatot" is the best to 
tanel the Jacks, Ac. ;"' " The Review" is the best to pro- 
mote Peace ; "Thenying-Poat" is the best for Scotch Seivs; 
" Tbe Post- Boy" is best for the Engibb and Spanish News ; 
"The Daily Couranl" is the best Critick ; "The English 
Post" is the best Collector ; " The London Gazette" has the 
be«t autliority : and " Tlie Post-Man" is the best for every 
thing. And thej are all so good, or rather hest, as to 
deserve an answer, iTthcy quarrel with this "Journal." 

'' 1 have here challenged eiglit of out Weekly Writers to a 
Paper Duel ; and, as they are men of Learning and worth, 
I hope tlicy will accept of it. But as to "The Rehearsal;" 
" Moderator ;" " Wandering Spy ;" " London Post ;" 
Interloping Whipster, &c. ; they are such a Rablile of 
Hackney Scribblers, they merit no place in our " Panegyrick 
Journal ." But, though they are kicked out for Wranglers 
in this place, yet they are all whipt in "The Secret History" 
annexed to my " Living Elegy." 1 have often wondered 
what should persuade "The Hehearsal" and his Hackney 
Brethern to write so much of Religion and Government (for 
(hat is their usual theme). I f you say their eyes are not open 
to discern their own weakness, and the ilV suc*:ea9 of their 
Tacking Projects. 1 wonder the more how they can see to 
write in the dark. But, be it as it will, they have no right to 
a Panegyrick, and indeed, are not worth my Satire ; but for 
thi» once I have given ihern » fevt \'i.^\wsw\ ■kvj ' Living Elogy.* 
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Dunton tlien conimences liis "Living Elcjy" wiLli a curi- 
ous address to liis Creditors, his Summer Friends, Weekly ' 
and Hackney Writers, and an almost endless yaricty of Male' 
and Female Characters; — congratulating himself, amid all ■ 
Ilia misfortunes,— that " ivilh the PhiEnix he did as it were, 
flourish in his own Ashes" — Of his religion he says, in reply' 
to the following : — 

" Diinton, we find yon have enemies in all Religions: 
Lesley is High-church; The Moderator, Low-chureh; The 

Whipster, No-church ; S^ ^-gc, a Tacker ; F— ^, a 

Dissenter; Maithus, a Trimmer, &c. Tlien wliat are yo\t, 
that oppose them all. 

To this I answer, "My Religion is — Christian; I raeati 
entirely disencumbered of all those Names, and Sects, and 
Parties [hat have raised so much dust and noise, and have 
done the greatest prejudice lo Christianity and the Re- 
formation. Tiie World , it is true has given that partial and 
precise name of Preshytcrian, which 1 renounce for ever; 
and take this opportunity to tell those strait-laced souls, 
who are for dxiog bounds and enclosures in the flock of 
Christ, that I am neither Churchman, Presbyterian, or Inde- 
pendent, Anabaptist, Quaker, &c. ffliat this title is the 
best, and sufficient for me, which I obtained at Aniioch under 
Christian Dispensation. T desire no character for the future 
but Christian ; a lover of Jesus, and one that intends for 
Heaven and happiness in the life to come : and it is of small 
moment with me, whether a malignant Woild will allow mc 
this measure of charity. My right to the Covenant of Grace, 
and my eternal Interest, have no dependence upon ill-nature 
and envy. This, Gentlemen, is the Religion (call it what 
you please) that 1 desire to live and die in; and, whilst 
others wrangle for this or that party, or way of worship, I 
desire to practice it. But though, as 1 said before, my 
Religion is entirely disencumbered of ali those names and 
partici which promote divisions, and as it were, pine and 
shrivel Christianity into a bare skeleton ; yet I profess myself 
an impartial lover of all good men, by what names soever dig- 
nified and di-^tiagJiishcd '. and do presume every man to b< 
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good till I tinil limi otherwise, I liave as li[llc zeal about 
tilings tliat are manifeally indiSercnt (either pro or con) 
as any man in tlie world, and chose to reserve it for ihow 
tfaingB which are truly worthy of it, It is a great principle 
with me, that the real difFerenees between good and intelli- 
gent people are not so wide as they seem ; and that through 
prejudice and interest they do many times contest about 
words, whilst- they do heartily tliink the same thing. — And. 
diis in answer to the question " What are you ?" is Dunton's 
Aeligion, or the uncommon principle upon which he is to be 
•aTwl." 

Dunton, out of" his thousand Characters concludes the- 
•econdpartof hisJdurnal, with l\ia.i oi George LaTklti,,^n. 
Author of an " Essay on the Noble Art of Printing," of 
whom he says — " His very life is a sort of Panegrick oil hit 
(Dunton's) Misfortunes, that he had boen his first Printer 
a^d cottetant friend for twenty five years, and thus- consoles 
himself. 

" So that nothing can deprive me of the enjoyment of my 
Friend, while I enjoy myself. If I have any joy when he is 
absent, were such aihing possible, it is in his picture, which' 
adorns my chamber, ^r in his letters, that divert my 
Go w ley says, 

" There ara fewer friends <« Elrlh than King*." 
And George Larkin i»one of tljem." 

His Poem of " John Dunton's Shadow; or the charactPT 
of a Summer Friend, has some escellent points in it, and 
his •' Dublin Scuffle, or John Dunton's account of 

" Three Auctions to be held in the City of Dublin " was 
Aus stated : 

To the Wise, Learned, and Studious Gentlemen in the 
Kingdom of Ireland, but more especially to those in tke- 
C'Aj of Dublin. 

Gektlemes, Dublin, June 21'. 16f>e: 

Though the Summer be a time for Rambling, and (he 

season of the year invite all men abroad that love to see 

Foreign Countries ; yet it was not this alone, but the good 

acceptance the way of Sale by Auctiga has met with &oia. 



% 



< 12? ) 

Kfl lovers of Cooks that encouraged me to bring to this 
iKing;do[n of Ireland a general Collection of ihe most valu- 
able pieces in Divinity, History, Philosophy, Law, Physidc, 
Mathemiiticks, Horsemanship, Merchandize, Limning, Mili- 
tary Discipline, Heraldry, Music, Fortification, Fireworks, 
■Husbapdry, Gardening, Romances, Novels, Poems, Plays, 
Bibles, and School-Books, that have' been printed in Eng- 
land since tbe great Fire in London in 1666, to this present 
time. In this general Collection you will find that many a 
good Book has lain asleep, as not being known ; and when 
a Book is not published, it cannot be nourished Ijy the 
favourable acceptance of the World. I might instance in 
Mr. Turner's " History of the remarkable Providences which 
Jiave happened in this Age," of which there are near a thou- 
sand dispoaed of ip London, anil scarce twenty of them sold 
in Ireland ; though in viewing the Contents of this Work 
,^ which are given graiig at Dick's Coffde-house in Skinner- 
row) it will evidently appear tliat there is not a more useful 
Book." 

He inoludea some amusing addresses to the Nobility anS 
■Centry. His allusions to his Auctions at Dick's and Pali's 
■CofTee-houses and of the former lettine his room, over his 
head, to his Scotch rival, Patrick Campbell, are bitter and 
sarcastic. — Of the unfairness fif ^ick he ren^rks " I say, 
jiad Dick rejected on these things, his eyes had been proof 
ffgainst tiie double price, that Dick in (lis Letter tells me 
Patrick liad agreed to give him; and the Scot might have 
gauged with his J^ack of Bervkn to anotlter place." 

In an appeal to his customers oa tlie conduct of Pater^ 
gon — ie thus commences — "Gentlemen by what I liava 
mentioned, you see what the Scotchman itcfied to be at ; 
and to add to hia favours, he now takes my room over my 
jiead; which 1 must tell him resembles a man I once met 
in my Travels, who sold the same Book with two dfferent 
Titles, turning Ilodiler into Cocker, Cmnpstey into Whalei/^ 
&c, accoriling as his Customer wanted, with as much dex- 
terity as the Suttler in King James's Camp, who drew Ale 
•ijt of one end of Ihe barrel, and Beer at the other. " 
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This reminds me of a double Literary CJiristening, in 
similar way. A work was published some years since unde 
the title of " Collards Logic " and the same Book appear 
under the title of " Dralloc's Logic " — thus s|)elling th 
name of Collard, backwards — I never have questioned the 
Logic or the policy of. this. Dunton's farewell to Dubli 
is highly entertaining, and his Conversations in Ireland, 
enbrdce a variety of curious and novel information, not to 
be found elsewhere. 

" To follow him througli all the mazes of his Adventures, 
Eccentricities, Exertions, and extraordinary Flights' of Fancy, 
Opinions and Speculations, would fill an entertaining vol- 
unoe. — Swift gratified his.vanity by Aoticing him, and Pope,^ 
who was born in the year 1688, (the year that Dunton com- 
menced business at the Black Raven, in the Poultry,) noti- 
ces him in his Dunciad; which Poem Pope said " Cost .him 
as much pains as any tiling he ever wrote/* 

Dunton certainly threw more light upon the periodical 
publications and the general Literature of his day, than any 
ether Writer. He appears to have laid the foundation of the 
plan, upon which Mr. Nichols has so much improved ; and 
pursued with unwearied industry, and talent during the 18th 
Century. 

Mr. Nichols improved upon the ideas of Dunton, in not 
only giving interesting sketches of works issued from the 
learned Bowyer*s, his own, and other presses during the l&th 
century, but also Biographical sketches of the most eminent 
Authors, Booksellers, Engravers, and all persons connected 
with the Fine Arts ; jt will be my endeavour to add a few to 
thenuinber, bringing the feature down to the close of tUi4 
Publication. 

JQHN NICHOLS, Esq. F. S. A^ 

{Late Editor of Ihe Gentle maii^s Magazine, ^c) 

To give a correct Biographical memoir of this Gentler 
roan, and a fair outline of his labours, would fill more than a 
quarto volume. I can only refer my Readers to an admira- 
ble Memoir from the able pen of Alexander Chalmers, Esq., 
farming 30 closely printed- columus in the Gcntlcinaa's Ma* 
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^azlue for December 1826, in wiiieli bis truly amiable 
racter.his rjteat ability, and extraordinary labours are deve- 
loped. What can the reader imagine of one individual, Com- 
piling' Writing, or Editing, at least one hundred volumes in 
octavo, nearly half that number in quarto, and about half a 
dozen volumes in folio, altogetlier^exceed ing in quantity the 
productions of Voltaire or Cobbett, and to so much better, 
and. very different a purpose — and, in addition to all thic, 
what will hereafter be thought of this extraordinary man, who 
not only passed through all this great labour of mind, 
but was also the Printer of all his own Works, as well as 
a general Printer to several eminent Authors, anj to many 
of the most respectable Booksellers ; added to all tliis he 
Printed the voles of the House of Commons for 50 years, as 
well RS the Gentleman's Magazine (containing more than 
any other) for 50 years, and Edited it for nearly Haifa 
century. I know of nothing equal to those labours upon 
record, and regret, that my space will only admit of the very 
abridged sketch of him, from the Autobiographical Memoirs 
in the Literary Anecdotes , thus transcribed in Gorton's Bio* 
graphical Dictionary: 

" Nichols (Jons) fellow of the antiquarian societies of 
London, Edinburgh, aud Perth, and for nearly half a cen- 
tury editor of the Gentleman's Magazine. He was born at 
Islington, February 2, 1744, and having received a liberal 
education, he became at an early age an apprentice to 
Bowyer,-the learned printer. He was subsequently admit- 
ted into partnership with his master, on whose death he suc- 
cteded to the managerai-nt of one of the first typographical 
establishraenta in the metropolis, and long conducted it witlj 
high reputation. In 1778 h; hecEitie coadjutor with Mr. 
David Henry, in" the publication of the Gentleman's Maga- 
ziiK ; and on the decease of that gentlcmanj the duties of 
editor devolved on Mr. Nichols, who, besides his regular 
contribution as conductor of that useful miscellany, inserted 
in ainiojl every number some of the productions of his pen, 
reldting chiefly to British topography and antiquities. He 
^^yw admitteJ into the common council of the city of Londoi^ 
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h 17S4, to which he belonged till l&Ol ; and in 1804 lie: 
irai cho&ea master of the Stationers' company. In ISOS: 
iiu piDting office was destroyed by fire, when a gjeat num— 
ha ef valuable works perished in the flames. Among hit 
nuvereuB literary publications njjy be mentioned. "Anec- — 
dales, liUrary and Viogra4)hLcal, of William Bowyer," 1778, 
$vo, which formed the basis of his " Literary Anecdotes of 
the Eighteenth Century," 9 vols. Svo. Illustrations of the 
iiteiature of the l£th Century, Eupplementary to the 
preceding work, 3 vols, and " Tbe History and Anti- 
iquities of Leioesterehire," 4 vols, folio. Mr. Nichols died 
iTov. 26. 1826." 

I regret extremely that I cansot furnish more than the 
above imperfect sketch, and do no more than refer to Mr. 
Chalmers' admirable account of Lim, and lo a chronological 
list of the very numerous (sixty seven) publications of which 
Mr. Nichols was either the Author or Editor- I shall have 
to refer to his Authorities during the whole of the Igth and 
Part of the 19th Centuries, and shall for the presrait con- 
■clude with a tribute to his Memory, by \V. Hersee— and as 
Epitaph on him by John Taylor Esq. 

A TRIBUTE TQ THE MEMORY OF THE LAP? 
J. NICHOLS, Esq. 



J,»Ti in Ibe t»I« of life, anil Tull of years, 
CheerFul and liap)iy wai hia i^loudleei day. 

When In '. frewepi it/ rriendihip'j giataful l»«i». 
Ua ilepC in peace — fais spirit pisj'd aivaj . 

^Vbile Eartb adraii'd ths Historian of liii tii 



Doinesltc vi 
■ gave 



lilgliesi praise. 



A beauteous 1 astro to hU lengtbeu'd day). 
IJafeign' d afiection llv'd within his hetutr 
A Btore of blessings whicb he freely girt, 
Blcsnnga tliat he delijhteJ to impart 
To numerous fiieoijs now mourning o'er liii put. 
Tariaus his laleuts, ae bis iieart was kind, 

T-ha page of ancient lore ha lov'dtoaeaii ; 

Marning* hriglit gems anrjcli'd lis liberal mind. 

And form'd his studif • Ibra' the aje ol niaa. 
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With patiwi KidHBlry Kad< itondraiu tail, 

Thro' dirk QDtiquity Ua Mught hiawtyi 
And persevering iu Ibe bartl turmail. 

He brought its treasures la tho lictit at day. 
In later jean inatructlon fiomhis pen 

Deligbteil thousands by his pleasing pigt ;. 
A faithful painter of the lives oS men, 

IkfaTcthe htBtory ofa learDcd age. 
liis labourso'er, he rests bedealh tfae aaS. 

His lamp coaium'd his Tarions studies ceawi 
Ijis happy spirit eoara to meet his God, 

And reit for crer in the realms of peace. W. Hiimb;. 



EFIT/. PH 
ON THE LATE John Nichols, Esq, 

Bv John T*yij>b, Eso. 
Htaa Nicnoi.s rests, whose pure and ii^tiT* mind 
Thro' lire atiltaim'd to benefit maaLind. 
For useful knowledge eager from his youth. 
To leuglhen'd ege in keen pursuitof Truth. 
What ruthless time halh destin'il to Jeea;. 
He Wl eiplor'd and brought h> open day. 
Tat still he search 'd not with a Bigot's leal 
To gain what time would for Oblivion sleal. 
But that such works lecardcd should remain 
Al taste and virtuo gladly would retain. 
I And though intent lo merit public famer 

! Warmly alive to each domestic olaira : 
He like the FalriardiG rever'd of yore. 
To all his kindred due affection bore. 
From^l with goorl humour all he knew to chear. 
And wit'with him was playful, nol severe, 
Such rns the Sage whose Teliqnesnsl below, 
I Belov'd by many a friend, without one file. 

usomewhat extraordinary, tltat in the precedii^ account 
1 of liim, liiat bis great labottre ehoukl have been so 
'My passed over, and so many original productions of his 
litted ; — witness— His poetical productionsy his origin of 
ting, his loyal and noble Wills, his history of the Royal 
ey of Bee, and his acconnt of Alien Priotks, his Biblio- 
1 TopographicaBritanica, (in conjuaction wjthGough,) 
ibout 20 Volutues quarto ; His Biographical AneC' 
> of Hognrth, His progresses of Qucca Elizabeth, ia four 
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Volumes, quarto. His progresses of James 1st, 2 rols, 4^0- 
besides numberless other Works ; and the editions he edi<^^ 
and completed of Swift, Shakespear, Lyttleton,' Chests*' 
field, Atterbury, King, Steele, and numerous others, excl ■-^' 
sive of conducting nearly 100 Volumes of the Gentlem&rB- * 
Magazine, and completing its Index. ! 

■ 

In agreeably wandering through his 14 Octavo Volume ^ 
of Anecdotes, of nearly 800 pages each , I sliall have an op^ '^ 
portunity of saying something more of that truly great am 
good man, who has shewn himself more closely connected 
than any other individual, with the Literature of his day. 

In the preface to the Second Edition of his Anecdotes, ii 
1812 he says: — 

" During an interval of Thirty Years, amidst the cares and 
anxieties attendant on an unremitted application to a great 
variety of prefessional duties, it has been one of my amuse- 

• 

ments to revise occasionally the former Edition of these 
''Anecdotes;" and to avail myself of the several hints for 
improving it, which the kindness of my friends, or-.the criti- 
cism of various writers who have honoured it with their notice, 
have from time to time thrown out. My stock of intelligence 
having thus imperceptibly increased, I had an inclination, in 
the year 1790, to have ventured on a new Edition ; but was 
diverted from that intention by the accumulated toil of a 
County History, which demanded no small portion of the 
time 1 was able to allot to ike amusements of Literature'* 

"Still, however, having persevered in filling the margins of 
my interleaved copy, and in reducing the chaotic form of my 
original volume to somewhat of a more regular consistence ; 
in May 1802 I once more began to print; and, by sFow 
degrees, had got through nearly half the Work, when my 
progress was suddenly retarded, by a calamity which had well 
nigh disheartened me from again resuming the task either of 
Editor or Printer. But on a serious conviction that despair 
was equally useless and criminal, I determined to begin my 
labour anew; the fruits of which, such as they are, after 
being four years longer in the press, are again submitted tu 
the public. 
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f-To use the words of a leaineU critic, " TLe fire which 
(lestrojed the first pari of the impiession has giveu an 
opporliinity of increasing the mitenale, ami of improving llie 
Work . thus it may be truly said thdt 

mcendia lumen 

2'rcBbebant, abqunqite jnalo fitit usus in illo." 

After acknowledging the reception which the first edi- 
tion of his truly entertaining Work received, not only from 
llio partiality of Friends but from the Editors of evey peri- 
odical publication without etcpplion he observes that "One 
of the most melancholy retrospects 1 have to notice is, tha 
loss of numberleig Friends who were hturary contributors to 
the former Edition, and by whom the present volumes have 
been considerably benefited. Among these the most promi- 
nent are. Dr. Joiinsoi.-, Mr. Steevess, Mr. Cole, 
Mr. Reed, and above all, my steady and indefatigable 
coadjutor Mr. Gougii." 

At a very advanced period of life, and after having brought 
liis work from the commencement of 1700,dow!i to 1804, Mr. 
N. concludes his preface " I had some thoughts of continu- 
ing tlie Work to a later period." " But I heir the Cock's 
proclahning the dawning day, being now come within the ken 
of many alive ; and when men's tnemories do ariee, it i^ 
time for SUttory to haste to bed'." 

His first volume commences in the following beautiful 
language, 

" The Traveller, who in early life explored a region famed 
for natural or artificial curiosities, and with the eye of an. 
Antiquary traced the vestiges of architectural splendour, 
whether the last remains of the Grecian temple, the Roman 
amphitheatre, or Gothic aisle or cloister, resumes his visit at 
a maturer age with augmented pleasure. New beauties 
meet his view ; new ideas are impressed on his imagination, 
as new uuggeslions offer themselves to his reflection. He 
perceives, and is astonished to perceive, that some of the 
finest part of the Landscape, some of the most beautiful 
features in the view, failed (o meet ]ijs first rese.irches. — 
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HelvIho; revolved, after an interval of many years, tbe ima- 
gery w)n(Ji as Tt were crowded Wi the mind at a first glance, 
he treads tbe ground again with caution ; he confines himself 
to the more immediate object of his pursuit ; and employs 
the pen or the pencil on subjects which had before entirely 
■ escaped hb attention. 

" Tlie scetiery to ^rhkh the Reader is now recattei] is of a 
fnore confined and humble nature; yetthereare gleanrngs Is 
our biographical harvest, which, it is hoped wiM be thought 
not undeserving notice. Of the very early period indeed 
the recollections are few, but they are interestiag; and, as we 
advance, tlie discoveries produced by diligent enquiry and 
friendly communications, and even by the loss of friends 
whom it would have been ifidelicate to mention whilst livings 
have removed the veil under which many curious particu- 
lars, highly Jionourable to the persons of whom they an 
[elated, were unavoidably concealed." 

•' To whatever cause it may be owing, the lives of literi 
men are seldom recorded, white any remembrance cf then* 
lemaina. Except in a few cases, where interest, vanity, or 
gratitude arc concernedj men of letters, who in general 
deserve belter of the world than the mote brilliant characters 
of the hour, the courtier or the pseudo-patriot, pass uuno- 
ticeed to the grave ; and curiosity is seldom awakened about 
them until tlie opportunity of gratifying it is irrecoverable. 

"Tbe infonnatton, therefore, which, I flatter myself, tt|^ 
conveyed to tlie world in the former edition of llie Memoii) 
of my lftt£ eKcellent Frientl, encourages me, after an inter- 
val of more thaa six -and -twenty years, wlien so much fresh 
waiter has occurred, to pursue a similar nietliod." 

The first Literary character which Mr. Nichols very ^; 
priately iiUroduces is" William BowvEit, confessedly 't 
mostiearned Printer of tbe IStli Century, he was born in 
Dogwell Court, in the extra parochial precinct of White 
Friars, London, Dec, 19, 1699; and may be said to have 
been initiated from his infancy in the rudiments of t 
in vhich he so emioeotly excelled." 
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' Mr. N — llien gives his Genealogy, a portrait Jind other rai- 
imte particulars, which I shall not enter into, — but proceed 
to take a retrospective view of his, and tlie public press from 
the above period, at which it appears the foilowing Newspa- 
pers were published, in London. 
The Daily Coutant <as its tille ijhews) 6 ti 
The Supplement, 

■, WetlnfsJjy and Friday, 



The Supplement, ^ 

Xlie Qeneial Remark, f ., . 

I *he F™,le Tatler, > """''^J. 

f The General Posiecipl, } 

'"■'-""■' * '■ '■ iaj, ■ - ■ 

! 




Monday, : 



Tues^y, Tiiursitay & SalarJa)-, 11 



_ . ling Posl, 

LThe Whisperer, 
■The Postboy ■--■-- 



nesdaj; iliUraliy S; SalurJay, 21 



PBBLICK NEWS AND WEEKLY PAPERS; 

*IIEN Tli^Y 5IR8TBEOAX; TItEllt rROGIlESI], 

INCItEASE, AND VSBS ANI> ABUBK* 
TO THE PEOPLE, 

(From the Harl MSS. 5310J 

" IN the days of King Henry VIII. wa hat} none tha^ 
fver I could see, that is to say, in single sheets, except 
some invectives against the Pope and the Church of Rome. 
It is true there were several tracts wrote against Cardinal 
Wolsey; but they were in books in octavo; and sever Jl 
otliers relating to seeeivi matters, as about the Sacrament, 
against Gardiner, Bishop Bonner, &c. : but these might 
rather be called libels than pamphlets. These were most 
printed beyond the Seas. Only one I remember, whicli 
was "The supplication of Beggars," wrote against the. 
rriars Begging, by one Fish. 

But in the days of Queen Mary they began to fiy about in > 
the City of London ; as several Ballads and other Songs and 
Pocm», as a Ballad of the Queen's being with child. 
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And these, I say, were the forerunners of the Newsp^* 
pers. In the days of Queen Elizabeth we had several Pape^ 
printed relating to the affairs in France, Spain, and Hollanc5» 
about the time of the Civil Wars in France. And the^* 
were, for the most part, translations from the Dutch aa 
French. And were Books, or Pamphlets rather, which, 
take, if I mistake not, the word signifieth to be held in th 
hands and quickly read. 

We must come down to tlie reign of King James the I 
and that towards the latter end, when News began to be i 
fashion : and then if I mistake not, began the use of Mer 
cuiy women; and they it was that dispersed them to th 
Hawker which word hath another signification. Look mores— 
in the Bellman of London. 

These Mercuries and Hawkers their business at first was 
to disperse Proclamations, Orders of Council, and Acts oF" 
Parliament, &c. And we may see the humours of the times 
out of Ben Johnson's Plays. At that time. News was 
become a great fashion, as may be discerned in that play^ 
by him wrote, entitled, '* The Staple of News," and the 
scene settled at the West end of St. Paul*s ; and wrote 
1625." 

'i Pent-hoy^ Cymbal, Fitton Tho. Barber, Canter. 
In troth they are dainty rooms; what place is this ? 
Cymbal, This is the outer room, where my clerks sit. 
And keep their sides, the Register i' the midst ; 
The Examiner, he sits private there, within ; 
And here I have my several rowls and fyles 
Of News by the alphabet, and all put up 
Under their heads P. jun. But those too subdivided ?• 
Cymb, Into Authenticall, and Apocryphall 
Fitton. Or News of doubtful credit ; as Barbers* News* 
Cymb, And Taylors- News, Porters', and Watermens* 

News. 
Ben Jonson a cotemporary of Shakespear, here refers 
to Barbers, Taylors,* and Smiths' News, for which they 
appear to have been celebrated at that period, and some of^ 
the Ckaft are great *Yen:smonjcrs in the present dc\y 



( 137 ) 
Tonion CDntiDUCE his liappy description, tlirougiiout ttieabova 
IDratna, but not so happily &s Shakespear in his King John, 
w^iere he has wifli such effect blended the three artificers. 

" I saw a smith stand nilh bia hammer, thus, 

The pfhilst his iron di'l on the anvil cool, 
f. With open moulh swallowing a tailor's news; 

^B^ Who, nilh his alieais and meajijre in Wa hanil, 

^Kr Standing on slippets (which his nimbls hasia 

^B ' Had falsely llirusl upon contrary feet,) 

^H Told of a many thousand warlike French, 

^E That were emballeled and ranlM in Kent ; 

a^t. Another lean un wash' J artificer 

Cuts off hU lale, and talks of Arthur's deatl,." 

Next follows a Tsry curious List of Newspapers, Maga- 
aines, and Reviews for nearly two Centuries {from 1611 to 
1804, to wliich Mr. Nichols adds at least 300 more in the 
8tU Volume of his Anecdotes. I find some omissions in the - 
Hableian MS., and also in Mr. Nichols's account, but they 
are altogether so extensive in number as to occupy too much 
room for my present undertaking'. I shall therefore, select 
aiitl confine myself to the most interesting details, and notei 
respecting them, slating at what period the first JVdJW, aa4 
other Papers, were issued from each Country : — 

The ENCM3II fllcrcuries appeared in 1589 

■ TheMBrrnrieG»i.i.o BtLGict, .,- 1591 

• KeWsfromSp.iK,12page3. 4to 1611 

■ NoWSOOtof GlRHANV, 1613 

, <3ood News from Flobikce, 16U 

;- i^tifn from Iislv 1618 



'ifroi 



..1621 



I The Geruan Intelligenrer 1G30 

fr The SwEnisi! TnlelliBencor 1631 

»- Warranted Tidings from Ihelisii 1641 

tllnei^Nn-il™ Diurnal, 16« 

L* A speedy Post, or more News from III l 1643 

*■ Mercuries Aulicus i or News from OxFinn. 1542 

,,.. X, __r___ ,^^^ 



I Merci 



■ Mercuries Hibernicus, Printed at Bri'lol 1644 

,Thiis hnve I given a Selection of the fiist Paper from eac^ 

Country, from their origin, to the middle of Uie 17tii 

Century. 




r 
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The latter will serve to show the prog^reA of the Perioi 
cal Press to the middle of the 17th Century, fts to tbe eom ^-i^ 
nencemaiit of promulgating News in dtfTerent parts of tli^ - t 
Globe. BuL there were no less than Two-hundred ani^^ 
thirty different Papers, &t:., published up to that time, ant^^M 
Hpwards of One thousand more up to the close of th^^^ 
Eiglileenlh Century. Many notes and obsen-ations, upon — - 
•hose of the olden fane, claim attention, and wdl be found ^^ 
Ml teres ting. ^^k 

In a note la tlie Header, Bun Jonsoti i^tks^tbe 7V>i^ K<W4 u > ^^| 
weekly cheat lo draw roooey, whltli " tould not be filler rep«liended,lhwi ^^ 
in lainag this ridiculous oBice oF the Staple, wHereJn [lieAg« may see ber 
•vm folly, arhungEridd iblnt after published Pamphlets oF Neiia, setout 
every Saturday, but made all ai home^ and no i?llaJ>le of tniih in ibem y 
t^dwhicb ttiere qannotlica greater diieaic in Natara, or >[inileis< 
jU Upon 1 lie time." 

^allD-B«lg[cda(Bco(ijafwbicbi9 now amODgtt Die Kmg's eollectioti 
B the BHiiah Muaeiim) is nal a iietrtpfijiar ; but may with greater pro;- 
prietybe called 37u!jnHi<ain*gijiej-n/"lfce Times, or The Staie of Eurnpt. 
It was origintlly compiled by M. Jansen.a i'riuan, and tvcu not printed 
■ntii the year1598, ten years after the" Mercurie," although Itdileithg 
(ommeBcemeiit ofits accounli rrom the sameperiod. It istrillleniD Laiia, ' 
and was primed in octavo at Cologne, slid ornamented with anoodencut of i 
Mercury Btandiog on a Globe nitb bia usual attributes. Thus, 
Callo-Belgicus conlil be correclly termed a newoptiper, nhich it 
"The Enfl'sh MercurJe'' would claim preceileoce by the space ofteit 
yeara ; and Dollaud must con Kci[uently yield the creditor originality to 
$r«ftl Britain. 

Oi \h.t Mercurius Brilannicut published in 1643, Cbal- 
xiers says that. 



I 



. Heedjkatn. the versatile author of this paper, wa> born ii^ 
K20, and educated at Oi lord. Jle assumed all colours ofllie chameleon 
during thoM contentious limes; and, beingdiscliargcd from writing public 
nielligeaee by Ibe Council of State in March 11:60, was alloeed to live at 
Ae Restoration; till al leoglli, says Anthony Wood, " this moitseditiaua, 
BUlable, and reviling Author died suddenly, in Devereul Court, in No- 
nmber 1678." 

0£th« In^i'Jal Intelligencer, published in 1648. 

In No. 7 of this paper is the first regular Adi'erlUemenl which I havs 
■Mt with, n ia from a ^tleman of Candiih in Suffolk, from whom two 
Uaracs had been stolen. 
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Of die SiUrBuriua Caltdonrus, cwnpriMiig tke affairs is 
figitation in Scotland. Mr. Chalmers says, 

Tbia paper, Trhich was publUlied once a week hj' a Socielj of 8tatiiiD«n 
Bl EiUnburgh, is the earliest that occurs of .^rorcA MaDufacture; eachumj; 
befoTG that petioil, having carried with them an English, printer, "i 
Robert Barker piinted at Newcastle Tor KiDf Charles in I63S ; aad(i%iU'' 
lopher Higgine, ander the same auspices of CroniHel], leprinled' at L 
the London Diurnal nf some patugiinud affairi ia i65%, fiwthe inbtiBatM 
of the English Boldieis ; and in 1653 the Mtrcuriut PclUti^s ; <*l>irh ia 
1654 was transferred to Edinburgh, nhcre itcoiUJDUed to be pvtilislied (fK 
April II, 1660; and was then reprinted underthe'Bame of JUsrcuriNt Pvfr- 
2icu(.— The Caledoiiiaa Mercury was compiled by a son of the Bishop di 
Orkney, Thoraas Sydserfe ; who now thought lie had lli£ wit to ajDuse, ths 
tBDwJadge tu iantruct, and the addtess to capiiva.te, (ho lovers of HauiB ia 
ScatUud. Bui he was only able, with tU his powers, to eiitend bia puUjc; 
cation (a ten numbers, nhich weN'erj loyal, very illiterate, audTsijal 
led, Cbalmers p. 118, 

The Inte(fiffencer,hy Roqer L'Estkavoe, Esq. 

Jgi Ai*g"#l 16C?, Rpger L'Eairange, ewi. (after more than twenty yeats 
speat ID serving (lio Royal cause, neareii of them in gaol?, and almad 
four under sentence of death in Mewgate,) had interest safficient IQ obtua 
an tppointnient to % new created office, under thetitle of Surveyor oftba 
Impriinery and Printing Presses;" together with " the sole licensing nf »)( 
ballads, cituts, printed portraitures, prnted pictures, books, and.pi^IIBn^J ] 
•xceptliooiiE conqerning cooimnn law, aflpiis of state, herald rjf,'titlec of h^- 1 
Mtlfs.^ijd arms, theoAica of Earl Marshal, boots of divinily, pliysidt, Rbt-. J 
loaophy., ipt and liciences, and sucb ajire granted to his Majes[y's,peculia 
printer ; >ad,Gicept such buots as by a l^te act «f parliament aie otht 
wise appointed tt> be liceoaed." He. bad ako a grant of " all (lie sole pt^ 1 
Yilege of writing, printing, and publishing, all Narratives, AJvenlseiaciila,' 
Uercu ties. Intelligencers, Diiirnals, and other books of public intelligBBce^ J 
and printing i^ll Balbtds, Playa, Itlaps. Charts, Ponrailures, and PiutHCe^ 1 
tuA pteviously printed ; and all llriefs for Collections, Playbills, Quwib. j 
salvers Bills, CuslomandEicise Bills, Post-office Bills, Creditors Bills < 
Tickets in England and Wales; with power to search for and seiie! 
liceBEed and treaaa liable, schlimaiical and scandnlous books i 
papei*. (Bugfiied'i caLUcMm, i<i liarl USS. 5300 lol, ?.) 

The ^m^doMi's /n(*i%ei»cflr of the affairs in agHaUosfli ] 

Englandj Irplapd, and,Scotland contains laitny fegular Ait' 
vMi-iwuient* of Books, and the following, wliich Mr. NJt 
ehpU thou gill worth traoscribtng: (1663) 
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: :"Tbei«i«iU.len abroiJaaioitblwaiidiinperreclcapy of ■ poem, called 

HudibroM without name oC GiLlier pnoler or bocJiielter, <u lit for M> kma 

and iporiooBaa impresjian. Tlic true and petfect edition, printed b; the 

■ ^BtliOi'»cngiDal,iasold by Ricbard Marriott, under SI- Duaslan's Cbatch 

E ^ Fleet-Mreel i lliut other namcteai impreasion 19 a cheat, and viitl but 

E' abnae ;the Dnjer an ireU an llie Author, whose poeni deserves to havs 

I into better liandi." A Viod of Oliiluary fouod also a place m Ihii 

Fpaper; wilb sonie acconat of the I'roceedings of Pailiainent, and in Uia 

ffCourt sf ClaipiBi 3 list of the Judges Circuits, the Sheriff's, the Lent 

P'freichen, &c. &c. Aod in Ko. 8. February 23rd nDtice is giica that. 

" Faculties oIKi:!: Fur granting Licenecs (by Act of Pacliameat/ to en-lu 

L yieih in aaj part of England, la still kept at St. Paul's ChaJa, near Sc 

LVaBl'sCburcb janl." 

At this period Newspipera were pirblislied at Sd. each. 
L'Esthakge's paper was superseded by the Londoi— 3i 
Gazette, which was first published on the 1st Februar^,1655 

TheBameGuMllewaa taken from a Seivspaper first printedat Veaice- ^ 
and sold fur a ccuii of that Jenomi nation. — "not a sol, nola^aiel," sayElh^^ 
Aaliqiury, ia Dodsley's Old Flays, and "a gaio<," Coryat tells ua, "ij=t 
slntost apeuuy i whereof ten da make a livrp, that is, niae-pence," 

In the 19th number of the G-azctte, September 9, 1679 — 

"AIUnlotniiDrthB LordiMayor and Aldcrmeii, to sh«w Iheirgreal 
caicaadfemlenieSBoriiis Majesty 'e^ health, that two of the Aldermen *honld 
daily irttit Dp3a bim in bia bed-cbamber at Windu^r duiing bii4 illness. In 
No.S0.t)eceniIieT2S,ijtbijedvetti9ement ;— " Whereas on Thursday llie 
JBlh inHanl, in ll>e evening, Mr. John Dryden was a-isaultetT and wounded 
inRoae.»lteetin Covenl-gaiden, by divers men unknown. Ifanyperaoo 
sball niakediscDvery of the said offenders to the said Air. Dryden, or la 
any justice of peace for the liberty of Westminster, he shall not only receive 
Eny ponods, nliicb is deposited In the hands of Mr. Blanchard, goidsmilh, 
DGitdoor to Temple ]3ar, for the said purpose; but if the discoveror bs 
hioiKlfuaeoftlieaL-tars.lie shall have the Hfij pounds, wilbout letting his 
name be known, or receiving the least troulile by any prosecution." 

!b N. Tuompsos's "True Domestic Intelligence," for 
September, 30. 1679 it states that 

" Mr. Garranay, matter of the famous CDl1?<!-hna^ near the Koyat 
F.ichange. bathetore of good Cherry-ivins ; and 'tis said, that the l!lack 
Cherry and other wild Cherries do yivld gooil and wholesome Aqnavitie* 
aodBrandies. — In some part of Buckinghamshiri! they are gnii' to liive got 
ftsmtlie CanariesB enri of Barley, whieli hath roes of Barley npon tttij 
tar. In aoaw other plaees they haveasort of Wheat which bears lour. Gn, 
Dtniean oF IV heat upon every sQlk ; but it is not much commeaded. 



s'.ill b,;a:i the 
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TJie fotlowing curious AtUcIc appeals in the ' True J^enm' 
No. 37, 1679— 

" A ProjSn was selling onTdOlftftcuiH'eyhig of IpHpm, notee, mtssagei, 
amorou'i billets, anJ all bundles wlmt^oGVer. undtr a pound weight, lad 
■ll'^arUof ^ritioga (Gballan-es DDljeXosplell), lo and From an; .part of 
llie ckj md auliurbs ; la wliiJli purpose llie ,projcclarg have'lsk«a a iiousa 
in Ume-ltreet for a Ceoerat Olli(«, Hud hitve appuinled et^ht more stagel 
>c;p!iibi Bt a LtJovenisTit lliilaace : a plot, \\ not timdii pveTcnted ty 
1 'Poiten of ihs City, is lilie to prove the utter suliv«rstDa of 
ind tliBir Worahipfn! Coiporation." ^- 

f\-^'iy\c Mereurius ILibraTius, or afultWuI acconnt df ■all 
tnd Paraplilets, No. 2 April, 1680 is the folloirins 
(Sri-ious -artide 

"All Booluellerslhgt approva of the Jesign of publisliiog (Ilk CaH. 
loirue weekly, at oa-x In 14 days al least, ate dented to xand in to one of 
llie Undertakers any book, pampUIel, or sheet, tbej would liave in.it, -so 
■oaa ns^ published, that they'maybe iuserledin order as lliey come out: (heir 
books sliall be delivered tliein back again upon demand. To sliBHr tliey 
design the public ndvautage of the trade, they will eipect liut Qd. Tor in- 
strt'ldg any bodk ; nor'but ISil. for any other aUvertii^ment relating to Ihs 
tfayB,iin1ea3 it lie excessive long." 

In 1682, Benjamin Harris publisliej " Domestic Intdli- 
gsnce," ©very Thursday-, (gralis)* for tlieprotnoliwi of Trade. 
!Pbe " 5B(*ey'3lnialHgtmoar,"'Oir Weekly Advai-Hsements 
of HoTseS -wnA Sacond-liainfl 'Coaahes, 'to 'be 'bongllt -or sold ; 
cbatgedOneSliilting for the Notiftcalion ofS»leof a Hdrse 
or Coadi,; ■a^^lSjx^l>e1lce forlheRanewaL (1033) 
' 'JFeekllf Memiariafu, or aecoaxita of Books lately set Torflt 
tHitb ^KT acooQitts ceUting to ■LeaTneigby Atn^ority No. if. 
Uan. 19. 168S— 9— 

" *' This ia'ttife eartiwt specimen of -an 'Engliih Stvlrw.—TVe'Emilbiifsh 
Tbfieicer btgan'a few moniJls earlier." 

An Account iff the I*rocecdingS rif tlie Meeting oTthe Es- 
tates of Scotland ; Willi Libence. 'Pt/blishetl by Riciiaril 
Cliifrwill, at ttic Rose and 'Crown in St. Paiil's Chtrrdi-yartl, 
No. 1, March 25, 1689. 
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Iki) poprr, printtil on if 
Win'iiHdctnlie>lS»0 ; tml 
lion, conuitied oena ami aJ 
Rccompliahed in Scot land, I 



liair-iGcet, watcommuclby nii'liacdBald- 
ogither wilhllis-proceedlcgs of ilia Conven- 
e Revolution bad b«Mjj 
have teased in England. ,^| 



The London Mercury, 1691. 

Tbi Dith and seienih oumbers nf this paper were omamenied with ■ elf 
noOi wood-cut, lepresentiog an owl petclied on a raven, wjih the wordi 
■' Pnrpon, oiBmitofareallffir." {DoDbllcssa liil on DtsTos.) 

" By an adveni-fimenl in the Athenian GaieiLu. dated, Feb, 8, 169B, 
itafpian, thattha cofTee-houaegof londonhad then,(eicluEiveof the Kotii 
tj' Parliiiinfii evtiy ilcj.) iiint Kcusfopm ever) »etk. 

Dawlc's News Letter, [pn a type to imitaia IVriling,'\ 

No-. 1, Aug. 4, 1696i 

" This Ivtiet will be done upon good wnting-paper, sod^blankBpaes tl 
thitany gentleman may write hie own ] 
cdly exreed the best of the lurjttrn tittct, conlatne double the quaatiljr, ■ 
trad with abundance more eaac anit pleasure, and nlllbe uaeful to 
tti't yoilncfer sort In writing a curious hand." 

Tht Edinburgh Gazette, pnriteU by James Watson^ No, ] 



Feb. ! 



, I6i 



Aulliorof "The History of Printing." 
newB-notigetof Scotland, 19 Butter bad 
after having published 
/ohn Held. 

The last paper published 
was the Weekly Come<tT/,.as il ts < 
Houses in Londoii, it cominenced 



ind for several years, the 
lutlec bad been during a prior age. In ' 
ibers, be transferred the Edinburgh Gai 



London, in the 17th Centnf 
t^ daily acted at roost Coffi 
1 the 4th of May, 
Having ihtis closed with an outline of some of the ecc* 
tricitics of the times, I shall merely state that at the cold 
menCement of 1700, were ushered, in some papers of quits a 
e^traoFdiaary a character ; the following are the three fi 

The Dtitcb Prophet ; or, the Devil of a Conjn 
being infallible Predictions of what slialUiappen in am! aboni 
the Cities of London and Westminster, by Peter Nicholas 
Van-gria, late Superior of the College of Lapland 
Witches, a!^d CJiief Necromancer to the Dutch at Japt 
to be continued weekly. (1700) 

The Merry Mercury ; or, a Farce of Fools, No. 1 
2fl, 1700. 

The Infallible Astrologer, 1700. 



1 
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To these whimsies may ba added the Flyinj Post, ihe 
Farthing C/ironiqle, the Hatrpenny Journal, Tiie Penny 
Post, The Gramler, or Diogenes robbed of his Tub, The 
Satin of Gilead, or healer of Divisions. The MontAljf 
ff^edther PAptr; " being some ba rose o pica I Discoveries f rain 
■what part or parts of die comiioss the wind may he likely W 
blow ; with wiiat other sorts and -alteration of tUe weather 
■ i»(a.y be eipected every day and niglit." 

At tlie commencement of itie 18th Cuntury. Adver- 
Ments were inserted in the QJjserealor Reformed — Eiglit 
s for one sliilhng 1 

The following excellent plan was adopted in " T}ie Coantr.pi 
teKllei/tan'sCourant, on Saturday, October, 5, I7(t(i. 

" TliU paper tli« PraprJetors srflplcascil to ^>ve awajr eo lliii Hiy on1j , 
4httt tlie deiigD may be tlis Uetter baowa, ami tlie Bale encourageJ ai it de- 
noa^j tlia crowd of new3pap*ii that cojne o«). weekly, ll la hopeili 
ibu nia) find a^ favoiuable a rtoeplion ap any, qliea iu u^Fulaess is ii);hUy 
considered ; foi here llie reaUer is not oaly iliverLed with a faithful regittac 
oflhcmoiil rcmarkalile aail moineiitaijr Iransiicliaiu batii at Wins and 
abroad, which occur to ouc knolcJjfe in a week's tiini: ; but also « it)) ^ 
^lagraphicat deacription of Ilia oiatt matorial plauS'i ii^eHtioDcd in evcfy 
article of news ; wlieteby ha ia fieeil the Irouble ol laaking into* taapr or. 
books of geography r.ii bis-infocoiatioi], and hit reading u rendered eaiy , 
profitable, a,iid pleajjaat. Biisides tliid advantage, there are others. -lo bs 
coiisid«red forits iBcomraeuddtioQ ; fur. «a Ihs pajief contains all tl]M i*. 
afmomenlin all other newspapers that ara puUlshed every wc^k (which 
many gentlemen andothera have not ihs opportunity of seeing or perilling, 
filber because of (hair di-tlanca frum tliia City, of Lundoa, or tlia 
•Biergency of ibeirprjvalB affiirs, or liy reason of the charjeof llio severat 
newspapers and postage, which i» very oonsiderable) ; so it iskoped many 
giutlemeii will eacoutage tliia bo useful a Resign, eiitee do one oaaTcad 
bnt must understand, il being suited for the mtaaetit capaciiies' inaprove- 
ment and satisfaction, by obli^ng their frieadtiti the country with it, tha 
charge being no mure than id. per.j^per. And as proBiotion of trade iia 
mailer which ouglit in be entonraged, adi;ertLKni«uts will be taken iu by 
tUe publiihu hereof at 2d. per tioe." 

The following Anecdote of Abel Boyer, author of ihe 
^Tench Graimnar, French Dictionary, iSic. appears in liiscase, 
right and title, in writing of the " True I'ottboij," a News-: 
paper published in 1709. lie obseives, 
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" A}\ g^tlemcn, >bof -keepers, ruRee-niea, aad njLerg^wfaa will >t>iijl( At 
to cohtinue the ifue PosI Boy b; A. Bayer, are Uenired to gtve particulai 
direcliooa about it to tlie Hkwkeu thai serve them ; berause Mt. Roper ubS" 
all meari endEavoura to hinder its being dlBperaed., Mr. Haper. in partieu> 
Isi, aught' grarafully inreSecl, Ibat Mr-B«;fer ba^ v,fi\\ea lor biio, ' Th< 
Hiatory of King William,' in thiee Yulumet ; ' Seven. Voluiaes. of 1h< 
Quesa's AnaaU;' same other books; and the Fost-Boj for four jears i by 
all which he hu gat considerable ivms o! money- 

The Britisli Mercury, Ko. 1, Marcli 27, 1710. 



This paper was c^l 
wboappear to have 
which had been rnai 
"Ihe Company's Pg 
who had nubicribed 



.blithedbylhe first pmjectors of TTie Su» Fire Og!cti 
len lately purchased the interest of a preceding ollct 
iged by Mr. Foieu. — " In a few days," they stale, 
Lcies nit) be ready, and delivered griii!i to all persODi 



mr« their housas or goods ftom luu by Sre with the Compajiy nf London 
^Insurers, they dnly paying their quaiieriige aau'ual."-— The top Bf, the paper* 
isornanienled with a bold Siui, resembling the present badge of the Sun-fire 
oflice. — Ai No. 38, Ihey aJded the figure of Mercury. 

The Brilkh Mercury, No. l-;^, October 24. 1710, coiir 
tains a cutalogue of llie Newspapers, puUlisbetl in London on . 
each daj of the weak ; tha Kumhers wers— on lUtond^y 6, 
on Tuesday 12, on ^'ednesd^y 6, on Thursday 12, on FrU^^ 
day 6, on Saturday 13, in all" 55— 2 or 3 being ptrbllsli 
daily, and most of the others on alteriiate days. 

The Ertt's'i M«rctiry ; published, by tJie Compaq Q^d 
ipira-QfTtce in TlireadtisedlBTStreet, August 2, 17L2. 

It is worlliy of rsmark lliat on the 30lh of July I7I2, ' 
369, of the above paper wag published, apd was (h« h 
ning of a, new aeries occasioned Uj. 
'•TheSi^tiipZ)Hfi/,»"hlFhtnokpUceontha2ndnfAtig,17M,i»BaU 
E'lDgle iheete a-nd half-Jihecl^" uhich wa« eiUcndetl tn a. alieet ai 
and contains tu} intHH I ucToi^ hiHory of ^i-enspiipeiSi, aaioaexli^cuof which 
will nut.be inapplieablelutlia present »n>ale ; " ItdoMnol, appear tltallhit 
method of sjinading news in print waa,niuuli in use before ibe reign of luug 
Charles 1.; and even ;!iea it he^ iU beginning niiJi thoH calamities -wlach 
involved the whole nation, and, no duuhl, coninUiteil mneli tewanla itieni< , 
'J'lie Rebellion iheu set itl! i|i« prw^i M liberty ; and the two cuocending 
parlieB attacked one another as fiercely io paper, ag Uieji did iatbt-Seld. i 
Altrcurim Pofmcus. Mercvrim Auliru^, liiielligeiicei, and many more un- 
der several denominations, DewaM^t in, Ihe cities^ndlowna, as the bullets 
did in the open country. The KuloraliaD, biingin^ back t)ie blessing af 
peace, foretime put a peiiod to tliat disltmper, suppressing thai furious mn 
pf news tmd slander. The lamous 2Ii:dii\niaii was then the only news-mon- 
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geT,.s(ipp1;i9g Uie Xalion with bdibs intelligence, ^ to public ai^iirs, bj;, 
uTiLlenUttera. This furaished him witli s pleojirul maiiiteDanpe, and.satis' 
lied the tlien less cuiions people; nmbiag of tlmt nalure being jiet in priiil,, 
except. I lhini£. Fur some titne, a single paper, bjlbenameofininlffigmee. 
Id tbe jear 1655, Tht Londim Caiefie, nubliehed bj autlioiity, first ap- 
peaiediii the woilJ, and continued tbe only papet of thai sort ; till, about 
1677 or lST8,tbe old rerment beginning Ipivork uga^n in tlie nation,, those 
who desired to Increase it again levivedlhe dormaptplJCtic^or«Iajniuigtlie 
multitude by the help of ttie press, wliafein. lliey were not disagpoinled of 
Iheir expected iUic&is. King Charles II, having, in some measure, allay- 
ed tbi}S« signiis, a anilable stnp vme put to that exorbitant liberty oF printing. 
Tbe G*>tM agaiabspune the moat iegv<le[l, and, aa L lake it; Uie onlji ' 
news in vogue ; and 90 held on during the remaining part of that Frioca'ai 
leign and the beginning ol his auccessar's Some time liefor^ the UeyolutJD.p, 
tlie prem was again set to work ; and tuicb a furioua itch of novelty has aver 
since been, like epidemical distemper, that' it has proved liMal to many fami- ' 
yit^j the raeanest of shopkeepers and handicrafts spending whole days in ^ 
coffee-house*, to lie»r newsand taJVpoUiiclts, wUlBUheifiwiiias and, cl(il- 
dren wanted bread at home ; and, thp ir business bcingr neglected, tbev V^ft, . 
themselves at length thrustiato gaols, or forced In take sapcti^ary ia Ihe army. 
Jlcnce sprung llialjinnnndation of Postmen, Puilboi/ii, Ei^etiing Pusis, Sup' 
jiltiBOiU, DaiLif Caurantt, Ptnltilaiit PoiiftoT/i, amounting to 21 every week, 
besides many more whicli Inne >U)t auivived tcthla tine ; and besides tba 
C(se(tffwbicli^ tbe^sanctioii of publii) at^tbaniy ; and I'm Mtraf'!, only 
jntBodedfar anddeliveiwliaihow persons v{ht^eE(oad^or houses areiDSttFAd - 
|iy the Sun Ftre-otHce. Yet ha^ not all this variety bean sii^icient to ^li- 
ate the immodtirale appetite ot intelligence, without ransacking France, 
Holland, ami Elandein, whence the foreign mails duly furnish us with the 
Gasfttei or t'oiifaiifs. of Pftii*, . Br lUBals, Antwoi^, Amalerdttm, Hague, 
Rpuepdain, LBydeti,.tutd wni«. qtlteis notm. coediudii, beskles tba- Fnonoh 
and Hnllaml Gi(ie/lG«-a-lu?JUi|jii. The new d^ly imposed o.n printed singt^^ . 
B heels and half-shee la wil) doobilesgapaiewh^+lessfiBlhe nmnbef of English, 
newspapers; ani a {leace may perhaps he Fatal to such as survive the first 
blow.— Homevar, this Mercury may, in all likeliliood, aobsisl after Ibe sup; 
presiondFthe others above- menltoned, because, having never been designed 
for Dor exposed: to coimnon; sale, itsiteingdoBiiotaa much depend-on chance 
and the inconMant hujnso i a£ UieJmi'iiiHde. ftislftbehsliewd ibete will 
be insuring as long aa there ate jopila aod I ousc^lp-iowre ; apdtJHS QQicfi 
having met with sufficient encouragement, ngl toj]igesli(in ila eslali1i4>ni^n'i 
the Uerrui'V, which stands upon the same foundalion, may viell piomi« 
ilB«lf a eoQtlauanc^." 

Dr. Swift, in his Journal to Stella, thus notices the Stamp-duty : " GniS. 
llrail has bat ten days Id live; then an actof parliament takes place that 
fuiot it, by taxing; every balf-shmt a ball^>anny." Journal to Slelli, July 
^1 \l\^^-~r"Do yaii,'ki)pn thgi C-rub-itna a diail ud gone.latl wentrl-- ' 
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N» mora (toiU or murdari oon for loi» or moQflj. I plieil it close the 1>« 
foilnighl, uid pu]jlub»d >t least MUn pap«n of my own, besides aoine of 
«£her peapte'sj but ddv every i/ns'* htil/-iheel pays « halFpeony to the 
<iueen. The 06Mf ta lor b fallen ; the MnKejM are jumbled together with 
the Fijing Poil; the Eianiiur is deadly sick; ibe Sj«rt»(Dr teeps up, and 
doubles its price; 1 Voow not hovr long Lt will hold. Haveyou seen the rrd 
itontpllie papers ate marked with ; Mithinka the stamping is worth a half- 
penny." Ibid. Aiig.7,1712.— ThedutyfiratloekpUca Aug. 12, 1712; 
and on ih* same day in the yurlTflS was enlarged to two pknce. 

On the lath May, 1713—" The ReconaUer," publisheii 
two papers at once (a sheet and a half) ta evade the Stamp 
Duty. 

The ffUCorleal RegUter was published in 1717, at llie 
e$pence of the Sun Fire Office, it was an exr^llent work, and 
continued till )738. 

Having given the History oF Newspapers, I shall sum up 
this article with the remarks of Chalmers, and an extract 
from the Jate Bishop of CJoyne's (Wm, Bennel), Scrap book, 
which I have in my possession; many valuable extracts from 
which, will i h<)pe eaiicb my future pagee, 

Mr, Chalme lis 'Observes that it may gfMify -our national 
pride to behold that to the wisdom of Elizabeth, and the 
prudence of Burleigh, we owe the Iiitro.diiction of Newspa- 
pers, the First of which was called " The Slngfuh Mer- 
carie," and was printed during [he Spanish ^rniada, and 
is still preserved in the British Museum, beitig- dated 23n( 
July, 1558, iVoin 1358 to 1662, few of these publications 
peared ; but the Victories of Guslavus Adolphu^ having 
died the curiosity of out Countrymen, a Weekly Papei 
called " The JWw* qf ike present Week," was printed. 
After some time tiiis was continued tinder another title, and 
wltitnately it was succeeded by the German aiid StvedUh 
Jntelligenser, These papers were originally issued in 
the shape of Pamjahlete, and continticd to 1661 > — 
Roger L'Estrange, published — ^Tiie Public Intelligencer in 
tlic present shape of Newspapers, The Loiuion Gazette, 
was published in 1665, under the title of Oxford Gazette 
■ t having been prbted at Oxford during a Session of Parli 
inent helti there on account ofplagues then ragbg 
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don, and from this period it is curioui to trace ihe progreSr* 
sion and encrease of these interesting vehicles of in for mat ion. 
— From 1661 to 63, no less than 70 Papers were published 
under different titles, after the Revofution the Orange Intel- 
ligcnrer, appeared and thence to 1692, there were 26 diffe- 
rent others brought Forward. From an Advertisement in 
the -Athenian Gazette of >696, it shears that the Coffee- 
Housein London, were then supplied with 9 papers every 
week, exclusive of votes of Parliaments, but there is do men' 
tion of any one printed dail^. July IS, 19, papers were 
published, of which only the London Courant, was a daily pa- 
per in 17C4, 3 daily, 6 weekly and 3 new Evening papers 
every Week — in 1712, the number ofco pies issued fn England 
amounted to 15,005,760. The total number of separaCo 
papers publialied in Great Britain and Ireland, in 180S. 
was 215. 

Tlie following paragraph from the B^hop of Cloyne''* 
Scrap-book, states, 

"It is not generally known that it was m the reign of Anne, 
Ix)ndon first " enjoyed the luxury of a news-paper " everif 
datf;" that, in 1709 there was one daily paper, and tetmt- 
teen other papers ; tliat, in 1724 three daily papers were 
publialied, and eighteen othevpopers; that, in 1753 the 
number of news-paper» 9old in all England, according to 
an averageof three years precedimg, was 7,411, 757 ; that, 
at the close of the late reiga in 1760, it was 9,404,790^ 
that, in 1790, it was 14,035,639; in 1791, was 14,794,153: 
and in 1792, was 15,005,760. This fiwms such a pheno- 
menon of curiosity political and literary, of riches universally 
diffused, and of enquiry univer»ally awake, aa has not bee» 
paralelled in any other part of the world." 

I now conclude by observing that upwards of Five hun- 
dred different Newspapers and other periodicals, were pub- 
lished during the Eighteenth Century, under such a variety 
of heads and titles, that a concise Dictionary of themmay not 
he unacceptible to my readers, or to thefutwre Projector, who 
in coining a title — without having seen the following list — 
will on perusing it,find that there is scarcely any thing "Ne« 
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^M Trn<Ier the Sun"— for wc baye liad in various forms tlie— 


^^^BH 1 AdTanturei, Fluppei, 


Newi Letter, 
Observer, 


R«p«itoy, 

Reprisal. 


^^^^M .Mn'w,. 




Old Maid, 


Review. 


^^■Ir 


Gaielte, 


Olio, 


KLapsodisl, 


^^^n^ -«uu, 


Gattlloer, 


CWfc, 


Setrtige, 


^P ■Ap«i\<h 


CIolw, 




apaclalnc. 


■^ -A^T^. 


'Growler, 


■Paiket, 


Speculator, 


■ -mbw.. 


■OnnitDlcr, 


{■arm. 


spy. 


W Bachelor, 


Guard Uu. 


PatticlaD, 


Slaodard. 


^ SeteTiftor,. 


HWald, 


Paniot, 


Sludeni, 


.«rUon, 


Idler, 


Peeper. 


rBtirr, 


Censor, 




Pht^ii. 


San, 


^ -ChBispJon, 


iDt^^i^er? 


Pilot, 


Tiuiea, 




Intelli^ncer, . 


{■iain-Joaler, 


J--EleerapK, 


"'Clilren, 


Inspector, 


t'leiieim. 


Tatler. 


. ConnchBenr, 


-Ledger. i 


sPKlXngtl, I 


Tew. 


CorrespondBnt. 


Looter- on, . 


Post Boy. 


'rempler, 


.■Ctramnf. 


tover, ' 


'P<i« Mid, 


Tory. 


. Courier, 


Lounger, f 


■P ratter. 


V»liet. 


CtahlmBn. 


nulr.^ 


Projector, 


Volualeer. 


.Crtlit. 


KtiiOf. . 


Hromptw. 


W.»tifl*rer, ■ 


Daiile., 


Mercury, 


Ramlder, 




Diary, 


Mirror, 


Reader, 


Woe CD. tfnd 


Direclos, 


Moderator, 


Reconciler 


Badl<M.«lho». 


' Bo«ot, 


Monitor, 


Re^feler. 




E.aminer, 


News, HemenibrMjcei» 


A voice whispers me U) «toji'M tlus' World of iaventioB, 


even of Titles. 






- in -i 785. .Loi 


don oloire ^Hitfueea 10 d« 


y pBpeRi,.aiia 


9ipbichappear, eachl*r«e€vemngs-ina week, One Sunday 


Paper, and a great variety 'of Weakly MiBcellaneoua ; tk 


Cfiimtry Papers Were alsb very numerous. Awl as I Hhall 


bBrehftw Sngrafi m .my *' F^ty Yv<ri^ RecoUectimts." 


A list iroai 1 765, K» 18^5,* with Anecdotes respecting Neifi- 


papei-s, IS^offaxiws, BdviVw, JinvNuil JtegieievSjttatioihet 


^m Puljlieaiions, 1 *trali for the present only remark tdat 


^M -^" / have during ray Fifty Years vicissitudes, publisited 


H fetsides VQFioug Bot^s, Pamfiiitets, Ma^nes,'Reviews, &c., 


H the^(iee/-;iscr,lhe Gift('&e,tlie Mt^cury , tlie 0/io, the Peeper, 


H the J^A^reij;. the J*rese, the Remembrancer, the Speouiafor, 


H the VoLUNTEHR and tlie Times. And I «ohi VoLifSTEE it, lo 


H print for any person Uiat will employ antl pay me, any Work 


H divested of the pli^ue and .pestilence of Political party Spiril, 


H Il«%ious Controveisies, or private piciue," 


^^ *'• >= ■°'J 'ilention to gl,e a detailed libl of all the Kewspafer* of 


^H Bi|laad, Irehna-Bua ScoUana ; up lo tbs i;lose of tliis pUbUcatioii. W. 
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The detivatiuti of tlie word Pamphlet may be found in 
Minahere's " Guide to Tongues," fol. 16-27; in the Prelace 
to "Icon Libellorum;" Skinners Etym. Ling. Angl. fol. 
t671 ; and Spelman '3 Glossary. 

The word Pamphlet, or Utile paper book, imports no re- 
proachful character, any more than the word ffreai book ; 
siguifies a pasquil, as little as it does a panegyric of itself: 
is neither good nor bad, learned nor illiterate, true nor false, 
eerious nor joculiir, of its own naked meaning or construction ; 
but is either of themv according as the subject makes ihe 
distinction. Thus, of scurrilous and abusive pamphlets, to 
be burned in 1647, we read in Rushworth ; and by the 



name of PainjiJilel is the 
Huliiislicd. 

As for tlie antiquity of pxi 
able, whether the Art of Pr 
but even the adoption of the 



nofQm 



called ir 



raphlets, it is not only question- 
inting should set a bound to it, 
name itself, which yet I take to 
be more modern than that Art; fur I look upon them as the 
eldest offspring of paper, and to claim the rights of primo- 
geniture even of bound volumes, however they may be short- 
er-lived, and the younger brother has so much out-grown the, 
elder; iuaamueh as arguments do now, and more especially 
did in the minority of our erudition, not only so much more 
i-arely require a larger compass than pamphlets will comprise : 
but these being of a more ready and facile, more decent and 
simple form, suitable to the character of the more artless 
ages, they seem to have been preferred by our modest ances- 
try for the communication of their sentiments, before book- 
writing became a trade ; and lucre, or vanity let in deluges 
of digressory learning, to swell up unwieldy folios. Thus I 
fi'id, not a little to the honour of our subject, no less a pur- 
son than the renowned Kin^ Alfred, collecting his sage pre- 
cepts and divine sentences, with his own Royal hand, into 
" quaternions of leaves stitched together ;" which he would 
enlarge with additional quaternions, as occasion offered : 
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yet lie Memed lo keep liis collection so mucli vitbin the liH 
of a pamphlet size (howeTCr bound together at last,) t 
called it by the mime of liis Iiand-book*, because lie madeit 
Lis constant companion, and liad it at hand wlierever be was. 

It is 90 difficult to recover even any of our first books or 
Yolumes, which were printed by William Caitton, though it is 
certain he set forth nearhalf a hundred of them in folio, that 
it were a wonder if his pamplilets should not be quite lost. 
There are more extant of his successor Wynkin de Worde's 
printing in tlits lesser form, whereof, as great rsirities, I have 
seen both in quarto and octavo, though holding no compar- 
ison probably with those of his also, which are destroyed. 

The civil wars of Charles 1 . and the Parhament parly 
produced an innumerable quantity of these paper lanlhorns, 
as a Wit of that time called them, which, while they illumi- 
nated the multitude, did not always escape the flames them- 
selves. 

At this time might be mentioned the restleas John Lilbuine 
and the endless William Prynhe, who wrote in earnest, for 
both bled in the cause. There are near a hundred pamph- 
lets written by and concerning the first of these authors. — 
But, the labours of the last being unparalleled, I may here 
not improperly observe, that, during the forty two years 
was a writer, he published above a hundred and sixty pamp] 
lets, besides several thick bound volumes in quarto and foli 
all said to be gathered into about 40 tomes, and extant in 
Lincoln's Inn Library, I think the printed catalogue of his 
writings extends not in their whole number beyond one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight different pieces ; but Anthony Wood to 
above one hundred and fourscore; who also computes, lie 
must needs have composed at the rate of a sheet every day, 
from the time that he came to man's estate. 

This particular notice of our most voluminous Pamphleteer 
will lead us to a general review of the numerous produce 
of the press, during that turbulent series aforesaid, wherein 
he was such a fruitful instrument, to impregnate tJie same 
and promote the superfcetation thereof. For by the gi 
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lUectioQ of Pamphlets, which was made by Tomlinson tHe 
bookseller, fi'om the latter end of the year 1640 to the begin- 
bg of 1660, it appears there were published in that space 
near tliirty thousand several tracts: and that llietie were not 
the complete issue of that period, there is good pri.'Siitiiptiort, 
and I believe, proofs in being : notwithstanding, it is eni'iched 
with near a hundred manuscripts, which nobody (.ben (being 
written on dte side of UoyalLsts) would venture to put in 
I'shut ; the whole, however, for it is yet undispersed, ii; pro- 
t^ressionally and uniformly bound, in upwards of two thou- 
sand volumes, of all sixes. The catalogue, which was taken 
by Macmaduke Foster, the auctioneer, consists of twelve 
volumes in folio ; wherein every piece has such a. punctual 
register and reference, that the smallest e«cn of a single leaf, 
may be readily repaired to thereby. They were collected, 
no doubt, with great assiduity and expense, and not preser- 
ved, in those troublesome times, without greater danger and 
difficulty ; the books being often shifted from place to place 
■out of the Army's reach. And so scarce were many of these 
tracts, even at their first publication, that King Chudiis ]. 
is reported to have given ten pounds for only reading one of 
them over, which he could no where else procure, at the 

vner's house in St. Paul's Church-yard. 

By the munificence of lus Majesty Geo. 3rd. the British 
IMuseum was some years since enriched with tiiis most valua-. 
ble collection of 30,000 tracts, bound in 2000 volumes; 
100, chiefly on the King's side, were printed but never pub-^ 
lished, the whole was intended for Charles the First's use, 
carried about England sa the Purl lament- ax my m'drched, 
kept in the collectors warehouses disguised as tables covered 
with canvas and lodged last at Oxford under the care of Dr. 
Barlow till he was made Bishop of Lincoln. They were off- 
ered to ihe Library at Oxford, and at length bought for 
Charles IL by his stationer Samuel Mearne, whose widow, 
afterwards was obliged to dispose of them by lesve of the said 
King, 1634; b«t it is believed, they contiuued unsold till 
his present Majesty bought them, of Meariic"s riiprescnta- 
tives'. Jn a printed papsrjl h said the collector refused 
4000/. for them, 
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Out of this imiueiisc collection Rushworth ftirnished h 
self with authorities; and, if tl 
prevalent among tLem, we migLt still look .them over witil 
profit ; but they are too much spoiled by the canting divinig 
of the times, which eiuis not the present age. 
not been totally wanting in taste for these ephemerous prg 
ducuons, or of purchasers at an exlravagact price,, as. l.o 
Somers, who gave more lliaii 500^. for Tom Brifton 
smallcoal man's collection iu tjii^ way ; and Aiiihony C 
whose collection afterwards produced above 1800/, ; t 
ragement sufficient to iaduce other collectors to gathe 
the squalls of fate and chance may fhrow up. 

Dr. Francis Bernard, who was physician to King Jai 
JI. was a man of learning aud well verged in literary h 
He had the best private collection of scarce and curious boc 
that had been seen in England, and was a good jud 
their value. He died Feb. 9, 1697, in his 70tb year. 
Catalogue of his books, which were sold by aactiouj is i 
in 1698. The amount of lliis Auction (after deducting 4 
in the pound, which were the expenses of tlie sale( h 
1600/. a large sum in that time, when the passion for rail 
books was much more mod*;rate llian it is at present. 

Pamphlets have been the terror of oppression. Thus Phi-' 
lip the Second's wicked employment, treacherous desertion, 
and barbarous perseculion of his secrertary Antonio Perez, 
upbraids him out of that Author's Libritfo, through all EttH 
TOpe, to this day, Mjry Queen of ScoU has not yet § 
clear of "Buchanan's Detection." Robert Earl of Leio 
ter cannot shake off " Father Parsons's Green-coat. '■' 
George Duke of Buckingham will not speedily outstrip '"E 
Kglishams Foie-runnei of Rever 
Cromwell far from MUvni/ himself, at the pamphlet whicl 
argued it to be no Murder, lest it should persuade o&ers^ 
think so, and he perish by ignobler hands than his o 

Mr. Oldjs [hen goes into a mass of arguments and valu!^ 
b!c iuformatiun, but I shall close with one of hisarguEQenll 
iii favor of carefully j^esevcwg piimphlets " they stand % 
greater ueeil of such "care, than w riliiigs better secured b 
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their bulk and biadmg^ do. Many good old family book* 
are descended to us, whose backs and sides our careful grand- 

!s buffed and bossed and boarded against the teeth of 
time, or more devouring ignorance, and wliose leaves they 
guarded wjlji brass, nay silver clasps, against the assaults of' 

rm and weather. Dut these defenceless conduits of adver- ' 
tisement are so much more obnoxious, by reason of their 
nakedness and debility, to all destructive casualties, that it 
is more rare and difRcult, for want of a proper asylum, to 
meet with some tracts which have not been printed ten years, 
than with many books which are now more lliaii ten limei 
their age,'' 

Several scarce tracts, have been reprinted and their ideal ' 
value of course lessened, scarce tracts Jiave at all periods 

lught great prices, until reprinted. At the Auction of the 
Books of Mr, Charles Bernard, Serjeant Surgeon to Queen 
Anne, small tracts brought from 3 & 4 Guineas to 30f .• 

• Tho '' Spactiu delli Besta Tiiomfanle," by Jordano iiruno, an Italian 
albeitt, IS miJ in the Speclalor, No. 3B9, to liave sold for 301, Bui, by ■ 
priced Caiatogue qF tbis tale in Mr. Uiadley'a pa'^sesiiioti, it appears, that 
Ibc price actunlly given for it wa> tiveiity-ei^bt. It waa by Wallei Clave), 
I^q. Tlie xame copy became Bucueuively the property o! Sir, John Ni- 
rhal-, oFMi. Josapb Anies, of Sii Peter Dioiapaon, and of C. Tulel, . 
E-iq. among whose hooks it was sulJ by auctiua at Mr. Gerardt in Litcb- 
ficld-Blreel. A caUUgue of diaries Bernard, 1676, Is in lbs Sloone collec- 
tion. Ko. 1770 i an.l a Le'lei ol' Mr. Cbarles Bernard nays he waa not 
hitOKir witty ; hmbewas alleait the causeof witia otlierd." 



for some hne edUioiia of fine 'authors." Aiiil on the 39lh he adili " I 
walked lo-'lay ialo the ^'^J- '«'' '"'"•'^ '>> see the auction of poor 
CbarlsB Bernard's books. They were in the miildls of the Phy»c 
books, BO I bought 0006.1 and tliey ue ira dear, 1 believe I shall buy nana.'' 
A curious cir<:amsla,nce took place some years since, in the Sale of iba 
valunble Buuits oF J.— R.— , Esq. ; at Cork, in wliich I oHiciiled a^ 
AucnONEEK,— In the collection was a common Kdilioo, in a si ogle vol n mo, 
of Swirr's Gulliver's Travsla, which Mr. R_ purchased oF at) old Wom^n, 
n dealer in Bads and Books, to whom he gave about Eiglitu'en Pence for 
it : — tt contained aooie Manuscript Notes oF the Uean's — and when put up 
Sur Sale, a abarp contest took place, between my lale worthy friend Mi, 
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MAGAZlNis, REVIEWS, 

ANB OTHER PEUIODICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Among tlic most conspiciKius of tliese enteitaining and 
instructive sources of Literature, information, &c., tlie Gen- 
tleman's Magazine stands pre-emineot. It commenced in Jan- 
uary 1731 — and has sustained its high cliaracter and cele- 
brity upwards of a Century. Mr. Nichols in his Essays and 
Illustrations of the literature of the Eighteenth Century, in 
speaking of Edward Care, itsorigtnal projector, justly remarks 
that — 

The curiosity of the public seema to demand the history 
of every man who has by whatever means risen to eminence ; 
and few lives would have more readers than that of the Com- 
piler of The Gentlenatn'g Magazine, if all those who recei- 
ved improvement or entertainment from him should retain so 
much kindness for their Benefactor as to enquire atter his 
conduct and character. 

Edwaud Cave was born at" Newton in Vf^rv 
Feb. 29, 1691. His father was the youngest s 
Edward Cave, of Cave's in the Hole, a lone houa 
Street-r'iad in tlie same county, which took its n 
the occupier ; but, having concurred with his elder brother 
«a cutting off the iu'tail of a small hereditary estate, by which 
act it was lost from the family, he was reduced to follow in 
Rugby, the trade of a shoe-maker. He was a man of good 
reputation in his narrow circle, and remarkable for strength 
and rustic intrepidity. He lived to a great age, and was in ~ 
his laiter years supported by his son." 

I shall not attempt to follow Mr. N. in his long and truly 
interesting Biographical Memoir »ff Mr. Gave, of sixty 
pages, but merely state that he succeeded in his scholastic 
duties amidst the severities imposed upon him, from a youth- 
ful irolic. Ha successively became Exciseman, then 
an assistant to a Timber Merchant, and subsequently a " 
Printer, and Editor of a Newspapoi- at Norwich ; and after-j, 
wards Clerk of Franks in the Tost Office ;- 
mUted— 
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'.'.He often acted with great spirit andfirmneBs; and often 
stopped franks whicL were given by Members of Parliament 
to their friends, because he thought such entension of a pe- 
culiar right illegal. This raised many complaints; and 
having stopped, among others, a frank given to the old 
Duchess of Marlborough by Mr. Walter Pluramer, he was' 
cited before the House, as for breach of privilege, and accu- 
seds! suppose very unjustly, of opening letters to detect them. 
He was treated with great harshness and severity ; but de- 
clining their questions by pleading his oath of secrecy, was 
at last dismissed. And it must be recorded to his honour, 
that when he was ejected from his office, he did not think 
himself discharged from his trust, but continued to refuse to ' 
liis nearest friends any information about the maQagemeut of 
the office. 

"By this constancy of diligence, and diversification of em-" 
ployment, he in time collected a sum sufficient for the pur- ' 
chase of a small printing-office, and began The Gentleman m 
Magazine, a periodical pamphlet, of which the scheme is 
known wherever the English language is spoken. To thii 
undertaking he owed the affluence in which he passed the latf ■ 
twenty years of his life, and the fortune which he left behinil 
hira, which, would have been larger, had he not rashly and " 
wantonly impaired it by innumerable projects, of which I 
know not that one ever succeeded. 

The Gentleman's Magazine, which has already subsisted 
over a Century, and still continues equally to enjoy ■ 
l!ie favour of the world, is one of the most successful waA ' 
lucrative pamphlets which literary history has upon record, ' 
and therefore deserves, in this narrative, particular notice. 

" Mr. Cave, when he formed the project was far from ex- , 
pecting the success which he found ; and others had so littk . 
prospect of its eonsatjuence, that, though he had for scts- ' 
ral years talked of liis plan amongst printers and booksel- 
lers, none of them thought it worth the trial. That they 
were not restrained hy their virtue from the execution of 
another man's design, was sufficiently apparent as sooa aa t 
that design began to be gainful ; for in a few years a multi- 
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tude of Magaziiiea arose, and perislied ; only T}t£ London 
Magazine, supported by a poivcrful association of booksel- 
lers, and circulated will) all the art, and all the cunning of 
trade, exempted itself from the general fate of Cave's in- 
vaders, and obtained, though not an equal, yet a eouslde- 
rablesalet." 

Cave now became anibitioui ami began to aspire at popu' 
larity, proposed prizes for Poems, and continued to improTe 
his Magazine — Dr. Samuel Johnson describes hira as a man 
of large stature, healthy, strong, and active, of nn- 
common perseverance and resolution, neither fatigue o 
pense retarded him — Dr. J. says " He was a friend i 
easy and constant, than zealous and active ; yet many it 
ces might be given, where both his meney and his diligence 
were employed liberally for others. His enmity was in like 
manner cool and deliberate ; but, though cool, it was insidi- 
ous, and though deliberate, not pertinacious, 

' His mental faculties were slow; he saw little at a tim 
but that little he saw with great exactness. He. was long 
finding the right, but seldom failed to find it at last. K 
afFections were not easily gained, and his opinion not quickly 
discovered. His reserve, as it might hide his faults, con- 
cealed his virtues ; but such he was, as they who best knew 
him have most lamented." 



.sta^H 
gence ^^ 
i like 



" ) The Intention of ll>is new apeuiea of paUicalia* may lie EonaidBreil 
ai lomething of an epoch in the Lilersrj lIJEtory of this Country. Tha 
periodical publii^allans before thai timen-ece slmOBt n holly confineil to po- 
litical transactions, anJ to foreign and d^meatic occurrence But the 
Magniine) have openeil a way for every kind of enquiry and inrormatioa. — 
The intelligence and diuusaion contained in them are very eitensive and 
various ; and they have heen the mean^ of ditfusitig a general habit of 
reading through the Nation ; which in a certain degrea, hath enlarged tha 
publiciinderstandinj. Many young Aulhoia, who have afterwards risen to 
considerable eminence in the literary world, have here niide their first at- 
tempts in composition. Here too. are preserved a multitude of curious and 
useful hints, and observationi. and facts, vhich otherwise might have never 
appeared ; or, if they had appeared in a more evanescrnt form, would have 
incurred the danger of being lost. If it were not an invidious task, the 
history of them would be no incurious or unentertaining subject. The 
Magarines that unite utility with entertainment are undoubtedly prefers 
to those (if then havt Iten any such') which have only a view to idle ■ 
frivolous amusement " Dn. Kmiil 




( ^^7 ) 

From t!ie lime of Mr. Cave's first conneclioii witU the 
Newspaper at Norwich, he had conceived a strong .idea of 
the utility of publishing tlie Parliamentary Debates; He 

d an. opportunity, whilst engaged in a situation at the Post- 
OfEce, not only, as stated by Dr. Johnson, of supplying his 
Londoafriends with the Provincial Papers : but he also con- 
,trifed to furnish the Country Pfiuters with those writte.n 
Minutes of the Proceedings in the Two houses of Parliament, 
vthich within my own remembrance were regularly circulated 
in the Coffee-houses, before the Daily Papers were tacUJij 
perinilted to report the Debates. 

The Orders of the House were indeed regularly repeated, 
^and occasioaally enforced; and under these, in April 1723, 
,Afr. Cave experienced some inconvenience and expense, 
having been ordered into the custody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
for supplying his friend Mr. Robert Raikes with the Minutes 
«f the House, for the use of the Gloucester Journal. After 
fi confinement of several days on stating his sorrow for the 
offence, and pleading that he had a wife and family who 
suffered much by his imprisonment, he was discharged with 
a reprimand on paying the accustomed fees. 

In this year Mr. Raikes again incurred the censure of the 
House by repeating his offence ; but Mr. Cave was at that 
time out of the scrape. 

The plan of inserting a regular scries of the Parliamentary 
Debates b the Gentleman's Magazine, was a project which 
'Mr. Cave had long in contemplation before he had ventured 
lo put it in practice. At length in July 1736, he boldly 
'dared ; and his method of proceeding is thus related by Sir 
'John Hawkins : 

"Taking with him a friend or two, he found means to 
.proGore for them snd himself admission into the gallery of 
jlie House of Commons, or to some concealed station in the 
other House ; and then they privately took down notes of the 
several 3p«eches, and the gen nral tendency and substance of 
Ihe arjuments. Thus furnished. Cave and his associates 
jRIQuld adjourn l^-o a ncig;hbourIng tavern, and compare and 
adjust tjieir notes; by means whereof, and the help of their 
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raemories, ttiey became enablctl to fin at least ihe subBtann 
of what they liacl so Intcly heard and remarked, T 
cing this crude matter into form was the work of 
day, and of an abler hand ; Guthrie, ihe Historian, 
for the booksellers, whom Cave retained Tor the purpose."— 
But these Debates were not given till the Session was ended; 
and then only wilh the initial and final letters of eacH 
Speaker. 

Thus-far all werit on smoothly for two years ; till on the 
13th of April 1738, a complaint beiiig made to the House; 
that the publishers of several written and printed News-Let- 
(ers and Papera had taken upon them to give accounts, 
tlierein of the Proceedings in the House; it was Resol- 
ved, " That it is a higli indignity to, and a notonoua bi 
of the Privilege of this House, for any News-writer, 
t«rs or other Papers (as iVlinutes, or under any other denO^ 
aitnation), or for any Printer or Publisher of any printed 
News-paper of any denomination, to presume to insert in tho 
said t-etters or Papers, or to give therein, any account of the 
Debates, or other Proceedings of this House, or any Com- 
mittee thereof, as well during the Recess, as the Silting of 
Parliament.: and tliat tins PlbuBe will proceed with 
utmost severity against such offenders." 

Some expedient was now become necessary; and the c 
/iort (not the aijiifi/) of Cave suggesting Vo him a popul^ 
fiction ; in June 1738 he prefaced the Debates by what h 
chose to call " An Appendix to Captain Lemuel GuIUm 
AccountoF the fUmou» Empire of EiHtput;" and the p 
ceedings in Parliament were given under the title of "Gebat« 
in the Senate oP Gfeat Ulliput." 

Not ihinklng'himself^ howeverperiVotly secura, even byH 
total concealment ofthe speakers^he did not venture to p 
his own name to the Title-pages of, Hie Mbgastne ; bnt pulM 
li»hed them under the name of one of his nephews, " Bdwartt 
Cave, jimbr ;" which was continued till 1752. In the fcU 
lowing year he again used hit own name; an 
Debates, as at iirst, with the initial and final letlois,: 
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Sl new eera iii politickt, occasioned by the motioa to re- 
moj€ the Minister Feb. 13, P40-1, bringing on much 
•wander Debates, required ** the pen of a more nervous wri- 
^r than he who had hitherto conducted t^em ;*' and ^' Cave, 
c^smissmg Guthrie, committed the care of this part of his 
jDOtonthlj publication to Dr. Johnson '^" who had already given 
ample spec^o^ens of his ability. But the Lilliputian disguise 
was contiaued, even beyond the period of Johnson's Pebates;; 
which^ as has been authenticated by his own Biary, began 
Nov. 19, 1740, and ended Feb. 23, 1742 3. And these 
Debates, which, every competent judge must allow, exhibit 
a memorable specimen of the extent and {>romptitude of 
(Johnson's faculties, and which have iuduced learned foreign- 
en| to cQO^pare British with Romau elo^^^uence, were hastily 
sketched by Johnson while he was not yet 32, while he had 
little acquaintance wHb life and while he was strugglinj^, 
^t for distinction, .but existence." 

From the success of the Gentleman^ Magazine, which 
commenced in 1731 ; the London Magazine made its ap- 
pearance in 1732, and numerous others soon followed; th^ 
'Universal commenced in 1747, the Literary in 1756, the 
Oxford in 1769, the Town and Ckiuntry in the same year, 
tha Lady's in 1770, the Westminster in 1772, and the Euro- 
pean in 1782. — Several of the above reigned over half a 
1Ca&iury ; and the Lady's Ms^ajsine continues to the present 
liayi* The Gentleman's and the London Magazines were re- 
printed almost verbatim i^ Dublin, some years previous to 
th|9 Union ; but strange to say (without adverting to the pre- 
aeni) no periodical work appears to have succeeded there 
4bt any great length of time, except the old '* Hibernian 
Magazine," of Walker's, which was perhaps mferior to all 
the rest. 

^e London Magaaine continued Fifty-one years and [was 
n|ways published by the highly respected family of the Bald- 
Via's, it was discontinued in 1783, and after a lapse of thirty 
•^yen years, a branch of the same family, took it up and 
jsesumedthe same title pf ''The London Magazine" in 182Q, 
Jt was ablyconducted, at a vast expence, and succeeded to 
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some extent, but tlie great tact and iniprovemenl which h 
previously taken place in this specieB of Literature, togetli^ 
with tlie field being pre-oecupied for 25 years by PhHltpa'% 
MotithI// Maga;v'Me, which was followed by a combii 
talent \a Colbum's N'erv Monthly, and the palm further caj 
ried by tlie transcendent qualities of Blackwood, (all < 
which continue their station) it is not a circumstance of sih 
prize that its success, was not commensurate with its e4 
pence; Mr. Baldwin therefore discontinued or I belieTC t 
posed of it. It contained a number of well-writteii articled 
among others " Wine and Wallnots" which were 1 beliert 
published afterwards in a different furm, with success, 
the course of publication of the Magazine, a truly unfoifl 
tiinate event took place, between Mr. John Scott, its origiaa 
Eclitorand the Editor of Blackwood's Magazine: Mr. Scot^ 
was an ingenious Writer, and, as was subsequently staled tj 
the Magazine itself, it appears — " Afler tlie restoration of iKj 
royal family he went to France, and on his return pnblisheij 
" A visit to Paris in 1314, being a review of the moral, pola 
tical, intellectual, and social, condition of the French Capi 
tal." Ha was also author of Paris revisited in 1SI.5, by w 
of Brussels, including a walk over the field at Waterloo, * 
and " The House of Mourning " a poem on the Death < 
Ills Son — In January 1820, he commenced the publication oi 
the London Magazine, which he conducted with great sii 
cess till the beginning of the following year. His remarks ■ 
»iome articles in Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, havii 
given offence to the Editor of that work, a quarrel look places 
and Mr. Scott, after having refused the challenge of th«| 
individual whose displeasure he had provoked, was wounded 
in a duel with a friend of that Gentleman on the IGth Feb 
1821, and he died a few days after, leaving a widow and twol 
cluldren. A Volume of observations during a Journey o 
the continent appeared after his death." 
REVIEWS, dc. 
7he Monthly Heview, commenced on the 1 st of May 1 7-iS(! 
the following account of its original projector and propiiel6ff 
will be found interesting. 



RALPH GRIFFITHS, ESQ. LL. D. 
(From J^uihoWt Anecdotes.) 

Tliii gentleman, who was born in the year 1730, wat the 
oriijinal institutor of " The Monthly Review ;" _wbicli, with ' 
unremitting perseverance, he conducted 54 yeara, assisted 
only by his son in the latter period of his life. , 

The First Numlier of the Review was published In May 1749, at Tht • 
JDunciaii in St. Paul'a Church-yiri], whence in 1754 the Publiiher r«mo*«d - 
to Paternoarer-row, and in IT59 into Ihs StcaDd, alill rsluaing tlie alga of 
itiE Dunciad. In ITG4, the name nf Mr. Bediel lirtt appeand ia lh« tilli 
P*ge- 

Oneofbis earlieal coadjutors was Dr. Itow, wlio has the credit oF ha via; 
wiitlen Ihe iirst article in that valuable work. lie was ihafriaad ani 
counseUur of Andrew Millar ; and is Ihue noticed by Ihe He*. D. Lyioni : 
" Dr. Rose, a man of amiable manners, and much esteemed in the literary 
world, had bi>en for about 30 yean an inhabitant o\ Chiswicl \ nhere h« 
kepi an academy. He was author of a well-lcnovin traostation of Sallust, 
and editor of several useful compil aliens in Latin, French sad English. 
His able criticisms greatly contributed lowatda eitablishing the credit of th* 
Monthly neviBW, in wbiebhewasoneof Ihaearlieat wrilfra. Dr. Row 
was born in the county of Aberdeen ; he died the 4th of July, 1786, aged 
(i7. The followinglinea to his memory, written by Arthur Murphj, Edi- 
are ioMTted upon hia lomb ; 

*' VVboo'eithou art, frith silent fuolslspi tread 

Jbe hallow 'd mould where Roae reclines his head. 

Ab! let not folly one kind tear deny. 

But pensive pause where truth and honour lie: 

His, the gay wltllial fondafleclion drew \ 

Oft heard, and oli admir'd, yet never knew^ 

The heart thai raelled at another's grief; 

Jbehanilinsecretlui bestow 'd reliefi 

Science unlinc tut' J wlUi ihe jilde of schools. 

And nallvegoodnMsf m from formal rules ; 

With leal through life hatoil'.! in Learning'a caneCj 

But more, fair Virlne lo praiDOl^ thy lawe; 

His every action sought the Doblesl end, 

'J'he tender husband, father, brother, friend. 

Porhaps e'er now, from yonder realma of day. 

To his lo'^d relatives he lenija a ray ; 

rUas'd to behold dlTeclions like Iiii own 

With mill duly raise this votive stone." 
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Dr. Griffiths nat a itaady advucala uf iiterature ; a Gria 
friead, a cordial lovei of the eajoymeDts of domealic happi- 
ness, and a zealous and saccessfui pronioter of the charms of 
■Dcial intercourse. 

A portiiiil of Or. Ciifliilu iigivsn ia tbe Caraptui M«^iiae f*i 
Jaamry 1B04, with the fellowiag bipgnphkit notice : 

" In cootcmpUling the Pocirait of Ihib Gentltiatui, in whou cliincter 

■nJuilry and iagcDaily wens in m eminenl tk;p«c combined, there ii oni 

I ^ueatiun very aciUr&Hy suggested to evny liEemry aind ; and tliU a. How 

it b3LsknDwD,(ir{ememlieri,iheorigiDiJ? Aad thii leide tot he refl«c- 

<litii, that luB qame has b«aa bafara Qiir eyes as far tiack as relioepectioEi cii 

ireiph, uihe Pu^liihei tnd I'rvpcietin' u( Iht ^cmlhly Kexiew. 

.er« was an isevln eitihUiibed Literary Review ii 

[ Great Britain ; oar was the Monthly Iteview vary successful on iti bit 

puUlin^on. Sereral time) it w«E about tq be abjiidoncd, iu Dr.Grifiiiti 

r 4l|en lolJ hii Mends } bul patience, peraevcr^aeg, auJ attentioa, suttnuui|t- 

•d «ve[y obstacle, and profiled it it &sm esULIialimea|. 

OflUe Literary JoDmats which preceded it, I bo fujlawing ii^ accurat* i 
Kit as we can at present obtain : t, Alemoira ijf L'teratare, S vol*. Svd, 
[ I72i. 2. New Memoirs of f,lter«gte, by Michael d« la Roche, begun 
( January 1735, and ended December L72T,6val9, 3. Present Slate nf 
the Republic of Letters, by Andrew Reid, began Jaouary 1728, ended 
1736 18 vail. 4. Uistsria Literiria, by Archibald Bower, begun 1T30. 
aadedI732, 4 vols, 5, lliitoty oF tbe Works of the Learned, begnn Ji- 
■iuary1737, ended Juna 1743, t3 vols. 6, Liientry Jaurnal, printed al 
Pahlin,bc^np(;toberJT44,aDdendedJune ]74»,$ vols.— The Monthly 
iUviaw (allhongh it has, perbape, Foi what might be deemed the morality 
of criticism, tilieii too raueh the colour, asits authors adopted too much Iht 
pulsions of the limes) has been oniformly euccesiCiil ; and it has also tliit 
lingular cirenmstancc attending its introduction, that it came into the world 
almost UB-anoouBced. Ib coQLTa diction to the promiEea. parade, and ver- 
bosty, which are generally the precursors of periodical works, the l« o first 
lines ofun advertise me nl, which scarcely contains twenty, most truly state, 
that " Undeilalimjs which, in their execution, carry the designation of 
their age, need very little pielace."-7-" At tills peiiod tile tientleman'f 
MagDiinc occasion ally noticed works of genius; but much more frecjuent 
ly those of a political or party tendency, in which all i4ib world knows that 
^eDius is the last thing expected, or perhaps admired : yet what might be 
termed a regular Review was untnowB in this coBnlry. it is true, that 
early in the eigliteenlh century b publication of this nature, entitle J, " Ilia 
present Stale of the Republic of Lellerj," was atteinpleJ; but, probably 
owing to the extensive nature of its plno, which inclndes abridgemcnls ra- 
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.opious, pompous. 



id florid title-pages, though reprobated by Svri ft; ridiculed by Arbulhnor, 
id cautiouily Uinche'I by every respecfible author, Irad yet. in dtfiiUJt 1 



cMMnon aijim, atitaiD«l ilioi fciniL^r pturkl inleTaiioD iliat vt ofKfi >e» 
givan to things of Ftr f;reiter impiitancs'i 90 Ihit a prudant person vranld 
bare been as diSidenI of judj.'ing of ihe conteoUuf a book fiom the title, u 
it would af taking Ihs cliaracter oflliow eKallei! perionages, nliocK names 
weie generally the piecureors Id mort soJiif roatter Trom Iha didication. 

This kind of titulary puffinp, which, it is said, used tb pot Johnny B«ibe» 
ao-ntuchouc ofleinjKr, that he wh ready to tmn an aubor oat of hi* 
shapif the fraiilispiece of his laanuicript exceeded the boundii DfrnDderi- 
lion, had not passed unobserved by Mr. Griffilhs ; and it is very pmbible, 
thai 3 desire to repress it first gave him the ideaof the Monthly K«Yiev iM 
he laya, ID theadvettiement alluded to, " The abuse of title-pages is oh- 
Tiouslyconie toauch a pasi, that fewieadera care to lake in » book, anj 
more than a servant, without a character." 

■■ Of either the literary lift or domestic habile of Dr. Griffith's, liltlfeuH 
prtsent known ; which circunalance «e ^KMild hment aa a misfortniie, 
wBie we not in forme], that it is the inlentioa of his son, who at prfttent eoU- 
dacM the Monthly Review, to publish bis Merooira. 

" When we observe thai, but for this intimation, we should lament eur 
want of materials as a misfortune, it arises from our reBection, that in lh» 
variety o f situations where this venerable critic and valuable member of sd~ 
eiely hasresidM, fhjm Che Bimriad'in 3(, Paul's ChBhcVysirf, 1T47, to Iha 
Dunciad neai Catherine-street. ITTB, nherewe perfectly remember his shop- 
Id be a favourite lounge of the )ate Dn GiASanuiit, he must ha»B beconta 
acquaiated with more characters, aaecdote*, and circumMaiice. nany of 
wliich we hope he has preserved, than perhaps any other Crilia from Dioni- 
ysius of Halticaroussus, who, we gather from Potybius and others, was th* 
first Reviewer, downward, or indeed any other person of the bibliopoiicali 
or literary professions, 

" Dr. Gritr^h'i. retired frotti his pubUcHtnalioB to- m.booliE*ll«T to itudttk 
more congenial to his disposition about thirty yenrrsince-i" 

Dr. Gi i£B.ths died at Turtiliam Green, in the B3d jnv ot 
bis age, Sept. 28^1803. 

It has been- aefterted that MY. Griffith's tli!>pose<t ofBtnalt 
shanes of this great Work in its earlier days, when it was not 
SQ eminently Euaccssfiil, biitthatheliad fVom time to tine re- 
purcliased all of them and reflfised aFortnuefroni' the Work 
which ao much distinguished liis assiduity, and Industry. ] 
think the first number was published at so.l&w a price as Six- 
pence,, and contained a Review of'Only two or three acticlea., 
1 have known it for 50 years, and remember it ibr some time- 
at the published prices of owe sJrilling, one shilling an il! si*- 
pence, two sbillings, and lastly at two ahillinga and Bix-pence-.. 
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It DOW forms nearly Two hundred volumes, and n 
cured at e moderate price, in coDiequence of id 
L "dem Rivals — the Edinburgh and London Quarterly ind 
r 'other Reviews, in wliicli to much talent is displayed, iind 
b ^ great a compelition exists. 

The Critical BevUm commenced in January 1756, and 
^ Continued to succeed for more than half a Century. — Jolin 
'Reinliold Forster, the celebrated Navigator, was employed 
upon it when in England; a short Biographical Memoir of 
-this extraordinary man may not be un-acceptable to my rea- 
ders. Mr. NiclioU gives a long and interesting account ot 
Lim, with an extensive list of his various works ; but, Mr. 
Gorton has given from ^iiin, and the Biog- L'oiv. the fol- 
lowing more concise outline : 

" John Reinhold Forsler an emfnent writer on natural his- 

[ tory and geograhpy, was bom in 1729 at Dirschan, in Poliah 

^^nissia, where his father was burgomaster. Afler previous 

I rtudies at other places he entered the university of Halle, in 

■]|J>7-18, where he attended to theology and the oriental langua- 

Tiges. In 1751 he became a minister at D^ntzic, whence in 

E 4753 he removed to Nassenhuben. Here he devoted his lei- 

' tore to the acquirement of a knowledge of philosophy, geom- 

nd mathemiitical science, which were bis favourite 

K pursuits. Having married his cousin Elizabeth Nikolui, and 

^.^Ending his income too small for his family, he accepted 

■ of going to Russia to superintend the new colonies at 

V. He was however disappointed ofthe Kiluation, and 

• afler having refused advantageous offers made him by the 

lAcadcmy of Sciences at Petersburgh, and by that of Moscow, 

Jie removed to England. Here he became teacher of French, 

German, and natural history at the dissenting academy at 

.Warrington. This place however he soon left, and went to 

•London, where he resided in very confined circumstances till 

J772, when he accompanied Captain Cook in hb second 

voyage round the world, as a naturaliu to the expedition. 

Jlis son, a youth of seventeen, was his companion. On his 

n to England in 1775 the degree of L.L.D, was conferred 

& hira by the university of Oxford ; and he might probaUj 
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rperienced the beneficial patronage of tlie English go- 
nt, if he had not given offence by publishing an ac- 
count of the voyage under the name of his son, in evasion of 
an express agreement which he had made previously to the 
undertaking. This work also abounded with observations 
iinTavourable to the government by which the writers had 
been employed, and to the naval officers and others ; render- 
ed Forster's situation unpleasant in this country, and after 
itniggling with poverty and distress for some time in Lon- 
don, he fortunately received an invitation to become profes- 
sor of natural history at Halle in 1780. He was also ap- 
pointed inspector of tlie botanical garden at that place, 
where he continued till his death, December 9, 1798. He 
translated a great number of books of travels into the German 
language, and published a " History of Voyages and Dif- 
coveriea in the North," 4to ; and other original works," 

'^ Percieal Stockdale, of Branxton, in Northumberland, a 
of various occupations; was also employed on the 
Critical Review. He was sent to Scotland for education, 
and studied at the university of St. Andrews, where he grad- 
uated, but afterwards embraced a military life, and served 
abroad. 

His predilection for the Army at length gave way to cir- 
cumstances, and on his return to England he recurred to the 
line of life for which he had been originally designed, and en- 
tered the Church in 1759; settlingin the Metropolis, he con- 
tinued to support himself by combining the profession of an 
Authorwith that of his adoption, 'till an opportunity offering 
in the royal Navy, — he again entered the service, in capa- 
city of chaplain to a King's Ship, and eventually obtained 
the livings of Long Houghton and I^sbury in his native 
^•ountyL He was a tolerable Critic, and published a series 
Lectures on the Poets," an '■ Essay on the Ger 
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Pope" — and a Biographical Memoir of Waller," besides a ^1 

volume of miscellaneous poems of no great merit, and a few ^^ 

Sermons adapted for the NaVy. lie also wrote his own life ^^ 

MMrith a surprising degree of vanity and self-sufficiency— His ^| 

^B^th took place at the Rectory House, in Long Houghton ^| 

Ha 1811." ■ 
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Tlie Critical Review was commenced by Mr. Archibfdi 
Hamilton, and printed by himabout 50 years. — Mr. Nichol 
gives the following account oFhim. 

MR. ARCHIBALD HAMILTfWJ, 

a native of North Britain, was bred to the profession of ff 
Printer at Edinburgh ; but quilted that city in 1736, after 
tlie riots occasioned there by the popular vengeance against 
Captain Porteus ; in which he was in some degree implicated, 
by having been present at tJie illegal execution of that unfor- 
tunate culprit ; whose melandioly history may be found iiV 
the Gentleman's Sfiagazine, and in the other periodical pubM 
Hcations of that period. ^ 

On his arrival in London, he 6ad the gOod fortune to 6e*! 
come associated with the late Mr. Strahan ; whose printings 
office he for some time superintended in the capacity of prin- 
cipaF manager. But this was not a Held wide enough for his^ 
talents, or his ambition ; and'he very soOn commenced bn si- 
nes* on his ovrtt accoimt ; which he carried on with great 
success for many years. A'mongst other fortunate con- 
Aeiiions, his acquaintance with Dr. Smollett was not the 
feast ; whose History of England alone proved a little for-' 
tune both to the Printer mid BooksellcF, as welt as- the Att^ 
thor and Stationer. 
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In I'T56, with tile assistance of Dr. Smollett, and ol 
literary friends, he commenced the " Critical Review 
which',- aided afterwards by the critical acumen of the Rev.i 
Joseph Robertson, he carried ou with considerable success to 
the time of his dealh. For a few of the last years of Lis life- 
he was a partner with Mr. Jackson of Oxford in the Univer- 
sily press ; but, at the same time, relieved himself from the 
more immediate labour of personal attendance in his printing 
oIHce, by purchasing a villa at Ash in Hampshire, in the 
neighbourhood of Farnfiam, to whiclL he frequently retired. 
He had also a town residence in Bedford-row, where he died 
March 9, 1793, in his 74th year. 

Mr. Hamilton was also Priijter of the Ladies and Towi* 
& Country Magazines, the New Annual Register and a vast 
mimber of extensive Works for his friends the Rolunson-'s*. 
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The London Reekn; by Dr. Kenriek, cotnraeaced in 
' 1.77-5, and continued to be published till tlie Eleventh Vo- 
Jume, by my old Master, Evan's ; I have before noticed 
both, and it has been acknowledged Uy the Editors of the 
■ Monthly Bcvieye, and of the Enci/clopaedia SrUannira, 
;that the London Review contained many critiques of merit, 
J3ut it was contaminated by jiersonftl Bjali^nity, and a vitu~ 
■perative sty^e. 

Kearick died in 1779, less lamented than he might have 
■been, had 4ie exerted the talents which he possessed in a 

P manner more honorable to Literature, and in con side ration 
lof the cl aims and feeUngs of others.. 
.\f aty 8 Seoul K, cQiiimeticcd in 178'i, aud continued for 
atout four years only, it was conducted eoldy liy Paul 
Henry Maty, who was born in 1745. 

"He received his education at Wealminstor school, and 
Trinity college, Cambridge, wiiere he-took thedegrec of M. A. 
and obtained a travelling fellowship. He touk orders in the 
church, hut afterwards resigned the clerical office, and de- 
dicated his tinje to literary pursuits. He was aissistant libra- 
rian at the British Museum, and ^c^ ^ time foreign secretary 
to the Royal Society ; but lie relinquished -that situation in 
consequence of a dispute with Sir Joseph Panks. In Ja- 
nuary 1782, he commenced the publication of a monthly 
critical Journal, called, " The New Review, " which he con- 
ducted with greatspir-itand ability, unassisted, for four years; 
but his unremitted application injured Jiis healtli, and even- 
tually caused his death, which took place in 1787. He , 
translated baron Riesbeck's travels into Englisb, and a pos- , 
thnmous volume of his sermons was published in 1783." 

Dodslet/'a Annual Renter — TJiia well known A^'ork, 
commenced in 1758, at the su^estion of the Right Honor- 
able E'lrniind Burke, whose " Essay on the Sublime and 
Beautiful, from the elegance of its language, and the spirit 
of Philosophical investigation displayed in it, raised him to ihc 
first cln^s of writers on taste and criticism, and introduced 
iiim to Sir JoshuaReynolds, Dr. Johijson, and others. From 
the commencement of the Anniml llc/fister, he took npon 
4vmself the composition of the historic^ part which he con- 



J 



( 168 ) 

tinucd for a number of years lo the great benefit of that pub- I 
lication," nhich Lai conliiiuecl, with uiiittoiiaiahed repuC^ 
to tlie (irescnt period. 

Tlie NeiB Annual Rerfister, was commenced in 1780, bjj 
Oie Robinsons and was Edited principally by Dr. Oregurl 
for a number of years ; Mr. Alexander Chalmers is 
liave written largely for it, as did Diany other celebrated 
characters. It haa not'however, eclipsed its predecessor. 

Periodical Essays and Papers.— The Tatler, stamJtl 
foremost in this popular arrangement, and entertaining' s 
of Literature, it commenced under tlie title of the Tatler, by 
Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. No. 1, 1709, thiawas followed by 
the Spectator, 'Ko. I.March 1st, 1710, and by the Guardian 
No. I.March 12, 1712, ihesewere followed by Sir Richat^ 
Steele's " Loeer, and Reader," Tomtt Tafk, ^c, 
1713, 14, 15, and by Mr. Addisons, Freeholder iu 1716.- 
Myriiids of others soon presented themselves, but i 
celebrity, until Dr. Johnson's Ran^bler made its appearanOj 
( in small folio numbers like its predecessors) ; No. 1, 
published on the 20th of March 1750—11 was published b^ 
Mr. ,John Payne. Mr. Robert Dodsley, and Samuel Richi^ 
ardsoii had tha highest opinion of it, on its appearance, 
and the world have evinced theirs ever since. — It has been 
translated into the Russian and other Languages. The firiit 
number of Dr. IlawkesworlL's Adventurer, in all its elegance _j 
of language appeared on the 7lIi of Nov. 1752. TheWouLrf 
on the 4th of January 1753— The Co.nnoisseDh, on the 3I«i 
of January 1754,— The Mintion, on the 17th March 1751 
—and the Idler, on the 5th of April, 1758. 

The character of these Works, and their various a 
and contributors to tliem, are too well known to require fu[^ 
tiier observation from me. 

On the 12th of February 1767. The BuLler by Hug 
Keliy appeared, upon which as Mr. John Nichols 
serves—" many similar Woiks have since been engrafted." 
IMr. Nichols himself furnislied a few numbers, of the BablerJ 

The Edinburgh Mirror appeared 1779 — the Lounger coiftj 
niected oa the SLh of Oijltbei 17B6. 



Origin »/ PruHmff, Type Founding, Block, 9r Stereotypy, 
Printittff, Logoj/raphic Prmtiny, ^"c. 

Tlieae subjecU perhaps ought to liavo been uoticed in an 
earlier portion of niy pages, but as it was nut iuteiided to ga 
into any regular or systemaLic details or elaborate discussion, 
1 shall introduce a few remarks from Ames's Typographi- 
cal Antiquities, or aa Historicul account of the origin and 
progress of Prloting in Great Britain and Ireland, being by far 
the most extensive work on the subject, and wliieli has from 
time to time, been considerably enlarged by Mr. Herbert, 
and Mr. DibJin; added to these, tliere are other admirable 
Iiistories ui i\ieai'ct,\i'j Mccrina>i,Bowyer, JVichols, Watson, 
Palmer, Luckumhe, he Maine, Iluusarcl, Stoicer, ^e. — 
But as it would be impossible to tlo ample justice to them all, 
I shall advert to the leading fi;atures of a few of the 
Printers, and iheir Biographers. 

Joseph Amet the hlstoi'liui of British T^ogruphy, wa« 
born at Yarmouth, 163S-9, and apprenticed by his father, 
the master of a Yarmouth trading vessel, to a plane-maker 
in London, After serying out his time, lie became a ship- 
chandler in AVapping, which business, notwithstanding hi« 
antiquarian pursuits, he carried on inilil his death. He early 
discovered a taste for English history and antiquities ; and in 
17J0, the composition of a history of printing in England 
being suggested to htm, after a labour of twenty-five years, 
!;ebrought out in one vol. 4lo, 1749, "Typographical Auti- 
(^uiliea, being an historical account of Printing iu England, i 
wKh some memoirs of our iin;in.t Printers, and a register ofB 
the books printed by them fr :ni 14: 1 to 1600 ; with an 
pendix concerning Printing in Scot and and Ireland to 
same time," He inscribed his work to lord chancellor Hard-^ 
wicke, and was at the same time ftllow of the Royal antf* 
Antiquarian Societies, being chosen secretary to the last of ' 
tliem. Sir Hans Sloaae in particular sliowed him very great 
t: Olio ten ance, and left liini trustee to his will. Mr. Ainea ' 
died in 1739, much esteemed. Besides his great work, ha 
WUte " A Catalogue of EiigU^Ii Pf ijitcts fiuiu 1171 tolTOO,'*-: 
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4to ; 2. " An Index to Lord Pembrok^a Coins ;" 3. " A 
Catalogue of English Heads ; or an accouut of 2000 English 
prints, describing what 13 peculiar to each ;" 4. " Parentalia, 
©r Memoirs of the family of Wren," 1750, folio. An enlar- 
j^ edition of the "Typographical Antiquities" was publish- 
ed by the late Mr. W. Herbert, vol. I, 1785, vol. 2, 1786, 
and vol. 3, 1 790. A new and splendid edition of Ames and 
Herbert has since been presented to the w^rW by the Rev. 
T. F. Tiihdin.—Gouffh't Life 0/ ^met. 

It is somewhat extcaotdioary that Mr, Cole, a eelebrated 
ilntiquary and collector, who was on friendly terms and cor- 
responded with Ames, should have drawa the following 
severe character of him, and which appears under the head 
*' Biographiana" io the 24th Number of Sir Egertoii 
Brydgea's Restituta, in article 3. — After copying tlie full title 
jjage of Ames's Typographical Antiquities he says, 

" I have written as follows on the back, of the title-page 
-—The author, Mr. Ames, I was well acquainted with, having 
been several times to see liim, in order to look over his curi^- 
«us prints, of which he had no small collection, especially of 
English heads ; many of which at different times I purchased 
«f him to add to my collection of tlie same soit. He lived in 
« strange alley or lane in Wapping : was a patten-maker, an 
Anabaptist, witli a spice ot Deism mixed with it, I have 
often tliDuglit it no small reproach and disgrace to the Anti- 
quarian Society, toha^e so very illiterate aperson to be their 
Sccrctaiy'. lie could not spell, much more write, English: I 
^9.vc several letters of his by me at this time which prove it. 
It was by no means proper to have such a person in that sta- 
tion, which, required reading aloud at the meetings of the 
Society, several papers in various languages often, of which 
lie was used to make miserable work ; more especially when 
strangers and foreigners liappcned lo be there, whidi Wi 
tiftcn tlie case. 

" He wasa little, frientlly, good-tnnpered man ; a person' 
fast application and industry in collecting curious old printed 
Ibctoks, prints, and other curiosities both natural and artificial 
it is to Uiis must be attributed i.is office of Sfcretary- to tlw 
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Societif: but surely, a Secretary wli» could iieitlier read no» 
write, was an oSd appointment for a learned Society ! He 
must have procured some one to have perused his book for 
him, which yet is fait of blunders, and prove my assertion 
Ml an hundred places : the printers would correct the false 
English and spelling. JF. Cole. 

"What is singular Mr. StepJien Wren employed Mr. Ames, 
an Independent, and Deist professed , to usher into the world 
the Pare/italia, or Memoirs of tite Famify of the Jrren's 
in 1750, which througbout is a moat orthodox book, full oi" 
reflections upon the fanatics of King Charles's time." 

" The origin of Printing, by multiplying letters, is intitled 
to the first place after the invention of tetters themselves, 
(though it gives light to all other arts) remains itself in ob- 
scurity. It has been the subject of repeated discussiuns.— " 
Mr. iMeerman is the last who has written upon it, and he has 
endeavoured to reconcile some difRcuJties on this head in his 
" Origines Typographicse," printed in 1765'; and translafeii 
and abridged by Mr. Bowyer, in his two Essays on the 
Origin of Printing, 1784. 

" The more we reflect on the accidental discovery by Lau- 
renlius, of the effect produced by concave wooden types, 
ihe more we wonder that the mechanics of antiquity should 
never have applied the concavity of tkeir metal inscriptions 
to the same use as those of their intaglios, and their liquid 
colours to an use similar to that which they otade in wax.-— 
But we are roI here to extend our views^ beyond our own 
eountry. Whether Laureniius of Haevlem, Gtinsfloch, cf 
Mentz, or Gnttenburg, at Strasburgh, invented single wood- 
en types, much certainly may be concluded, that tIte inven- 
rion took plaee rather before the middle of the fifteenth cen- 
tury in Holland or Germany. We have a fact established 
beyond controversy, that Willam Caxton first introduceiJ 
the Art of Priu'ling with fiisile types into England ; and soma 
suppose that Frederic Corsellis, or some foreigner, used wood- 
en tyea a few years before him. Be tliis as it may, Caxtos 
(an eminent morccr and negotiator) within a few years of the 
discovery of printing, is tliought to have printed a French 
lomaiuie at Cologne in 1464." ' 




38ttlUam (Barton. 

" WUliitm C-tjrton nn nngliEbman, memoraUe for laTing 
tnt iiitroOiiccd tlic art o( printing; iulo his nfttive country, 
was bom in Kent about 1410, nnd served an appreniicr- 
>l)ip to Robert Lar^. & London metcer, who in 1439 was 
l/inl Mayor. On tlie dealli of Iim master, CaxlOD went to 
tht NrtlierUnds, asafrentforthcMercer'&companv, inwhidi 
■ituation lie rontmiied aboul tnenty -three jean. His repu- 
tauiun for probily and abilities occasioned bis beio^ employed, 
W conjunction with Richard Wfaitcliilt. ta conclude a treaty 
•f €0«unNC« betm«n Edward IV, and IMiillip duke of But- 
(wrff. II« appMtrs subsequently to havekeld sotne office in 
At kttMdMtd of duke ChAritt. til* au of PUUip, witow wilr, 
A* Mj Mucuvt of Yvk, dMagmiAei haxU as tlie pn- 
tmen nf CaxKMt. WUfat alwnd 
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yiilh the tlien newly discovered invention of printing, by 
Joiiw Fust. At the request ot the dudiess, his mistress, 
lie ti'anslated from thii French, a work, which lie entitled 
"■TheRecuyell oftheHistoryesofTfoye, byRaoul le Feure," 
wbicli he printed at Cologne, 1471, in folio. This book, con- 
sidered as the earliest specimen of Typography in the English 
Language.is reckoned very valuable. Atthefamous sale of the 
Duke of Roxburgh's library in 1812, a copy was purchased 
by the Duke of Devonshire for lOUOi. lOs., whi:;h origi- 
nally belonged to Eli2abetli Gray, Queen of Edward the 
Fourth. A copy sold in West's Sale, 1773, for 32/. Us., an 
imperfect copy sold at Lloyd's Sale in 1816, for 126/. After 
ihis he printed other works abroad, chiedy translations from 
theFcench ; at length having provided himself with the means 
of practising the art in England, he returned thither, and in 
1474 had a press at Westminster abbey, where he printed 
the " Game and Playe of the Chesse," generally admitted 
to be the first typographical work executed in England. 
Caxton continued to exercise his art for nearly twenty years, 
duiing which apace he produced between fifty and sixty vol- 
umes, moatof which were composed or translated by himself. 
Among his most distinguished patrons were John Islip, abbot 
of Westminster, and those two learned noblemen John Tibe- 
tot, earl of Worcester, and Andiony Wydeville, earl Rivera, 



n died about 1492, and was buried a 
in Glouccstershiv 
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ing taken place at St. Margaret's, West- 
wino; lines from his epitaph are cliarac- 



■' Moder Hf merci, ihj-ldp iilm fr 
Andbring bim lyff^lamal, that 

^rtwS devotes 116 quarto pages ti 
and of the Works that passed throng 



iiev«T balti yad." 

5 an account of CeKtctn, 

■h his press ; to Wynfcen 



de Worde, the second Printer of note, lie has bestowed -IJiiJ 
pages, and to Richard Pinaon, 84 pages. He has also given 
portraits of the above personages, with one or two others, 

r which I insert as fac sivnile's of the rude wood block de^^cf«, 

B character is tic of the time. 



( 174 ) 

John Leitoii arwl William Mack/inla, ov Mackl^t, t 
•otemporariea of Caxton, as well as Wynken de Worde^ 
" Lytthtone Tenures," i» supposed by Sir William Dug- 
dale, to have been Printed by then) in the reign of Henry 
VIII,, and Df, Middleton, in liis discourse on Printing, sup- 
poses tlie above book to have been put to press by the Au- 
thor, Littleton, who died 1481, It coniaius 108 leaves foHo, 

Mr. Ames has placed John Letlou. with Ifllliam Maeh- 
linia between CaxCon and Wynken de Worde which 
authorizes the supposition of Sir Wm. Dugdale, and off 
Middleton. 




" This famous printer, was a foreigner, bom in the duki 
dom of Lorrain, as appears by the patcnl-roll in ' 
the chapel of the Rolls. Our first printer, Caxton, when 
resident abroad, might probably meet with him there, and en- 
gage him to come over to lingland for a servant or assiatanl, 
Uke as John Faust al Meiita had his lad, orservant, Peter 
Sheoffer, whoBi tliey chose for their ingenuity and promising 
parts; and their after works shew they were uot mistaken. u 
their choice. However this be, he continued in some ci 
tywith Caxton till hisdeath, 1491 ; and printed a 
id irestminister aflerwatiia, 



mistaken |^^^ 
kome capM^^H 
at his lio^^^H 
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"-If he MZM married or not, or had relations that came ov^r 
(with him does not appear by his wiM ; yet we find in the 
church-wardens accounts for St. Margarets Westminster, 
an entry made in the year 1498. ** Item for the knell of 
Elizabeth de Worde vi pence, Item, For iii torches, with 
the grete belle for her, v. iii." Again, in the year 1500,-— 
item for the knelle Julian de Worde, with the grete bell, vi. 
pence." 

*' By his connection with Mr. Caxton, and on account of this 
new art, heoccasionally fell into the company and acquain- 
tance of the learned and noble of this kingdom; and at length 
was appointed printer to Margaret mother of king Hen. VII. 
and grandame to' Henry the VIII. as he styles himself in 
1509 ; which is the firM year of thus describing himself." 

** After the death of Mr. Caxton, he printed, in his 

•iiouse as aforesaid ; primarily it may be supposed with 

iiis types, sometimes using his cypher only, without the 

j>rinter*s name ; sometimes adding **inCaxton's house;'* and 

at other times, probably the the latter part of his dwelling 

there, adding thereto his own name also. By his colophons 

'wc learn that he continued at Westminister until the year 

~1500,or very likely 1501 ; in which year we find in Mr. Ames, 

-an account of only one book,* Mons perfectionis,' without any 

^account where i^ was printed ; but Palmer'^ cqntinuator has 

added ** ibid," which must refer to Westminster preceding; 

and' he does not mention any book printed by him at the Sun 

in Fleet-street before 1503 : however I find *'The ordynarye 

of crysten men" was printed there in 1502. We do not find 

any sign mentioned hy him while at Westminster. ' It has 

been supposed that Carton's cypher might have been ex}ii- 

bited as a sign, but we find no imitation of this by either 

Qaxton or himself," 

He printed Bartholonueus de Proprietatil its Beruw,-^ 
The first book printed on paper made in England. 

At the Duke of Roxburgh's in 1812, a copy sold for 
^/, 7s. An imperfect copy at the Sale of Stanesby Al- 
ohorne, Esq. in 1813, sold to the Duke of Devonshire for 
*3^. 13s. 
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Howe Morea wai of opinion that Wynken de Words wa( j 
his own Letter Pounder, a circumstance that shews the rapid^ 
progress of the Art ia England at so early a period ; in fact, J 
the circumstance cannot be doubted, for it appears that Cax? J 
ton had him employed with Fust's servants, at Cologne ;- 
amongst whom were also said to be, Pynson, Rood, MacUin, j 
and Lettoa. 

The great advancement and improvements in this beautifi^J 
Art, during the whole of the last and present centuries, has 4 
been truly astonishing ; aided by the taste and talents of the i 
Caalon's, Baskervilje, Fry, Fi^ins, Thorowgood, and others, 1 
s^ Type Founders. 
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"Was bom in Normandy in France, as appears by kin^ 
Henry's patentof naturalization, wherein he is styled " Ki- 
chardusPynson, in partibus Normand, oriund." However 
there were of tlie same name in England, as may be seen in 
the cl.ureh- warden's account for St. Margaret's Westmin- 
Bter, in the year 1504 ; " Item, received pf Robert Pynsori 
for four tapers iiii d." Perhaps some relation of bis. Tlie« 
was also one Philip Pinsou an Englishman, who died of the 
|.lague, the 2dofDecember, 1503; three days after he had 
beep nominated to the archbishoprick of Tuam, in Ireland. '* 
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" 'Vriietiier lliis arlistwas apprenlice to M; 
timated by Mr. Luwig, is rat]i»r imcertaio ; not can I see an; 
reason for sue!) a supposiuon of ttim any more tlian of W, 
de Worde, whom he styles bis foreman of jonrneyman : per- 
haps these characters may be equally true of them both, at 
different periods of time. However this be, Pynson himself 
in his first edition of Cliaucer, calls Caxton his worshipful 
master — " nhiche boke diligently ouirsen Se duelj examined 
by his poUitike reason and oulrsight of ray worshipful master 
William Gaston" &c." 

Mr. Ames intimates that our artist was in such esteem willi 
the lady Margaret, King Hen. Vll's mother, aad other great 
personages, that he printed fur them all his days ; but Uiis 
does not particularly apfwar. 

He printed " Thejife of a Virgyncally'd Felroni/lla, 
ruhom Erie Flaccus deiired to Ma Jf^yf." ISmo. 

"A very rarePoetical Tract, consisting Only odhrce leaves, 
I61DO. and which at Townley"s Sale in 1814, was sold for 
the very moderate sum of mix guimas, or two guineas per 
leaf, to Messrs. Longmao and Co." 

Mr. Heber bought a copy at Home Tooke's Siile iu 1813, 
for the sum ot six pounds , two shLlliiigs, and sixpence. 

" Pynson was the first who introduced Roman letter to tliis 
country, and he was eminently successful in his publications, 
nhich consist chiefly of law books. He is suppossed to hare 
dfcd about 1529. 

Psalrqanaazaar intimates that thia printer lived in the ut^ 
roost familiarity and friendship wilh W. de Wanle, and' 
qtiite undisturbed byanymitiil tmi lation or rivalship in 
trade ; the contrary rather appe.i^-s bv their works, for they' 
are found frequently printing different editions of the 
books, at or near the same time ; not as partners, or the 
name taken out, and the other's inserted to a certain numboi-' , 
of the same edition. He tells us indeed that they printetf' 
se.veral year books together : perhaps they might be joined 
ju the same privilege or licence for printing them, 




KING'S PRINTER. 

" He was a man of eminence, a good antiquary ."great pro- 
moter of the reformation, and in favour with King Henrj 
VIII. iord Cromwell, archbUhop Craiimer, &e. John 
Lclaod was of his acquaintance. Ouc learned Kentish anti- 
quary Jobn Twine calls liim a German by nation, good man, 
and well leanied, and a very faitltful friend of his, whose 
kindness he had experienced in prospority and adversity,and 
who, when he was set at liberty from his imprisonment in the 
Tower, took him into his house, situ squaloreque obsitum, 
aiiied him there till he could return to Cynterbury, 
a house and family. John Stowe observes of him, 
, that in the year 1549, the bones of the dead, in the Chamcl 
,seof St. Paul's, amounting to more than 1000 car-t loads, 
e carried to Finsbury field, and the cxpencepaid by him. 
He spent 25 y-ears in collecting' materials for an universal 
ccsmography of all nations, which tliough at his death he 
Wt uiidigested, he thereby laid the foundation of those chron- 
icles, which afterwards were compiled by Ralph Holinghed, 
nho frankly acknowledged so much in his dedication lo lord 
' Burghleigh. Those chronicles were published in 1577 by 
Jlphn Harrison his son ia Inw ; and again with large addi- 
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tlons, in 1587, hy ibe said J'ohn Harrison, and mlieiE. W« 
are further inrormcd by Edmund Howes, tiie contiEiuer ot 
Stow's Amials, that if StoiY had lived but one year longer, he 
purposed to have put in print Reyne Woolfes chronicle, 
which he began and finished at the request of Dr. Whitgift, 
late archbishop of Canterbury ; but being prevented by 
death, left tliesame in his study, ordferly written, ready for 
the press ; but it came to nothing." 

" He settled his printing-office in Paul's Churcli-yard, anit 
set up the sign of tbe Brazen Serpent, nhicii device he used 
to most of his books, though be sometimes used that of the 
lieeof ch.iiily ; his rebus you will see iu the frontispiece." 

The house, says Slowe, as I guess, he built from the ground^ 
out of tlie old chape), tvhicli he purchased of ttut king at the 
dissolution of monasteries, where on the same ground he had 
several other tenements, and afterward purchased several 
leases 'of the deun and chapter of St, Paul's. He foUowed 
liis busitiess of printing with great reputation for many years, 
and printed for archbishop Cranmer most of his pieces, and 
for ethers of great note. Henry Btnneman was eervant 
to him, who afterwards proved a good printer, and used the 
same device of the Brazen Serpent ; as also did John Shcp- 
perde, anotJier of his apprentices. 

" He was tlie first who imd a pat«nt for being a pi inter to 
the king in Latin, Greek and Hebrew ; by wliich he was 
authorized to be his bookseller and statnoner, and to print 
and publish all sorts of books in the said languages, as alsa 
Greek and Latin Grammars,, altihougb mixed, with English ; 
And likewise charts, maps, and such other things, whiclt 
might be at any time usefut and necesury," He prioted, 

"James Sereinytuun Yafea'a, CaateU fifCourteaie, where- 
unto isadJojj?ied the Ha!iie of Humilitie, with the Chariot 
f>f Cftastitie thereunto annexed, 1582." 

A Copy sold at tte Sale of G. Steeven's, 1600, for £1 
10s. And anollier at Saiiudecs'i Sale Room,, 181S for £2J 
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aolin isas, 13«tt, or WiCt. 

was bom in St. Petei'a parish, Dunwicli,in Suffolk, towhicli 
' Jie left a gift ; as appears by the papers of the late Thomas 
I Martin, Esq. ; of Paulagravc, from Mr. Le Neve. He is 
■appusatl to have been ilesccndcd From a good family, buriei) 
at Bradley-Parva, in lliat county. He bore for his arms, 
I ermin, on a fess indented, two eaglets displayed ; hiscrest, 
Ont-of a dncal coronet, a <lemi eagle with wings eKptanded 
tnm'm. He first began printing a little above l-Iolboro con- 
I ijitit ; nnd about 1549 removed bto Aldersgate, where he 
pfinted, und, for hie greater convenience, accocdingto Stow, 
fcoilt mnch on the wall Of tie city, towards St. Ann's 
«fturch; he kept also, at the sanie time, several shops indif- 
ferent parts of the town, wh«re his books were sold. He had 
» license in September, IfiSi, to print tlie Catechism, which 
K- £dw. VI. had caused to be set forth, both in Latin and 
in English : but as Raynold Woulfe had a former privilege 
for all Latin books, he seems to have applied for redress; 
accordingly among Cecil's p«(pcrs, published by the Hev. 
I Hr. Haiss in 1740, |mge 13B, is this Tnemoraodum :— 
" hem, that were one Day, hath a priviledge for the ca*e- 
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cliisme, and one Reyne Wolfe, wiio halh a former priviledge 
for Latyn Books lliey may joyne in printing of the sayd ca- 
techisnie." However, it appears to have been determined 
that Wolfe should print it in Latin, and Day in English ; for 
thus we find it printed ; and Day in another license, dated 
35 March, 1553, had pritllege to print it only in English, 
with a brief of an A B C, thereunto annexed : Also, for the 
printing and reprinting all such works and books, devised and 
compiled by John (Ponet) now bishop of Winton, or b» 
Tho. Beacon, professor of divinity ; so that no such book, 
be in any wise repugnant to the holy scripUires, or proceed- 
ings in religion, and the laws of the realm." 

He printed " The TFTiole, FsaUer translatrd Into En- 
glish Melre, which coniaineth an hnndretl nwl fifty 
Psalms." 

It is so scarce, that Mr. Strype tells ns !ie could never get 
sight of it ; and Warton, in his " History of English 
Poetry," points it out as a. great rarity, adding " /( cer- 
tainly would be 'deemed a fortunate acquisition to those 
eapricious Students, toho labour to collect a library of 
rarities. '' 

" Its rarity is conjectured to arise from the circumstance of 
only a few copies having been given away to the nobility, 
by the Archbishop's wife Margaret, to whom Fuller, in hi« 
" Church History," has given a very high character." 

Mr. Ames then continues to give a full account of all the 
eminent Printers from Julian Ji'otary in U9S, and William 
Faques in 1500, down to William Aspley, and John Bailie, 
in 1600, with a general history of Printing from its origin to 
that period ; this elaborate Work, with Mr. Herbert's addi- 
tions form 1875 quarto pages, and Mr. Dibden's editon still 
enlarges it, 

Mr, Herbert, after his labours in correcting and enlarg- 
ing Ames's Typography, from a single volume, to three ex- 
tensive ones, concludes his history of Printers, and Printinjf J 
in England at page 1467, and in the following ona, thus j 
commences his history of 
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PRINTING IN SCOTLAND. 

INCE a n account has been 
given of printing in England, I 
shaH now proceed to offer a 
fevhinls relating to the rise 
and progress of the art in Scot- 
land wh ch may be of use to 
such as would pursue this eub- 
ject further, in that formerly an- 
tient kingdom. 

The late ingenious James Watson, who with Freebaim 
obtained a patent from Q. Anne, for printing in Scotland 
and was afterwards one of his majesty's printers there in the 
lime of K. George the first, did in tlie year 1713, pub- 
lish a short liislory of the art of printing, conta ining an ac- 
count of its invention and progress in Europe; to which lie 
added a preface, wherein he Bientions three or four books, 
and a» many printers of Scotland u'ilhLn my assigned tkne; 
that IB, fVom the introduction of the art IJiere, to tlie year 
1600, which I shall take notice of in their proper place. He 
indeed supposes they had tlie art of printing early from their 
having a constant trade with tlie Low Countries; from their 
cases and presses being all of the Dutch make, till of late 
years ; from their manner of working, in distributing the let- 
ter on hand with the face from us and tlie nick downwards ; 
r(k1 Clieif making ink, as tlic printers there do at this day; but 
Uiat the books may be lost, being either lives of saints and 
legendary miiacles, or of devotions tlien in vogue, carried 

away by the priests, who fled beyond the sea, or destroywl b y 

the zeal of the reformers. His further account-s of the ScoldH 
printers are later than my time." ^^^ 

"The first book 1 have found mentioned by any,' is, i^ 
breviary of the church of Aberdeen, printed al Edinburgh 
1509, thirty-five years after the introduction of tliis art by 
William Caxton. The account Mr. Ames had of this, ts in 
a letter directed to his good friend, Dr John Mitchell, from 
Mt. Charles Mackey, professor of history in the university o£ 



ctfs r 

Edinburgh. " The art with us k as early as ld09. f ima- 
gine, though I am not certain, that I have found Mr. Ames's 
voucher for it. Mr. John Ker, late humanity professor 
here, gave into the lawyers library unold breviary in octavo, 
for the use of Aberdeen, but the title page, and some sheet* 
at the end are wanting." 

In 1510, another Breviary, was printed at Eilinburgh, and 
Mr. Herbert remarks that they evince that Mr, Watson's 
conjectures were well founded. 

During the sucoeediqg space of .forty years, to the middle 
of the 15th ceawry, about twelve bowks only, were printed 
in ScoUand. 

Mr. Herbert, after devoting upwards of fifty pages in it«- 
.cribing Printing in Scotland, from 1509 to the close of 
J600 ; proceeds to the following account of 

PRINTING IN IRELAND. 




RELAND was one of the lust Euror 
pean slates into whitli the art of print, 
ing was introduced. Mr. Ames used 
his best endeavours to form thence an 
account of its rise and progress in lliat 
kingdom before 1600; but all the in- 
formation he reewved was the follow- 
ing: 

Extract of a Letter from Boee.v 
RuTTT, of DuMvt, dated June 28, 
J744, to Dr. William Clark, of London. 

Thy coiamiasioni for furnishing a catalogue of books prin- 
ted in Ireland before the year IGOO, I think I have had pret- 
ty good opportunities of executing, and have accordingly 
made use of iherr. . First, I had an acquaintance wiili a lear- 
ned antiquary, who has made things of this sort liis particn- 
lar study for many years, who la able to furnish me wiilt but 
one book, which he can Msurcme to hayebecnpiinied within 
jhat period, which ia this : 
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"Tbebooic of commoa prayer, and administration o( the 
sacraments, and other ceremonies of the cburcli of England. 
Dublin^e in officiiia Humphredi Poweli. Cum privilegio ad 
imprimenclum solum, anno Domini 1551." In black letter, 
a large quarto. 

Next, 1 had recourse to the large library of Dr. Worth, 
a late eminent physician here, who was eminently curious in 
collecting antient pieces, but there I found but one printed 
here so early as 1C33. Lastly, on perusing the catalogue of 
tie college library, I found within the period by tbee limited, 
liut that one individual book, as above recited. The truth 
is, printing is but of a very late date in Ireland, Here were 
indeed some few authors within that period^ but their works 
were printed abroad as In England, France, Flanders, Italy, 
&c. Even down to 1700 very few books were printed here, 
tut whatever was written here, was generally printed in Lon- 
don ; even now the printing trade here consists chiefly in rvMrV 
priming books printed in London, and they that value their .M 
reputation, commonly send their writings to England to be4 
printed. And this is all the satisfaction in my power to givcfl 
thy friend, on this account.' I 

"Tile following books purporting to have lieeu printed at 
Waterford, are thought to have been printed in England, 
having no assurance of any press being, set up so early at 
Waterford ; besides it must have been as dangerous printing 
these books openly these during queen Mary's reign an in 
England; therefore they more properly belong to our Gen- 
ial History : however we have given thtm a place here; otie 
of thena bearing the superscription ; and the other having 
the same types, on tha authority of Maunsell." 

" Warranted tidings from Ireland," was the first New^<^ 
paper printed here, which was in 1641." *fl 

In noticing Printing in England, at the cotnmeucemenL of' 
the 17th Century, I alluded to the Elder Bomyer, and re- 
ferred to the works that passed through, or were connectec^ 
with his press to the year 1733, which with Mr. Niclu 
ma^^ ofLiterary iufoniialion occupies u volume of 700 pan 





PRINTER 

Born m 1663,dicd m 1737. 
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In 1712-13, llic elder Bowyer, aFier barin; foe tli irteea 
ye&rs punued bu&meas with unremitted industr<f and uDsulUed 
reputation, was, iu one fatal night, reduced to absolute want, 
by a calamitioiis fire. Every one who knew the respectable 
aufferer was instant and anxious, either to reliere, or lo sym- 
pathize in his great affliction ; and Mr. Bowyer, on this oc- 
casion, received from Dean Stanhope one of the most excel- 
lent and affecting letters that so melancholy an event could 
he supposed to surest. It was written in haste the very 
day after; and speaks indubitably, the lan^iage of the 

The younger Bowyer never foro;ot this striking tcslimony 
tif rigard for liis parent. 

A similar accident occurred in the Office of Mr. Nichols. 
in 1808, nearly a century af\erw,\rils. — In both instaaoe* 
Literary property to a vast amount was destroyed. 

Of the second Win. Bowyer, (born 1699, died 1777.) son 
of the preceding — Mr. Nichols gives a voluniinoua account, 
and of the annaU of his Press from 1732 to 1777- Mr.N. 
entered into partnership with liini in 1766. 

I shall now select the following abridged account of him, 
which appears in Goktun', from the Gentleman's Magazine. 
" William Bowyeii an English printer anil classical scholar 
of eminence in the last century," was a native of London, 
where liis fiither, also a printer, carried on business. The son 
acquired the rudiments of learning under Ambrose Bon- 
wicke, a nonjuring clergyman, and was afterwards admitted 
a sizar of St John's College, Cambn<lge,but Itfi the univer- 
sity witiioul a degree in 1722, and became an associate in 
trade with bis father. In 1729 he obtained the office of prin- 
ter, of the votes of the house >l' tonimons, which he held nearly 
50 years. He waBSiibKeqnenlly ■' j" inted printer to the Soci- 
ety of Antiquarians, of which learned body he was admitted 
a member ; and on the death of Samuel Richardson in 1 7G t , 
the interest of Lord Macclesfield procured hiirt the appoint- 
ment of printer to the Royal Society. la 1768 he was no- 
minated printer of the journals of the house of Lords and the 
rolls of Parliament. He died in 1777, aged 78, and waa 
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tuKrreO ia the cliurch of Low Layton i& Esses. By fan will 
he bequeathed a considerable sum of monej^ in trust to th« 
Stationers' Company, for the relief of decayed pcinters or 
compositors. His principal literary production waa eld edi- 
tion of the New Testament in Greek, witii critical Kotes and 
e mendations. He also published several philologioal tracts, 
and added notes and observations to some of the learned 
vrorks that issued from his press. About ten years previous 
to his decease, he entered into partnersliip with Mr. John 
Nichols, who shortly after that event published a small 
volume of biographiaal anecdotes of Bowyer and his learned 
cotemporaries, which formed the basis of his " Literary Anec- 
dotes of the 18th Century," 9 vols. 8vo . a work containing a 
vast mass of indigested materials for a history of Englt&ti i 
literature during the perioii to which it relates." 

It is highly creditable to Bowyer and to Nichols, in lia" 
maintained the highest respect from the first rate Literary 
characters for more than a century, and it is no less remark' 
able, that they have printed the Votes of Parliament not only 
during that period, than it must be gratifying, that they are 
now printed by J. B. Nichols, Esq., Son and successor to as 
extraordinary a man, as an author and printer, as tlic last 
oentury has produced. 

JUr. Nichols does not appear to have been ambitious 
printing, ^iiat \&f.AX[dJinenor'k,hot pressing, &c,, He left 
tbatto licnsley, Bulmcr, Davison, IChittinffham and othert, 
who were particularly laid out for lh(i fine, or superior style of 
Printing — in fact Mr. N — from the very nature and esteirt, 
of his avocations and occupation, could not attend to 
minutlEE of that branch of the trade, so peculiar to Itself. 
have before observed that fiomthisvoluminoua Writer, having 
not only Printed all his onii Worlds, (exceeding upwards of 
one hundred Volumes,) but also Edited and Printed the most 
extensive Monthly Periodical the Genlleman's Mugazine, 
and the Fotcs of the House t^f Common*, besides gentral 
work, for more than half a century, the tedious process of 
fine Work, pressing, and hot-pressing, &c.conld not beoon- 
templatcd or expected. The Gentlemen's Magazine alone 
may almost be considered a, cloBEly piiuteU Monthly Voluiaa, 
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Mr. /oft* SoTuyer J^holt is following similar noble 
pursuits to those of his late amiable Father, who states, that 
bis son was enjoined by the great antiquarian Gough, to assist 
his eiecutots in transmitting bis Library to Onford ; sod 
Owen Manning acknowledges his great obligations to him, 
for his indefatigable altentiun in correcting liis History of 
gurrey. — Mr. J. B. NJcholsalsoedited the last edition of the 
life and Errors of John Dunton, has displayed consid- 
erable literary taste, and been an ornament to his profession 
as a printer. 

TYPE FOUNDING. 

Of the improvement in Type Founding from the time of 
onr predecessors, down to the commencement of the 18th 
century, Casloa appears the first, and tlie family ever since 
have continued to maintain its pre-eminence. 

Afr. Nichols gives a long and interesting account of him in 
different partsof his Work. I can only select the following : 

Mr. W-'iHium Cajinn born in llial part of Iho toivn of IIale« Owen 
whirfa a ailnated in Shropshire, in 1S93, and who a justly slyleil by 
Mr. Itowe jyiorea llie " Coryphxaa of Lettci-fDunders,'' was not traia- 
ed to that LuBiae99 ; " which is a liandy work, so concealed among 
the artilicers of it." that Mr. Moion, ia liis jaiteratigabie lesearchss oo 
(hat miVijei^l," " rould not itiscover that any one had lan^hl it any other : 
but svery one that liai! uped it, learijt il of his own genuine inclimtion." 

Mr, Caalon'a first reaidence waa in Viae-slieet in llie Minoriee, wher* 
one considerable branch of his enployiBeni was to malie tools for the bouk- 
biaders and Tor the cUaEiag of silver plate. Whilst he was engaged in Ihi» 
employment, the ctdec Mr. Itowyer accidently saw in the shop of Mr. 
Daniel Browne, bookseller, near Temple Bar, the lettering of a book un- 
commonly neat; and enquiring nho the Artist was by whcm tlu iFllcrawere 
made, Mr. CasloQ nas introduce'l to liis acquaintance, and was taken by 
hiai to Mr. JaineE's Foundry in Battholomew clo^. Gaston tiad never 
before that time Been any part of .the business ; and being asked by 
his friend if he thought he could undertake to cut types, he request- 
ed a single day to consider of the matter, aod than replied he had no 
doubl but he could. From this answer Mr. Bowyer lent liim 2001. Mr. 
BettcnhaTQ lent hun the same turn, and WatU lOOi.; aad by that as- 
eiilance our ingenious Artist applied himself assduouslj to his new pursuit, 
and WAS eminently tucoessfii!. — The three printers stiove mentioned nere 

In (he Universal Magaiine for June 1750, is a good.twwof Sir. C^ilonV 
werlohop in ChiiweU'itre«t, vith portruti of sii of his workmen. Mr, Cat-' 
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Un nssllim times ntarricil. The namtothri trconJ wife wu LongmaBj •( 
iht Ihird WsWn, ami -ilh Bath of iheie ladies he hnd a good fortam. Th« 
sbiliuesor hi>«on WJlU«m appei red !o great advanlage io ■ specimen of 
types of the l«5rn«d Iinguagw in 1748— Hii younger son, Mr. Thomai 
Caslon, wuMasler of iho Slalioiwre' Companj in 1782; and died M«rfh 
19, 17B3. 

Mr. William Caslon diet! in 1778, ItavTng a Widow who ronducled th« 
busineas with eitraonJiDary ability, anlil her death, on the 23rd of Oclobar, 
1795 — Aged abaul 70. After rhe death of themother, there wereMill 
Tery large foundcries carried on ; one of them by a lltird Williai 
nha haiin; quitted MoorfieMs. had become the purchaser of ih 
founrlr; in Dorset-street ; since given up lo his eon, a rourlh Witliam Culnajii] 
a young man of comideraiilc abilitieti, lo vliom I cannot recnmmend 
belter model than his great grand-father, uho nas universally 
S firtl-rate artiit, a tender mailer, and an honest, friendly, and benevolent 
man. — The original foundry in Chisn ell -street was purchased by Mf. 
Charles Cathernoinl, a distant relation, whs died June 7, 
indiinoi" carried nn hy Mr. Iltory Csslun (another greal-gtanjson of 
EiBl William) under ihtlirmof Cation and Livermors. 

JaeJcsOTt and Cotlrell, were eminent in their day, 
Jackson hail acquired lome considerable proper'y, 
bulk of which, having left no child, lie dii^ctedto beequall' 
divided between fourteen nephews and nieces. On his onTy 
apprentice, Mr. Vincent Figgms, tlie mantle of his prede- 
cessor has fallen. With an ample portion of his kind in- 
structor's reputation he inherits a conwderahle share of hja 
talents and his industry : and has distinguiiihed himself by 
the n>8ny beautiful specimens lie has produced, and parti< 
larly of Oiiental tvpcs. 

Figgina and Thoron-good, have always stood high in 
eatimalion of first rate judges, they are aucceeding in all 
beauties, chastcness, and improvements of the Art, 

Hie Fry's have also been eminent in this beautiful ai 
particularly Edmund, whom Watt in his Biblioiheca 
thus designates. 

"Edmund Fry, M. D., produced specimer.s of Pr 
Types, 1735-93. also Pantographia ; containing copies of al 
the known Alphabets in the world, and specimens of all wel 
■uthenlicatcd languages, in a large octavo volume, price 
guineas, tliis interesting and laboiious Work, hexei 
witli great 
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Mr. JOHN BASKERVIIXE. 

- t cannot slightly pass by this extraordinary Letter Foundei*, 
Printer, Paper maker, Ink maker, &c. — In my " History and 
Topography of Warwickaiiire," I devoted, with the aid of his 
feiographers, about a dozen pages to Iiim, of which I here 
present a small portion, — Mr. Hutton says, " he was in suc- 
cession — a stone cutter, a schoolmaster, a japanner, and 
lastly an eminent type founder and printer ; he gave his name 
to tlie first, and his establishment and fame to that of the 
oiler. The pen of the historian rejoices in the actions of the 
great ; the fame of the deserving, like an oak tree is of slug- 
glish growth, the present generation becomes debtor to him, 
who excels, but the future will repay that debt with more than 
jple interest. The still voice of fame may warble in his 
ears towards the close of life, but her trumpet seldom sounds. 

ofuli clarion, till those ears are stopped by the finger of 

Of Mr. John Baskerville, Mr. Nicliols who appears like 
myself to have been indebted to Mr. Hutton, States that 
" this celebrated printer was bom at Wolverly, in the county 
tjf Worcester, in 1706, heir to the paternal estate of £60 per 

nuni, which in 50 years aAer, while in his own possession, 
' tad increased to £90, and this estate, with an exemplary filial 
piety and generosity, he allowed to his parents until their 
deaths, which happened at an advaneed age." Mr. Nichols 
says tliat he was brought up to no occupation, but Mr. Hut- 
ton asserls that he was trained to that of a stone cutter, but 
they agree as to his becoming a schoolmaster in 1726, and 
that in about ten years aflet he taught school in Birming- 
ham, and wrote an excellent hand. Both circumstances ac- 
count for his subsequent skill and talent in the'formation of 
letters. It appears that he was not even confined to his early 
predilections, for previously to his attempt at printing, he 
found that painting accorded with his taste, and in despite 
of the odium cast upon, what is termed " lea board painting," 
he entered into that lucrative branch at his then residence. 
No. 22, in Moor-street. His biographer, Hutton, observes 
tliat, in 174-5, "he took a building lease of about eight acres 
north (teat of the town, to which he gave the name of Easy 
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hill, converted it into a ftltle Eden, and built a faonse in tlie 
centre; but the town, as if conscious of his merit, foUowrf 
his retreat, and surroirnded it with buildings. Here he con- 
tieued the bus iness of a japanner for life ; his carriage^ 
(each pannel of which was a distinct picture, might be con- 
sidered as the pattern card of his trade,) was drawn by 
a beaatiful pMz of cream coloured horses. His inclination 
for letters induced him in 1750, to turn his thoughts to the 
press. He spent many years in the uncertain pursuit, sanK 
£900 before he could produce one letter to pfease himself, 
and some thousands before the shallow stream of profit beg^n 
to flow. His first attempt, in 1756, was a quarto edition of 
Tirgil, — price one guinea, now worth several." This accor- 
ding to Nichols, he reprinted in 1758, and was employed by 
the ITnif ersity of Oxford upon an eiktirely new-faced Greek 
type. 

The talents of Mr. Baskcrville were (low yery generally 

appreceiated ; the cefebrated Mr. Derrick, in a tetter to the 

&rl of Corke, July 15, 1760, containing a description of 

Birmingham, says, " I need not remind your Lordslrip, that 

Baskerviile, oBe of the best printers in the world, resides near 

this town. His house stands ^ about half-a-mile's distance, 

, on an eminence that commands a fine prospect. I paid him 

i visit and was received with great politeness, though an en- 

1 tfre stranger. His apartments are elegant ; his staircase is 

, pfttticularly curious; and the room in which he dines, and 

I callsasmoakingroom, is very handsome. The grate and fur- 

' Mture belonging to it are. I think, of bright wrought iron, 

tad cost him a good round sum. He has just completed an 

elegant octavo common prayer book ; has a scheme for pub- 

I liahing a folio edition of the Bible ; and will soon finish a 

[ beautiful collection of fables, by the ingenious Mr. Dodsley. 

I manufactures his own paper, types and ink ; and they are 

remarkably good. This ingenious artist carries on a great 

trade in the japan way, in which he shewed several useful 

vticlcs such as candlesticks, stands, salvers, waiters, bread 

fcaskets, tea boards, &o. elegantly designed and highly finish- 

td, Baskerville is a great cherisher of genius, which, he 

loses no opportnnily of cultivating," 
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In 1764, Mr. Baskerville received the following curious 
letter from the celebrated Dr. Benjamin Franktin. 

" Craven -street, London, 1764." 
f Dear Sir, 

*' Let me give you a pleasant instance of the prejudice some 
bave entertained against your tvoi'k. Soon after I returned, 
discoursing with a gentleman respecting the artists of Bir- 
niingham, he said, " you would be the incans of blinding all 
the people in the nation, for the strokes of your letters, being 
too thin and narrow, hurt ihe eye, and he never could read 
a lineof them without pain." " I thought (said I) yoii wore 
going to complain of the gloss on the paper some object to." 
f No, no, (says he) 1 have heard that mentioned, but it is 
not that, it is in the natural and easy proportion between the 
height and thickness of the stroke, which makes the common 
priotmg so much more comfortable to the eye." You see 
this gentleman waB a connoisseur. In vain I endeavoured to 
support your character against the charge ; he knew what he 
felt, and could see the reason of it, and several other gentlC" 
nien among his friends had made tlie same observations, &c. 
Yesterday he called to visit me, when mischievously bant to 
try his judgment, I stept into my closet, lore oft" die top of 
Mr. Caslou's specimen, and produced it to hini as yours, 
brought with me from Birmingham, saying, " I had been ex- 
amining it since he spoke to me, and could not for my life 
perceive the disproportion he mentioned, desiring liim to 
point out to me," He readily undertook it, and went over 
the several founts, shewing me every where what he thought 
instances of that disproportion, and declared, " that he could 
not then read the specimen without feeling very strongly tlie 
pain he had mentioned to me." I spared him that time the 
fronfusion of being told, that these were the types he had been 
reading all bis life, with so much ease to his eyes ; the types 
his adored Newton is printed with, on which he has pored not 
a little ; nay, the very types his own book is printed with, for 
Ji» is himself an autiior, and yet never discovered this pain- 
—/^ disproportion in them, till he thought they were yours." 



'B. FR.WKLIN." 
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In 1765, he applied to Dr. Franklin, then at Paris, and 
afterwads ambassador from America, to sound the Literati, 
respecting the purchase of his types; hut received for answer, 
" That the French reduced hj the war in 1756, were so far 
from pursuing schemes of taste, that they were unable to re- 
pair the public buildings, but suffered the scaffolding to rot 
before them." After this we hear nothing of Mr. Basker- 
ville as a printer. He died without issue, in Jan. 8, 1775: 
but it is painful to obsen'e, that in the last solemn act of his 
life, he seriously avowed his total disbelief of Christianity. 

I have a copy of his Will, but some parts of it are objec- 
tionable, which the followmg inscription on his tomb would 

" Stranger, v 

" Beneath this stone, in unconsecrated ground, a friend 
to the liberties of mankind directed his body to beinnurned.'' 

" May his example contribute to emancipate thy mind — 
from the idle fears of Syperstidon^ and the nicked arts of 
priesthood." 

The principal part of Lis fortune, amounting to about 
£12,000, he left to Ida widow ; who sold the stock, and re-; 
tired to the house which her husband had built. 

Many efforts were used after his death to dispose of tha 
types ; but no purchaser could be found in the whole com- 
monwealth of letters. The universities rejected the offer. 
(Hutton says coldly) " The London booksellers (Mr. Nichols 
says) preferred the sterling types of Caslon and his appren- 
tice, Jackson." Hutton says, " they understand no science 
like that of profit. The valuable property, therefore, lay a' 
dead weight, till purchased by a literary society at Paris, ia 
1779, for £3700. Invention seldom pays the inventor. If- 
you ask what fortune Baskerville ought to have been rewarded 
with ? The most that can be comprised in five figures. If 
you further ask what he possessed ?— the least ; but pone of 
it squeezed from the press. What will the shade of this great 
man think, if capable of thinking, that he has spent-a fortune 
of Qpulence, and a life of genius, in carrying to perfection the 
greatest of all human inventions, and that his prcductions^ 
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ttighted by liis country, were liawked over Europa in qiitst 
pf a bidder." Mrs. Baakerville died in March, 1783. 

" We must admire, if we do not imitate, the taste and 
economy of the French nation, who, brouglit by the British 
Rrms, 1762, to the verge of ruin, rising above distress, were 
able in seventeen years to purchase BaskerviHe's elegant 
types, refused by his own country, and to expend an hundred 
thousand pounds in poisoning the principles of mankind, by 
printing with them J,he works of Voltaire," 

Near his residence a coijic urn, was placed to the memory 
(jf Mr. Ba-skerville, but was lost in the ruin?, or destroyed by 
t}ie riots of 1791, a remarkable circumstance has, however, 
recentlly occured in determining the spot where he was en- 
tombed. In leveling the ground foi the formation of wharfs, 
his coffin, standing in an upriglic position, and in an entire 
Btate, dug up; upon opening it, the body was not de- 
composed, and the teeth had the appearance of being per- 
fectly sound, although he died at the age of 60, and had 
been interred for nearly half a century. 1 have by me a 
small piece of the Shroud with which he was surrounded ! 
It has been asserted, tiiat, a little beture his death, he Jocu- 
larly said he should " agatu appear upon a white hor^e," 
which saying, conected with hi:i extraordinary exhumation, 
has met with believers in the credulity uf aonte connected 
with the manufactory established on this spot. 

E a akervi lie's ambition to excel caused him to spare no ex- 
peuce ; he even went to tliat of casiins some founts of type 
in Silver, Instead of the usual metals, and their agents ; an4 
certainly the face and form of his letter was extremely beau- 
tiful and chaste. Dr. Franklin speaks of its lean and sharp 
strokes being too fine, but it is the plan of the French to this 
day, wlio have by far exceeded Baskerville in the length and 
sharpness of their letters, and although ttiey appear (as most 
of our modern type do, in one way or other,) a sort of carric-r 
ature, still they are very beautiful. 

BLOCK PRINTING. 

Jniham Ged.—ln 1781, Mr. Nichols printed and pub- 
lished Biographical Memoirs of William GeJ, includiog a. 
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psrticulftr account of his progress in the art of Block Priut- 
inj, OR which tke Monthl; Review, spoke favorably. 

It appeart that Ged gave a narrative of his scheme for 
Slock -printing, ia 1730, aad stated iJi^t " he had eclipsed 
kis competitors in the art of Letter- founding, but fbimd more 
difficulty than he apprehended in an attempt to make plates 
for block-priating." Mr. N — give; the followiog iaterest- 
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" WiLUAH Ced, aa ingcDieue trtnt, wt> ■ gotdioutb in Ediabn^bt 
and mode hit impiovemeal in tbe art of prinliDg in 1725. The inventiaii 
wu simply ihie. From aa; types of Greek or Koman. or any other cha* 
rarler.he formeda plalefM every page oraheet of alKrak, from which he 
prinled, inaleid of niiing a tjpe (or eTery letler, as is done in the comnton 
my. ThiawastheiirBt ptacliBed.butan blocks ofnood, by the Cbinesa 
•Bd JljBnme, anil paoued in Ihe fir)l eswys oT Cottet, Gutlenberg, &Bi^ 
fault, the European iDventora of the ptescnt art. " This improTooeiil,^' 
uja James Ged, is principally considerable in four most important a rticlesj 
»ii. " expence, correctness, beauty, and uniformity." Bui lliese impfose. 
WMIl were controverted by Wr. Mores and others. In July 1729. WJI- 
Uun Ced eiktpred into paitnErship wilb William Fenner. a Loadon Sta- 
tiBon, wba was to have half tbe profits, in couHderation of bi> adtancing 
idl the money requisite. To supplr this, Mr. John Jaojis, ibea an Archi- 
lict at Greenwich (who built Sir Gregory Page's house, Bloomaburj 
Church, &c.) waa taken into Ibe scheme ; and afterwards bis brother, Mr 
Thomas J amen, a Founder, andJames Ged, Ihe inventor's eon. In 1730 
Iheaa partners applied, (d the University of Cambridge foi printing Bible^ 
aad Coramoa Prayer'booksby blocks instead of single lype^. and, in coose- ' 
qutoce, a lease waa seaJed to them April 2'i, 1T31. In their attempt, they 
sunk a large sum ofmoney, and finished only two Prayer-books; so ibat it 
WB» forced la be mlinquisbed, and the lease was given op in ITSB. Ged 
imputed his disappolntaient to tb* villainy of the pteesmen and tlie iLI- 
trtatmeiUarhis partners ; (wlucb he specifies at large,} particularly Fcn- 
n«, whom John Juraes and he were advised to prosecute, but declined it. 
(U returned 10 3cottandinl73S, and had no redress. He there, however, 
set about Sallust, niiicb he printtd at Edinbnrgh in 1731), l'2mo. Fennel 
died iniwlvciitin or before the year 1735 ; and his widow married ?>Ir. 
Waugh. an Apothecary, who carried on tlie printing-business with bcr, 
and whom she survived. Her priaiing msicrisla were sold ip 17^. James 
Osd, w«^ried with disappointments, engaged in Ihe Rebeliionof I7i5i ia. 
Captain Perth's regiment ; and, being taken at Cailt&le, was tondeiBDed 
but, on his fdiliec's account, by Dr. Smith's interesi with llie Duke of New- 
tasLle. was pardoned, and released in 1748, He ansrwards worked for 
fwae time, as a journeyman, with Mr. licttcnbam. and then etmunenced 
n^tiat i hoi beiu^ uuiUMBiisfuI, b* weal priT^tely to Jimiica, wbcr«. 
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hti yoangei brother William wu settled as a reputable Printer. Hia looI>, 
Sic. he left lo be shipped by a DJse friend, nbo most ungeoerausly detained 
tIftBi 10 try hi> skill biniwlf. James Ged died the year after ha left En- 
gl nod ; as did hisbrotber ia 1767. In the above pursuit Mr. Thomaa 
Jamw, wbo died in 1738, expended much of his fortune, and suffered in 
his proper bualness; ''for the Printers," saj a Mr. Motes, "would 
not employ him, liecause the blockprinting, had it succeeded, noutd ha*a 
been prejudieal to theirs." Mr, Wilijam Ced died in tetj indiflereul eiio 
cBtnslaoces, Oct. 19, 1749, aRer bis ulenaila ttre sent for to Leith lo bs 
shipped for LodiUb, to have joined nith bis son Jamea ai a printer Iherek 
Thaa ended hia life aod project: which, ingenious aa it seemed, must," 
says Mr. Mores, " had it succeeJed have soon sunk under iti own burthen," 
for reasons needless lierelo recapitulate. It is but justice, bovrever.lo idd^ 
that, since that period, the plan has been reviveil, fintt by my friSod Mr^ 
Alexander Til loch, the learned Editor of "The Philesophical Magazine," 
who, olthout having known of Ged'e ptan, obtained a patent fof a ihnilai 
invenltoD, which he aftetiraiJs reliotiuished. But the eiertions of Mr. 
Andrew Wilson have been more sucessful ; as he has been able lo accom- 
plish several very considerable Slereolype Editions. 

It will be recollected that Sterotype-printing was practiced 
in Paris, ere it was generally adopted ia Eni^laud, and nume- 
rous beautiful Editions of tlie classics were printed tliere from 
Stereotype plates. A work od the Clirlstian Religion said 
to be translated from tlie German,* by the late Queen Char- 
lotte, was the first book Sterotypcd and Printed in En- 
gland, executed by Andrew \Vilson, and published by 
Harding of Pall-mall. This mode of Printing is now become 
BO general and to well known, that any description beyond 
that given in the various Encyclopffidias, renders it unneces- 
sary here. 

The Loffoffraphic mode of Printing was invented about 
50 years ago by an ingenious Irish Gentleman of the name 
of Johnston:— this system was arranged by the casting of 
whole words upon ene piece of Metal, and arranging those 
more generally in use, in the moat convenient position, to the 
Compositor, in a similar way lo single types as now plai;etl 
in the Cises.— 



* John A nasi 
tlie Christian lel 



: FreyliDghanseB's abstract of the whole doctrine of 

, London 1801, ww the first book stereolyped on 

Walt's Bibliathtra Brit. 
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The only person that took up this mode of Printing Wik.^ 
Uie late John Waller Esq. the original proprietor of tit ^ 
Times Newspaper. At lliiu time he prmled for a few Auiliur@>, 
and one or two Bookaellors— amon^ the former was the cele — 
brateil, tlie Rev. 0r. Trusler, among the latter the late Mr. 
OwenofPicadillj;— 'but tliis mode of Printing, was Boon founcJ 
nottoanBwer^n fact a very unlucky accident occurred at its 
comencement, which was as follows, £n elegant edition of 
Sobinson Crusoe was printed in 2 handsome volumes in 
octavo — It was inienih;d to have been dedicated to his Ma- 
jesty but unfortunately tlie Letter M broke from tji^ 
rest, and a large portion of tlie impression went into c 
cnlation, (before the accident was discovered) dedicate 
his ajealy ! this created an unfavourable impression i 
trade, and the Lagographid Art of Prmting fell to 1 
ground. 

ENGRAVING o\ STONK, ENGRAVING oS COPPfi 
DRAWING UPON STONE, or LITHOGRAPHY ; ^ 
DRAWING upo\ ZINC, oii ZINCOGRAPHY. 

Engraving on Stone rested with the ancients for a le 
of time; but was lost in the middle ages, nor was it revived 
or practiced witli any success in Britain, until about the mid- 
dle of the 18th Century. Soon after which, Mr. Tassie pro- 
duced a catalogue of hia extraordinary performances. The 
following very interesting account of this talented man is 
given in tl(e Encijclopedia UritanHica. ._, 

■'Thislruhf msenious Modellai, whcwe hislory h Intimtttaly donnecleil 
with a brancli of the Fine ArU ia Britain, naa Imrtf in the netjhbourh oo« 
of Glasgow, of obscure pirenl3;arid be 510 his life aa » country stone- 
maaon, wilhoul the eipectatiou of evBr n'ainghigher. Going lo Glasgow on 
a l^ir-<la;,to enjoy hinuelfwilhliisi^onipaDiana.at the time when the Fonlij'a 
were anempting lo oUbliali an Acuhnky for the Fine Arts in Ihnt city, ha 
saw their collection of paintings, apd felt an irresijlible impulse 10 bacoinc 
a Fainter. He lemoved to Glasgow; and in the Ai-actemy acquired a 
Inowledieof drawing, whlih unfolded and improved liis natoral tas te- 
lle was frugal. indu^trioHs, anil persevering ; but lie was ponr, anil was 
under the ncteasity of devoting himwlf to si one-cu tiling for his support : 
not without the hopes that he might one Jay be a Statuary if he could not 
be a Painter. Resorting lo Dublin for employment, he becarna kaown<i| 
Dr. Quin, who was amusiag himself in his leisure hours with endeavoBgH 
tp imitate the precious stouei in coloured paste, and lake aecHratt ij 



^arna known -i^^B 
endeavoBg^^^l 



^niie engravlngi ihat wi^ieoD tliem. That art vas known ro llie Aa 
; many spBCimena rram them nte now in the Cabinela of Ihe curious. 
U9 to have been lost in the Middle Agta ; was tevived in Ilalj under 
k. and the Medici Family at Flotence ; tiecamemcrre perfect in Francs 
the Regency of the Duke of Orleans, by hia laboura and those of 
lerg. By those whom they instructed as Assistanrta in the Labora- 
coDlinufld to be pnctiaed in Paris, and »as carried lo Rome. Their 
IS kept a Eecret, and their Colleclions were small. It was owing lo 
Quia and to Tas^e that it has been carried to such perfection in Britain, 
ind attracted the attention of Europe. Dr. Qnin, in lookinf out br aa 
, .Ani«taiH,MK)n i^DTerM Tassie tji b t one in whoni he could pluce perfect 
{tenfidence. lie wrji endowed with fine taste : he was modest and uiias- 
_ : he was patient; aud possessed the highest inlegnty. The Doctor 
Vtommitted his laboratory and eiperiments to his care. The associates went 
).fcn; success !\i I ; and found themselves able to imitato all the gems, and 
' take accurate Immpreaaona of the eogravings. Ai the Doctor had fal- 
'towed the subject only for his amusement, when the Discovery was com- 
peted he encouraged Mr. Taasie to repair to London, and to devote him- 
•mil to the prepaialion and Bale of thcee pastes Ha his profession. la 1766 
' ke arrived in the Capital. But he was difHdeitt and modest lo excess ; 
Vuy unfit to introduce himself to the atteation of persons of rank and affln-^ 
'.lUice: besides the number of engraved Ij ems iu Britain was small ; and those 
■|Bw were little noticed. He long struggled under difficulties which would 
ffcave discouraged any one who was not possessed of the greatest patience 
.luid the waimest atlatchment to the subject. He gradually emerged from 
irily ; obtained competeuce; and, what lo him was much more, ha 
able to increase his Collectiou, and add higher degrees of perfectioa lo 
.rt. HiBname soon became respected, aod the iirst Cabinets in Europa 
□pen for lib use ; and he uoilormly preserved the greatest atteulioh 
'to Ibe eiacuesg of the imitation and accuracy ol the engraving, so tirat 
ra Pastes were sold on the Cootinent by the fraudaleQt for real 
, Gems. Ilia line taste led hlei to be peculiarly careful of the impresaioa ; 
'. luid he uoirormly destroyed those with which he was in the least dissatisfied. 
The Art has been practiced al tate by others ; and many thousands of paele« 
hive been sold as Tasaie's. which he would have cousldsred as injarious to 
,)ui fame. Of the fame of others he waa notenvioDs; for he uniformly spoke 
■niilii frankness in praise of thoae who executed them well, though Ihey were 
udeavouring lo rival himself. To the aoUent Engravings he added a 
Ipumerous Colleclion of the roost emineat modern ones ; many of whicli 
jUproach in eicellence of workmanship if not in simpllcily of de^gn and 
nuEaslity of expression to the moat celebrated of the antieot. Many years be- 
'fcre he died he executed a commission for the late Empress of Rilssia, 
cdDsisting of about 15,000 diftereat engravings (see article Geu, in the 
itjjncyclopedia Brflannica"). At his deatli in 1799, they amounted to near 
.,80,000 i a Collection of Engravings unequalled in the world. Every lo- 
'-■arof the Fine Aria must be sensible of the advantage of it for improvement 
^ knowledge and in taste. The Collection of Feloix at Pans coasiited of 
jXHO articles;aad tlialof Dhenat Rome nf2500. For a number of years, 
UPlri Tassie practised the modelling of potrails in wax, which he aftervvards 
balded & cast in paste. By this the exact likeness of many emiaunt men of 
K present age will be transmitted to posterity as accurately as thosoof the 
iRilosophers & great men who have been by the antient statuaries. In taking 
beriesses he was in general uncommonly happy ; and it is remarkable, that 
itH believed there wag a kind of in9piratiaD(like that mentioned by the Poets) 
I «ce««ry to give him suci'esa. The Writer of this BriiclB, in conversing 
with him repealeilly on the subject, always found him ftiUy persuaded of it. 
He meotioned many iostances in which lie hail been diiei'ted liy it ; and 
uvea some, io which, after he had laboured in vain to realize his ideas ou 
the wax, he had been able by a sudden flash of imagination, lo please him- 

iwtf in the likcBeasseveral days after he bad last seen the original. He pos- 
Msaed alao an uncommonly fine taste in Archite<:ture, aud would liave 
been emi.ient in that branch if he liad followed it.— In piivale life Mr. 
Tastiii was universally esteemed for his uniform piety, and for ihe siiu- 
L : 
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plicity, the modesty, and benevoleoce, that shone through his charac- 
ter." — Encyclopedia Britannica, 

The great Prize of the "Shakespeare Gallery*' — drawn in Mr. BoydelKf 
Lottery on the 28th of January 1805 fell to the lot of Mr. Tassie the 
above ingenious modeller. 

Engraving is divided into so many branches, and is so im- 
portant and interesting an art, that numerous volumes have 
been written upon the subject ; and the Encyclopsedias and 
Dictionaries of Engravers, and the Fine Arts, present such 
ample details and directions for the execution of each sepe- 
rate branch, that I shall only give an outline of each. Mr. 
Elmes in his valuable " Bibliographical Pictionary of the 
Fine Arts," not only describes the whole of them, but ia 
many instances gives valuable information for practising each, 
particularly that of the more modern invention of Engraving 
or drawing upon Stone, termed Lithpgraphy, with which 
Senefeider, the Inventor, has furnished him with the mean$ 
which he acknowledges, and other valuable communications 
that he has given. 

It is stated in the Dictioiiarium Polifgraphicum, that the art of Engraving 
8 for the greatest part of modern invention, not being older than the 16th 
i Century. 

" It is true indeed, the ancients did prartioe Engraving on precious stones 
and chrystals ; some of which works are stili to be seen, equal to any pro- 
duction of the latter ages ; but the art of Engraving on plates of metal or 
blocks of wood in order to form prints from them, was not known till after 
the invention of painting in oil." 

Elmes in his General and Bibliographic Dictionary of the Fine Arts, 
states, — 

The art of engraving is divided into various branches pr classes: as engra- 
ving on stones for seals, signets, called gem sculpture ; die sinking for coins, 
meda's, &c. called medallurgy ; on copper-plates after various manners, as 
line etigravingf etching or engraving with aqua foitis, mezzotintOf engraving 
OT scraping, aquatinta engraving, stipple dot or chalk engraving, etigraving 
on woody engraving on steel, on stone, called lithography, etching on glass, and 
some other minor branches of the arts. 

« 

The art of engraving is of great antiquity, and was originally only 
rude delineations expressed by simple outlines, such as are desciioed by 
Herodotus, as traced upon the shields of .the Carians. The imjwrtau' e and 
utility of this art is acknowledged by every person of ta?te and knowledge ; . 
aind its dignity as an art is undoubted. It multiplies the works of other artists 
and preserves them to po-^terity ; it records the talents of eminent artists by 
an art which requires equal talent, and scarcely less genius. iJezaleel and 
Aholiab are mentioned in the book of Genesis as ** filled wiih wisdom of. 
heart to work all mannijr of work with the graver." The hieroglyphics of. 
the Egyptians are also a spetit^s of engraving, cf which there are many fine. 
specimens in the Bntii-h jMustum. Among the Etruscan antiquities in the 
same collection are two specimens of the art of engraving at a very remote, 
period ; a representation of which forms the fiontispiete to one of the volu- 
mes of Sritun's Diciionaiy of Engravers.. '. . 

The art of engraving in this country, like the practice in every other 
country, ccmnionc cd and incrca-cd with civdization and knowledge. Lnder 
AHretl tie (ircat the art HiCt with great en( tujapeujcnt, and remains of* 
it as piacti-ed in his days aie still in existence. There is still preserved in: 
the IMu.sciiin at Oxford a valuable jewel of thispeiiid lepiesentirg- St.* 
Cuthbeit. the back of which is ornaii.ented with foliage very skilfully 
cnoraved. . . 
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TiiQ most ancient as well as the most legitimate and beautiful mode «f 
practising the art is that which is called line engraving or engraving proper ; 
and is the art of cutting lines up<»n a copper-plate, by means of a steel instra- 
ment called a graver or burin, without the use of aqua fortis. This was the 
first way of producing copper-plate prints that was practised, and is still 
.much used in historical subjects, portraits, and in finishing landscape. 

Of Mezzotinto Engraving or Scraping, — This art, which is of modern 
date, is recommencled by the ease with which it is executed, especially by 
those who understand drawing. Mezzotinto prints are those which have no 
strokes of the graver, but whose lights and shades are blended too[ether, and 
appear like drawing in India ink. They are different from aquaiinta, but as 
both resemble Indian ink, the difference is more easily perceived than descri- 
bed. Mezzotinto is applied to portraits and historical objects, and aquatinta 

is chiefly Uaed for landscape and arcliitecture. 

I ■ 

The invention of mezzotinto engraving is penerally attributed to Princ« 
"Rupert ; but in the Life of Sir Christopher Wren it is given to that eminent 
architect. ** The mode of impressing pictures by light an<l shade on copper, 
commonly known by the name of engraving in mezzotinto, pwes its improve- 
ment if not its origin to Wren.** The journals of the Royal Society for 
October 1, 1662, record that Dr. Wren presented some cuts done by him- 
self in a new way, whereby he could almost as soon do a subject on a plate 
of brass or copper as another could draw it with a crayon on pnper. On 
this subject the editor of Parentalia speaks with decii^ion, that ** he was the 
first inventor of the art of graving; in iMezzotinto ; which was afterwards 
prosecuted and improved by his Royal Highness Prince Rupert, in a man- 
ner somewhat different, upon the sugj^estion, as it is said, of the learned 
John Evelyn, Esq.'* 

Of Engraving in Aquatinta. — Aquatinta is a method of producing prints 
very much resembling drawings in Indian ink. The piinciple of ll»e pro- 
cess consists in corroding tlie coppei with aquafortis in surh a manner that 
an impression from it has the appearance of a tint laid on the pai^er. This 
is effected by covering the copper with a powder, or some substance which 
takes a granulated form, so as to prevent the atjuafortis from acting where 
the particles adliere, and by this mean« cause it to conode the copper par- 
tially, and in the interstices only. When these pai tides are extremely 
minute and near to each other, the impression from the plate appears to the 
naked eye exactly like awash of Indian ink ; but when they are larger, the 
granulation is more distinct, and as this may be varied at pleasure, it is ca- 
pable of being adapted with success to a variety of purposes and subjects. 

The art o( engi aving on wood is not. only of very ancient date,. but is a. 
legitimate, beautiful, and artistlike mode of operation, for ti»e production, of 
prints, particularly for books. The first engravers on wood whose names 
have reached our times are William Pluydenwurff and Michael Woljie- 
muth, who' engraved tli.e cuts cf the iNuremburg Chronicle which was 
published in folio in 149), vv i. h are marked with all the stiffness and 
inaccuracy which characterize tl e w^il sof the German artists of that time'. 

Engraving on wood is a very art"st-like mode of execution, and requires 
considerable graphic abilities to execute it well. Hence many painters of 
excellence have practised it with succe>^. A mong the best engravers on 
wpod, we must particularly mention Pierre S( a^ffer or Schoifer, whose co- 
loured figures in his celebrated Psalter (folio 1457) prove that this mode of 
engraving, the invention of which is commonly attributed to hugo i)^ 
Capi, had its rise in Germany. 

Albert Durer also practised the art of wood engraving with great suc- 
cess, which began now to assume a higher character ; and, as far as regards 
the executive part, he brought it to a perfection which has hardly been 
equalled by any succeeding artist. 

Bewick of Newcastle, Harvey his pupil, the Thompsons (brothers), 
Cranston, and other artists, have carried this art to the hijjhcst perfection. 
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Eagramg on Steel is pefformerl m tt«ai1y a siffiifaf way to engn-aviapr oa 
copper. For etching on steel the plate or block is bediiecl on glazierV 
putty, and etched with a needle through a ground of Bratfswick l)lack in 
the common way. Messrs. Fcrkins and Heath have carried the art of en- 
graving on plates of softened steel, afterwards hatttened' by a scientific pro- 
cess, to a great degree of perfection. 

Engraving on Kt*me in a recent iRvention now in great vogire. It is cheap 
and, when well peribrmed, produces impressions of great beauty in imita-' 
tion of chalk, Mezzotinto, pen and ink, and even of etching. 

Engraving nr etching on glass is performed by laying o^ a grotmd consist- 
ing oi a thin coat of bees wax, and drawing the design therein with an etch- 
ing needle. It is then lobe covered with sulphuric acid, sprinkled over 
with powdered fluor spar or fluoric acid. It must be taken off after four or 
five hours, and cleansed with oil of turpentine. 

Etching is a mode of engraving on copper and other metals or substances 
by drawing with a needle inserted in a handle, called an etching HeeSe, 
on'and through a thin ground, which being eorrdded or bitteu by aq^uaforti?, 
forms the lines upon ihc plate. 

Lithography, A little reflection will suffice to show that this invention, of 
©n1y a few years' date, is calculated to be in many ways- of the highest pos- 
sibile utility. The facility with which, througti its medium, any thing 
whatever in the shape of writing or pictorial display can be multiplied is 
truly astonishing. By means of it the painter, the sculptor, the architect, 
are enabled to hand down to posterity as many fac similes of their original 
sketches as they please. The collector or antiquarian is enabled to muUi« 
ply his originals, and the amateur the fruits of his leisure hours. The por- 
trait painter can gratify his patron by supplying him with as many copies as 
he wisties to have of a successful likeness. Men in office may obtain 
copies of the most important despatches or documents, without a moment's 
delay, and wiihout the necessity of confiding in the fidelity of secretaries^ 
and clerks ;. whilst the merchant and the man of business, to whom time id 
often of the most vital impartance, can. with similar promptitude, preserve' 
what copies they may require, of tlieir tables or accouuts. 

My Son-in-law, the li'e F. Calvert, Esq. executed a greater "variety of 
Subjects ia this branch of the art, -han perhaps any other person in Eurjpe, 

It is gratifying to me to state, that at my request, ttiy Son hss enabled 
me, by his execution of the four Lithographic Head**, which accompany 
this Retrospect — topre-ient th2 earliest specimens of hts ability in that art^ 
my second Grandsox has also Engraved the five fac simile Wood Cuts 
of the ancient Printers. 

Drawing, or Etchiag-iipon Zbvc caWed Zincagtraph^. 

This IB the very latest invention, or improvement in the fine Arts. — The 
process and progress is similar to the drawing on, and printing from Stone. 
It was invented by Messrs. Chapman & Co. of London, who Save obtained 
a patent for this branch of art, and have extensive Mills at Dart ford, ia 
Kent, for preparing the Zinc Plates, which possess a great advantage over 
Stone, from being light and portable ; I have some Impressions from this 
mode of Printing, executed by my Eldest Grandson, from the original 
drawings, which are very beautiful. 
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